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Dedication 


This book is dedicated to the Dominican Priests, 
Brothers, and Sisters who were the heart and soul of the St. 
Thomas Aquinas Newman Center for more than six 
decades, practicing the motto of the Order of Preachers, “To 
Praise, To Bless, To Preach.” 
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Prologue 


Friday, 10 January 2014, at the Aquinas Newman Center 
in Albuquerque, seemed like any other Friday. The day 
started with the 8:00 am Dominican Prayer of Lauds and 
was broken by the 12:10 pm communion. The staff were 
preparing for the Saturday and Sunday Masses, though 
there would be no 5:00 pm Sunday Student Mass since 
University of New Mexico classes had not yet resumed 
following Winter Break. Undoubtedly much of that day was 
spent working on the carefully crafted sermons the Order of 
Preachers are known for. In other words, that Friday was 
spent like most Fridays, working to meet the Parish 
mission: 

The Aquinas Newman Center is a welcoming Catholic 

community at the University of New Mexico. 

Established as a parish of the Archdiocese of Santa 

Fe, our primary mission is to embody Christian 

principles through cooperative ministry with the 

academic community and alumni. Through our belief 
in Jesus Christ, we are rooted in the Word of God and 

Tradition, we believe what we read, teach what we 

believe and practice what we teach. 


But that Friday did have one strange event. Fr. Dan 
Davis, the pastor, received a personal call from Michael J. 
Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe, asking for a meeting at 
10:00 am the following Monday. Meetings at short notice 
with the Archbishop were unusual; those set up by the 
Archbishop personally, even more so; and a specific request 
that the meeting take place on a participant’s “home turf,” 
rather than at Archdiocesan offices, strangest of all. 

The following Monday, 13 January, the Archbishop 
arrived at Fr. Dan’s Newman Center office, accompanied 
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by his Chancellor, the Very Reverend John Cannon, and 
made a surprising announcement. Effective 1 July he would 
appoint a new pastor and associate pastor whom he believed 
would enable the parish to be more successful in enticing 
university students to vocations to the priesthood. The new 
pastor would be Rev. Michael DePalma, currently pastor at 
the San Ysidro parish, in Corrales, New Mexico. The 
parochial vicar (assistant pastor) would be Fr. Simon 
Carian, a recently ordained priest currently in Rome 
studying medical ethics. The two appointees would replace 
five Dominicans: the pastor, Fr. Dan Davis; the parochial 
vicar, Fr. Richard (“Rich”) Litzau; the director of 
development, Fr. Jim Marchionda; the pastor emeritus, Fr. 
George Reynolds; and the campus minister, Bro. Gabriel 
Dault. The Newman Center’s entire religious staff was to be 
replaced with diocesan clergy, as the Archbishop later put it 
“my team.” All had to be gone by June’s end. Before 
arriving at the Newman Center that morning, Sheehan had 
phoned the Dominican Provincial, Charles E. Bouchard, 
OP, to tell him the same thing. 

Newman Center parishioners were stunned. Many had 
wed in the church, their children were baptized there. 
Offspring had known only Dominican priests and the 
Newman Center. And many from other parishes were also 
shocked at the news. In the 9 February 2014 bulletin for 
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community, 
the pastor, Rev. Robert Campbell, O.Praem., wrote an 
article on the importance of religious (priests, brothers, and 
sisters) belonging to an order, concluding with the 
statement 


The removal of the Dominican religious from their 
over 70 [sic] years of ministry at the UNM Newman 
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Center causes me great sadness. May we all pray for 
those affected by this change. My hope and prayer is 
that this sad event might lead to a_ renewed 
appreciation and gratitude for the ministry, prayer 
and witness of the religious who have given their very 
lives to radically embody the spirit of the Gospel we 
hold so dear. 


In the 9 March 2014 Newman Center Sunday bulletin, 
Fr. George Reynolds, OP, Pastor Emeritus, stated well what 
most St. Thomas Aquinas Newmanites felt: 


Last week when I was clearing out my desk, I found a 
parish bulletin stuck to the bottom of a drawer. It was 
from 1973 and had the listing of meetings for the 
following week, the preparations for Christmas, etc. 
At first I became nostalgic about it, thinking of all the 
meetings and programs and ministries that still 
continue and that have been added. 


And then I realized I had become became angry. A 
poem of Dylan Thomas came to me: 


“Do not go gentle into that good night. Old age 
should burn and rage at the close of day. Rage, rage 
against the dying of the light.” 


I realized I was not just angry at what was happening 
here: I was enraged. I was — and am — enraged at 
what has been done to the people of the parish, the 
students, the visitors. Without consultation or 
consideration, their total commitment to the Church, the 
diocese, the parish has been blown away like so much 
noise and dust from the spring of New Mexican winds. 
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So I was enraged. We Dominicans too were 
blindsided. No one denies the ecclesiastical ability to 
make such a decision that ignores the sixty-four years 
of the Dominican presence and ministry at the 
Newman Center. What bothers me is the gross 
misunderstanding, the deliberate misinterpretations (of 
which W.B. Yeasts wrote: “They must to protect their 
certainty, accuse those of difference of base intent.”’’) 


Also I rage against the extraordinary arrogance, the 
provable lies and hypocrisy that have emerged. Here 
is another quote, this time from Emily Dickenson: “A 
lie told twice becomes the truth.” 


It is as though the people of God are told they 
themselves need to go gentle and quiet into the loving 
embrace of a dictatorial and inconsiderate legality. 
And so, they — you -- too are enraged. 


I have been assigned four times to the Newman Center. 
This time I had brought my casket with me, obviously 
expecting to use it here. The labels on it look like a 
reminder of the travels of some Lewis and Clarke 
expedition. But now I get to add another label. But this 
time, it is in rage that I pack up my casket once again. 


When we shake hands, smile and say thank you, you 
need to know that there is a human Mount Vesuvius 
that boils and bubbles just beneath the surface. 


There are so many things I know I will never see 
again: the community with which I have been able to 
celebrate, the astonishing blueness of the crystal clear 
sky, my Dominican brothers who have nurtured and 
loved me here. Every time I celebrate the Eucharist 
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with you people, I am re-affirmed in my priesthood. 
How could I not miss that? 


I go; but I do not want to go gentle into that good 
night. Most of my rage is because of what is being 
done to the incredible fidelity, spirituality and loyalty 
of you people. And it is because of my love for you 
that I feel free to acknowledge my own rage. 


All of us will — in time — recover. That recovery begins 
with the forgiveness Jesus has told us to beg of God. 
And it is within that forgiveness that love will lead us 
to go forward. But right now I am not ashamed of my 
rage. The thought of going gentle is not yet completely 
with me....But it too will come. 


Committees were formed, posters prepared, meetings 
held, vigils launched, letters written, petitions prepared, and 
solidarity proclaimed, but all, of course, of no avail. Many 
believed that the mandated changes stemmed from concerns 
about fresh views on Church teachings. Indeed, in the 
October 2013 Archdiocesan newspaper People of God, a 
homily of the Archbishop stated 


Now I must admit that some post [Vatican IT] activities 
were not so good. ... We are back on track now thanks 
to Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI. 


Some parishioners, “Friends of the Aquinas Newman 
Center,” suggested writing a book to document, honor, and 
memorialize the work of the Dominicans at the University 
of New Mexico Newman Center, and perhaps to assuage 
their grief. This is that book. 
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In 1854, following a turbulent conversion from 
Anglicanism to Catholicism, John Henry Newman became 
rector of the newly established Catholic University of 
Ireland in Dublin. During his four years there, Newman 
solidified his thinking, developed his concepts of the aim of 
education, and published his thoughts in a book, The Idea of 
a University. That volume expounded Newman’s middle 
ground that the education of a Catholic must involve both 
free thinking and church teachings. 


The University [...] has this object and this mission; it 
contemplates neither moral impression — nor 
mechanical production; it professes to exercise the 
mind neither in art nor in duty; its function is 
intellectual culture; here it may leave its scholars, and 
it has done its work when it has done as much as this. 
It educates the intellect to reason well in all matters, 
to reach out towards truth, and to grasp it. 


In 1888, just before the death of John Henry Newman 
(now Cardinal Newman), the Catholic Club at Oxford 
University was renamed the Oxford University Newman 
Society, a model for Catholic student societies throughout 
the world. The purpose of the societies was to provide a 
Catholic center at secular universities. 

In 1893 five Catholic students at the University of 
Pennsylvania formed the first United States Newman Club. 
The first Dominican-run Newman Center was established in 
1908 at the University of Washington in Seattle. 

The initial steps towards a Newman Center at the 
University of New Mexico were taken at St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, established in 1934 as the first parish on 
the southeast side of Albuquerque. The prime mover was 
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Msgr. S. J. Peoples, pastor of St. Charles, who on Sunday, 
19 March 1936, gathered sixty-four UNM students along 
with some faculty and prominent UNM graduates for a 
Mass and breakfast. The sermon by Jesuit priest Fr. Aches, 
was “Newman and His Spiritual Life.” The breakfast talk 
was “Newman’s Place in Literature” by UNM Professor 
George St. Clair. That very day Peoples wrote Archbishop 
Rudolph A. Gerken informing him of the Newman interest. 

The event sparked discussions about forming a Newman 
Club, but planning lay dormant until Sunday, 14 November 
1936, when a meeting was held in the St. Charles Borromeo 
rectory. A club to be directed by the St. Charles pastor was 
formed and officers were elected. One member from each 
of the fraternity and sorority houses was chosen to represent 
the club in the house. 
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St. Charles Borromeo Church, where it all began (2014). 
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From 1936 on, the Newman Club usually met on the 
UNM campus in the Student Union Building. Involvement 
by St. Charles was modest though a priest attended some 
meetings. On 9 February 1938 a Newman Club dinner was 
held at the Student Union cafeteria, an unusual site for a 
“banquet.” But the price, 50 cents a plate, was attractive. 
The next dinner was more stylish and probably considerably 
more expensive. On Friday, 20 October 1939, the Club held 
a dinner dance at Casa Manana a nightclub on West Central 
with “Jimmie Oakes and his 10-piece Casa Manana Band” 
(cover charge forty cents per person). And the club also had 
picnics, lectures, and even a “book review” or two. 

In the spring of 1938, the New Mexico Lobo reported 
that a bar serving beer would be formed in the Student 
Union basement. Among those promoting the bar was said 
to be the Newman Club! The newspaper date was 1 April. 

When Fr. Julius Hartmann was appointed pastor of St. 
Charles in 1937, the Archbishop asked that he continue 
directing the Newman Club as had the previous pastor. By 
1939 Fr. Francis McCarthy of Albuquerque’s Lourdes 
School was Chaplain. In 1943 Fr. Peter Hill, who left his 
Netherlands home in 1936 to do mission work in New 
Mexico, became the first “on-campus” Newman Chaplain. 

The 14 October 1949 edition of the New Mexico Lobo 
had two articles on page 3. The first reported an upcoming 
election by the Newman Club. The second reported that 
Sigma Chi planned to build a new house and had sold their 
old house to the Santa Fe Archdiocese. The connection 
would soon be obvious. A year later the 14 September 1950 
Lobo announced the opening of a new Catholic Center to be 
run by two Order of Preachers priests. The Dominicans had 
arrived and the Newman Club had a real home. 
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1950s, The Fabulous Fifties 


Archbishop Byrne 


The “Fabulous Fifties” was the age of rock and roll, 
initiated by Bill Haley and the Comets, whose 1954 hit 
“Rock Around the Clock” became the theme song of an era. 
It was the age of narrow pink knit ties, charcoal suits, 
flattop haircuts, hot rods, drive-in passion pits, tight-fitting 
jeans, Grace Metalious’s wicked book Peyton Place, and 
civil defense drills in case those nasty Ruskies dropped 
“The Bomb.” And to Edwin Vincent Byrne, who, on 12 
June 1943, had replaced Gerken as Archbishop of Santa Fe, 
the “Fabulous Fifties” was an anathema. 

During his twenty-year tenure as Archbishop, from 1943 
to 1963, Byrne was a controversial figure. He declared that 
no Catholic girl should appear in a bathing suit in the Miss 
New Mexico Pageant, and forbade Catholic high school 
students from dating. In fact, he declared that “going steady, 
keeping steady company, necking and kissing” were 
“pagan” practices. He wrote “I do not permit any priest to 
stand on the same platform with a Protestant Minister and a 
Rabbi...Ours is the One only True Church.” 

Byrne was particularly opposed to secular education. In 
a letter read at all Masses Sunday, 2 August 1953, the 
Archbishop stated 


It is certain that the faith of Catholics is being 
weakened and destroyed by godless education. The 
blame can be ascribed to the neglect of obedience to 
the laws of the Church and the counsels of the Popes 
and Bishops. Catholics should be in Catholic schools 
and Colleges. Education is either for God or against 
God. 
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Controversial or not, Archbishop Byrne constructed and 
renovated a great many New Mexico churches and schools, 
one of them St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center at the 
University of New Mexico. If parents avoided their moral 
responsibility by sending their children to a godless, secular 
university, which in Byrne’s eyes UNM certainly was, a 
Newman Center might provide a Catholic counterpoint. In 
March 1950 the Archbishop contacted Rev. Edward L. 
Hughes, OP, Provincial of the Dominican Province of St. 
Albert the Great in Chicago, informing him that the Santa 
Fe Archdiocese was purchasing (for $80,000) a fraternity 
house to be used as a Newman Center and that Byrne was 
inviting two Dominican priests to run it. 


Aquinas Hall 


The house, which stood where the Newman Center’s 
enclosed garden/patio is now located, was the old Sigma 
Chi house, and before that the old Albuquerque Country 
Club. Sigma Chi had purchased the County Club property 
in 1928 and sold off portions to raise money for a new 
fraternity house on a remaining plot of land. That house, 
built in 1951, still stands today, just east of the Aquinas 
Newman Center at the corner of Las Lomas and Yale. 


Aquinas Hall, home of the Newman Club (1951). 
ae 


1950s 


In May 1950 Archbishop Byrne asked the Albuquerque 
Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) to furnish and help 
renovate the old fraternity house. The building, built in 
1910, was in a terrible state. The ACCW raised 
approximately $15,000, matching $15,000 from the 
Archdiocese, to prepare “Aquinas Hall” to accommodate 
two Friars and twenty male students. 

On 8 May 1950 Hughes wrote Byrne that the Provincial 
Council “agreed to accept your invitation” and would assign 
two priests. In July it was announced that Fr. Ralph Damian 
Goggins, OP, would take charge as Chaplain in early 
August and that Fr. John Ignatius Reardon, OP, would 
arrive 1 September to be Assistant Chaplain. On 25 
September 1950 Aquinas Newman Center was formally 
established by Archbishop Byrne with the first two 
Dominican priests appointed to their offices. 
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Fr. Reardon Fr. Goggins 
New Mexico Lobo, 21 September 1950. 
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The constitution for the Center gave the official name as 
“Aquinas Hall Newman Center of the University of New 
Mexico,” a name usually shortened to “Aquinas Newman 
Center.” The place of residence, the old fraternity house and 
now the club headquarters, was officially “Aquinas Hall of 
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe,” usually just “Aquinas Hall.” 

The 14 September 1950 edition of the New Mexico Lobo 
was the first publication to report that Archbishop Edwin B. 
Byrne had opened a new center for Catholic students. The 
“Aquinas Newman Center” would offer “a complete 
religious, cultural and social program.” The cultural 
program was particularly ambitious: “class lectures by the 
two chaplains in religion, philosophy, moral and dogmatic 
theology, scripture, liturgy and history, institution and 
constitution of the Catholic Church.” There would also be 
“visiting speakers, book reviews, educational films, and 
round-table discussions.” Goggins announced that “room 
and board would be available for approximately 20 men in 
Aquinas hall at current University rates.” And the Newman 
Center would serve as a parish, but only for students. 
According to an Aquinas Hall Newman Center brochure, 
the Chapel was established as a “parish church for all 
Catholic students living on campus at the University of 
New Mexico.” 

The Country Club/Sigma Chi house had two long 
porches. One end of the east porch was enclosed to form an 
exceedingly small chapel, which could seat thirty with room 
for ten more standing. Mrs. Katherine Murphy Burns 
donated $3000 to furnish the chapel in memory of her son, Lt. 
Daniel Burns, killed in World War II. A statue of St. Thomas 
Aquinas was donated in memory of Dr. William Reilly by 
his parents. William had died in the Bataan death march. 
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The chapel was inadequate. Two people could not pass 
in the 25-inch-wide aisles during communion, a problem 
“solved” by students not receiving the sacrament. In warm 
weather, the overflow filled the porch. In cold weather, 
students skipped Mass. The use of University space to 
augment the inadequate chapel was an unreliable solution. 

On Sunday, 24 September 1950 Archbishop Byrne 
dedicated the “St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel and Aquinas 
Hall Newman Center.” Edward Hughes, OP, Prior 
Provincial of the Province of St. Albert the Great, said 
Mass. Goggins gave the sermon. 

The Center’s first Mass was held Sunday, 17 September 
1950. The first marriage, Harl Dalton Byrd Jr. and Corona 
Elizabeth Folker, was performed by Fr. Goggins on 18 
November 1950. Fr. Reardon conducted the first baptism, 
for Sarah Catherine Degroat on 12 December 1951. By 
February 1952, five weddings and several baptisms had 
been performed in the Aquinas Hall Chapel. 

In 1952, after two years operation, there were three 
morning Masses and an evening benediction each Sunday. 
During the week, there was a “St. Thomas Novena for 
Purity” Tuesdays, a “Novena for Newman Club Success” 
followed by a club meeting Wednesdays, a “Holy Hour for 
Peace” Thursdays, and Rosaries Mondays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays. By 1953 daily Rosaries and daily Masses held in 
the small chapel had been added. 

But, in those pre-Vatican II days, not a single word was 
said about Bible study, in either Newman Center courses or 
in Newman Club activities. Meanwhile the UNM Baptist 
Student Center a few blocks away on University Boulevard 
was offering a series of courses, “The Bible Lives On.” And 
other protestant student groups had similar offerings. 
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Fr. Ralph Damian Goggins, OP 


Fr. Goggins was officially made pastor (or, in those 
days, chaplain) on 26 September 1950. 

For several years the Center had a rocky journey, with 
Fr. Goggins acting as the shock absorber. A primary 
problem was that the Newman Center had no reliable 
source of funds. On 25 March 1951 Goggins wrote J. E. 
Marr, OP, the Dominican Provincial. Segments of the letter 
reveal not just a rocky start, but a catastrophic start: 


Fr. Reardon & myself continue to struggle along - and 
I mean STRUGGLE, - in this assignment: 


Our religious program...has not met with anything 
like the interest and participation it should have; our 
morning and evening services, days of recollection, 
communion breakfasts, etc. have been poorly backed 
up. Our classes in Religion, Philosophy, etc. have 
been singular FLOPS. 


Financially, however, we have come to the end of the 
line! There was absolutely NO previous arrangement 
by the Archbishop for financing this project: He 
simply took it for granted, it seems, that the project 
would finance itself; especially through boarders and 
roomers. We had to conform to the board-and-room 
rates current at the University dorms and dining 
halls; and from the first month these have proven 
hopelessly inadequate...Before coming here I insisted 
with the Archbishop on $21.00 Newman Dues from 
each member as additional income to room & Board. 
The Archbishop reluctantly permitted it, but with the 
understanding that no Catholic was to be deprived of 
membership and full benefits because of inability to 
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pay dues - all very well, of course; but the result has 
been that slightly less than one-third of the members 


have paid any dues whatever. 


Goggins went on to state that they were “manipulating 
and stalling” to stay afloat, that he and Reardon had no 
salary, that their living conditions were intolerable, and that 
the Archbishop was staunchly opposed to using diocesan 
collections to support the Center. Goggins did not see how 
the Center could last beyond the first of June. Besides that, 
he was sick. 


Fr. Ralph Damian Goggins, OP 


Born 14 June 1898 in Chilton, Wisconsin, Fr. Goggins 
entered the novitiate at St. Joseph Priory, Somerset, Ohio, 
in October 1918. He studied at St. Rose Priory, Springfield, 
Kentucky, and took theology studies at the Dominican 
House of Studies at Catholic University, Washington, D.C. 
He was ordained 17 June 1925 at St. Dominic's Church, 
Washington, D.C. From 1929 to 1935 he was master for the 
Dominican students in River Forest, Illinois, and in 1936 
was Visitor General for all Dominican Fathers in South 
America. Before coming to Albuquerque, where he would 
spend five years, from 1950 to 1955, he had been a 
professor at St. Catherine's College, in Racine, Wisconsin. 

He left Newman to serve at St. Peter Martyr Priory, 
Winona, Minnesota, and then St. Vincent Ferrer Church 
River Forest, Illinois. 

On 8 February 1967 he died at the Priory of St. Peter 
Martyr in Winona, where he had been sub-prior, procurator, 
and director of lay brothers from 1955 to 1960, and was 
buried in the community cemetery. On 23 February 1967, a 
requiem Mass was held at the Aquinas Newman Center. 
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One cannot help but commiserate with the Newman 
priests. They had to do their own cleaning and cooking, 
they were preaching elsewhere to raise funds, all the while 
trying to administer an active center. The Dominican order 
actually had to provide many necessities just so Goggins 
and Reardon could survive. Things were a mess. 

On 30 January 1952, after running the Center for three 
semesters, Rev. Goggins wrote a very long letter to the 
Archbishop describing his difficulties. The list is far too 
long to give here, but the problem was that there was too 
much to do by too few priests in a totally inadequate facility 
with inadequate income. Goggins and Reardon had to 
celebrate Masses outside of Newman just to support 
themselves, but with the arrival in Albuquerque of eight 
Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament, who were now available 
for filling in, work at other parishes was disappearing. 

Goggins’s letter indicates his belief that taking in student 
boarders to provide funding was not working. The money 
brought in was inadequate since there were only twenty 
boarders and five of those received room and board for 
services provided. Moreover, the “college spirit” of 
residents created “uninterrupted singing and noise,” day and 
night, disrupting sleep, privacy, meditation, and prayer of 
the priests. And finally, the all-male residency led Aquinas 
Hall to be restrictive to women students, who would thus 
lose interest in the Newman program, “and - WHERE THE 
GIRLS LOSE INTEREST AND DROP OUT, THE BOYS 
QUICKLY FOLLOW.” 

On 10 August 1952 Fr. Goggins listed the “Current & 
Special Expenses Now Due,” arriving at $1,923.39. On the 
list he wrote “Since July 10" I have been completely 
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without funds or income.” Bills were owed for water, gas, 
telephone, electricity, and plumbing/electrical work. 

Archbishop Byrne finally relented. He asked all 
Archdiocesan churches to take up an annual collection for 
the UNM Newman club starting Sunday, 9 November 1952. 
And fund raising was also increased to resuscitate the 
Newman Center, which was drowning in a pool of red ink. 
The Albuquerque Italian Women’s Club continued with 
their “dissonant” St. Patrick’s day Spaghetti Dinner, started 
the year before and held annually for years to come. On 27 
March 1952, the Trapp Family Singers were brought to 
Albuquerque by the Newman Club Committee of the 
Albuquerque Council of Catholic Women. It would be 
another seven years before “The Sound of Music,” based on 
Maria von Trapp’s memoir The Story of the Trapp Family 
Singers, was brought to the Broadway stage. And six more 
years until Julie Andrews sang “The hills are alive ...” 

A 20 September 1950 Lobo article quotes Goggins as 
saying that “all Catholic students are expected to register” 
with the Newman Center. The following year the 4 April 
1951 edition of the Daily Lobo announced “Religious 
Emphasis Week,” which appears to have been primarily a 
project of the Newman Center, since non-Catholic 
organizations were strangely missing from the article. 
Again an order was given: “All Catholic students enrolled 
at the University are expected to be present...” Whether 
students obeyed the mandates is another question. 
According to Fr. Goggins, himself, about four hundred of 
twelve hundred Catholic students were neither enrolled in 
the Newman Club nor attending a home parish. 
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Fr. John Ignatius Reardon, OP 

Goggins’s assistant, Fr. John Reardon, was a young 
priest. A native of South Dakota and born 12 November 
1921, he had been ordained just the year before arriving at 
the Newman Center. He had left the Dominican House of 
Studies, River Forest Illinois, to take up his new position, 
and planned to eventually return to finish work on his Ph.D. 

Many years after leaving the Newman Center in 1954, 
Fr. Reardon told another Dominican priest, Fr. Victor 
Brown, that he never felt that he did anything very well., 
and was constantly troubled by the feeling that he was a 
failure at whatever he did. But Fr. Brown declared that 
“certainly was not true; he was a fine teacher, school 
administrator, preacher, and zealous priest.” Fr. Reardon, 
who died 22 November 2004, lies buried in the Dominican 
Friars Cemetery, Rosaryville, Louisiana, where several 
other Newman religious rest. 


Goggins was outspoken not only to the Catholic students 
on campus, but on what he considered moral issues. He was 
particularly outraged by the March 1951 issue of The 
Thunderbird literary journal, published by the Associated 
Students of the University. In a letter to Tom Popejoy, 
UNM president, Goggins called attention to statements he 
considered anti-Catholic and blasphemous, and, adding 
insult to injury, statements published on the eve of 
“Religious Emphasis Week.” 

In the end the editor, Edward Abbey, was sacked, not 
just for upsetting the Catholics, not just because he 
advocated anarchy in an included article, but primarily for 
literary ignorance. The journal cover attributed the well- 
known Diderot quote “Man will never be free until the last 
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king is strangled with the 
entrails of the last priest” to 
Louisa May Alcott! 
University officials seized 
and destroyed the issue. The 
few remaining copies, one 
of which resides in the 
Newman Center archives, 
can bring $2000 each. Five 
years would pass before The 
Thunderbird was published 
again. Some, with a little 
more literary knowledge 
than Abbey, thought the 
name of the restored journal 
should be changed to The A rare copy of the notorious 
Phoenix. Thunderbird with its Louisa 
Even with financial May Alcott attribution. 
problems, Newman Center 
programs abounded. During the 1950s, Center news 
appeared in most editions of the New Mexico Daily Lobo. 
Activities included twice weekly “Theology Guilds,” 
Annual Cardinal Balls, picnics, and a multitude of lectures. 
In 1951 Fr. Goggins started the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Chapter of the Dominican Third Order, which began with 
eleven members. A year or so later, the Newman Alumni 
Association was founded. And there was the Newman 
Auxiliary, the Newman Bridge Club, and, of course, the 
Newman Club. Activities were announced in the crudely 
produced club newsletter, El Modo, replaced later by the 
more stylish Newman Club News. The Center was a 
dynamo of activity. 
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The Newman Center maintained exceedingly close ties 
with the University, which provided classroom space and 
allowed some overflow Masses to be held on campus. On 
Sunday, 8 April 1951, the Newman Club held a High Mass 
in the UNM Student Union Building ballroom. According 
to the Santa Fe Register, it was the first High Mass ever 
held at the University. In early 1954, the Newman Center 
used Mitchell Hall 101 for the 9:30 am and 10:45 am 
Sunday Masses. And the University and the Center 
exchanged speakers. In June 1952, Fr. Reardon gave the 
invocation and benediction at the UNM graduation. In 
February 1954, Sherman Smith, UNM Director of Student 
Affairs, was the speaker at the Newman Club Banquet. It 
didn’t hurt that Smith was responsible for determining the 
use of campus facilities by outside groups. 

For better or worse, Fr. Goggins was always outspoken. 
On 4 July 1954, with apparently having nothing better to do 
on Independence day, he wrote a letter to Archbishop Byrne 
stating that he was burned up with “indignation over the 
veritable plague of activity and PUBLICITY which the 
Protestant denominations concentrate on this Southwest 
section of the country! They are pouring millions of dollars 
into the direct and open proselytizing of our Indian and 
Spanish Catholic population.” Goggins proposed that Byrne 
consider an “apostolate” formed of Catholic students to do 
‘field-work’ by being sent into the “very heart of protestant- 
propaganda centers,” ringing doorbells to alert the “Catholic 
Indians and Spanish-speaking...of the importance of 
resisting proselytizing.” The archbishop thought enough of 
the idea to bounce it off Msgr. William T. Bradley, 
Superintendent of Schools for the Archdiocese. At first 
Bradley poo-pooed the scheme stating that the problem was 
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nothing new and that “proselyticism and related problems 
can best be met by a working together of the parish priests 
and Catholic organizations.” Fr. Goggins wrote Bradley 
“Far be it from me to ‘determine’ the role that the 
Newmanites might play...My only point was - and is - that 
they are a potential source of action.” Apparently Byrne 
leaned on Bradley, who wrote Reverend Goggins that “His 
Excellency” requested that Goggins contact Newman Clubs 
to determine interest and provide concrete information on 
the program suggested. But nothing happened. 

By 1955 the Center had a Dominican staff of five—four 
priests, Goggins, Butler, Eterovich, Townsend, and Bro. 
Regis Hovald. Reardon, who had been replaced by Butler, 
had been transferred to Oak Park, Illinois, where he was 
made “Master of Discipline” at Fenwick High School. The 
Newman Center was now holding two morning Masses and 
four Sunday Masses, one of which was a High Mass. 
Confessions were heard throughout the week, the Rosary 
was said daily, and there was a perpetual weekly Novena to 
St. Thomas Aquinas. All in all it seemed like a thriving, 
classic (i.e., pre-Vatican II), Catholic parish, but it 
wasn’t...a parish that is...at least not for non-students...at 
least not yet. 

While the Center was still financially distressed and the 
priests were still doing their own cleaning, it is said that Fr. 
Goggins laid aside his cleaning equipment one day and said 
“T have great visions of this Center someday becoming the 
Catholic Cultural Center for the entire State of New 
Mexico.” In September 1955 Fr. Goggins left to become 
Subprior and Procurator of St. Peter Martyr Priory, Winona, 
Minnesota. 
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A New Chapel 


Increased fund raising and University space did not 
settle Goggins’s problems. He had too much to do and too 
little to do it with—470 registered students but inadequate 
staff support and a totally unacceptable building. The 
chapel was crowded, the meeting rooms miniscule, and the 
building collapsing. He took a desperate and risky step. In 
1953 Goggins published an open letter to Archbishop Byrne 
in the Newman Club News, a Newman Center periodical. 

Goggins noted that the Center could have accepted 75 
boarders in September, but could handle only 45, that the 
Center had to rely on the University for overflow Masses 
and for meeting rooms, that the building was never 
designed for cultural and religious functions, and that the 
part-adobe foundations were crumbling, the floor supports 
were rotting, and the plumbing, electrical, and sewer 
systems were in constant need of repair. He asked for a new 
building. In the long run he would get more than just that. 

In November 1953, Archbishop Byrne announced a 
drive to raise $1,100,000 to construct schools, churches, and 
other facilities throughout the archdiocese of Santa Fe. By 
February 1954, an astounding $2,920,000 in pledges over a 
two-year period had been obtained. Construction of a 
Newman Center chapel, expected to cost around $100,000, 
was one of the specifically designated projects. The new 
chapel would seat four hundred parishioners, a ten-fold 
increase over the number held by the old structure. 

On 19 August 1954, Fr. Edmund Richard Butler, OP, 
was appointed assistant pastor and not only continued work 
to straighten out the finances, he helped raise money for the 
new chapel. Butler organized a men’s group that included 
Al Cadwell (building chairman), Ben Raskob, John Criag, 
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and Ike Singe to help support the Center. He obtained 
$15,000 from the Raskob Foundation and $15,000 more 
from the Stillman Foundation. 

James Liberty, chapel architect, donated his services. 
Work on the new chapel started 7 March 1954 with the 
groundbreaking attended by Goggins, the archbishop, and 
an honor guard of eight Knights of Columbus attired in top 
hat, tails, and rather incongruous swords. One could not 
help but think of a Busby Berkeley musical. The 
Hollywood-attired Knights would be seen again at the 
chapel’s dedication by Cardinal Spellman. 


a ; 
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Groundbreaking, Newman Chapel, Fr. Goggins 
(left), Archbishop Byrne (right) (7 March 1954). 


On Friday, 2 July 1954 the cornerstone for the new St. 
Thomas Aquinas Chapel was laid. The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jose 
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Garcia, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, took 
the place of Archbishop Byrne, who could not attend. 


aa IN 


Fr. Goggins (right) and Fr. Reardon (right) view installation 
of Chapel cornerstone by Msgr. Jose Garcia (2 July 1954). 


For the new Main Chapel, 
a seven-foot high corpus of 
Christ, to be placed on a 
cross, was carved of wood in 
Ortisei, Italy, according to 
one news article, or in 
Switzerland, according to 
another. The body was 
stretched out so that the 
proportions would look 
correct with the 
foreshortening imposed by a 
position high in a Gothic 
Cathedral. But the Newman 
Chapel is certainly not a 


ar 
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Gothic Cathedral, and at near eye level the figure has a 
sorrowful El Greco elongation. 

Construction was completed by late September. The 
chapel included a 76-foot fired-clay mural showing the 
Christ’s last hours, from his appearance before Pilate to his 
entombment. The mural of twenty-four figures, essentially a 
combination of the fourteen Stations of the Cross, was 
sculptured by Clare Dieman of Santa Fe. Behind the altar at 
the chapel’s rear was a red and black stained-glass window. 
Gold, red, violet, white, black, and green altar curtains were 
installed. And John Tatschl, a UNM art teacher, donated a 
beautiful set of woodblock prints that for years lined the 
hallway outside the chapel. 


oS 
oF 


An organ was placed in the choir loft above the main 
entrance to the chapel, and that caused an uproar (as would 
the purchase of another organ many years later). On 26 May 
1954 Archbishop Byrne wrote Goggins complaining that he 
had approved the purchase of an organ for $2,611, but had 
received a letter from the store selling the organ stating that 
the price was for $5,324. Byrne declared “I do not accept 
this.” No record of a response is found; however, it is likely 
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that the difference was due to a discount since a letter 
written by the store manager to Goggins requests “We 
should appreciate it Fr., if you would keep the discounts 
offered you confidential...we have given you discounts that 
we could not possibly give anyone else.” 

Today, few of the features described above can be found 
in the Newman chapel. The mural was removed, along with 
the stained-glass window (loved by some, loathed by 
others), when the chapel was remodeled. The curtains were 
no longer needed when the altar was moved to the church 
center. The small electric organ was removed and 
eventually sold when the choir no longer used the “choir 
loft,” which was given over to parishioners. Only Christ on 
the Cross remains (there must be a sermon in that). 

Around July 1954, Rev. Goggins heard from the 
Archbishop that Francis Cardinal Spellman would dedicate 
the chapel. Immediately, Goggins asked Byrne whether 
there should be printed invitations, a souvenir program, and 
admission by ticket only. He was also concerned about who 
would be invited. To Goggins this was a huge event. It was 
also a huge event for Albuquerque. In fact the Albuquerque 
Journal claimed it to be “one of the biggest Catholic events 
in the history of the City.” 

On 6 September 1954, the new Aquinas Newman Center 
chapel was dedicated by Cardinal Spellman, who had flown 
into Sandia Air Force Base by military plane (he was, after 
all, the Apostolic Vicar for the Military Services). Timothy 
Shea, Sandia Corporation president and chair of the 
building committee, had planned Cardinal Spellman’s visit. 
Archbishop Byrne was host. 

An entourage of cars escorted the cardinal from Santa 
Fe, where he had spent some time, to Albuquerque, with a 
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street procession to the Newman Center. Spellman’s 
convertible had a cardinal red and white exterior with 
cardinal red upholstery. The all-red convertible originally 
planned for use had broken down and had been taken in for 


repairs. Continual radio | cogegmeqnmmme meme ae | 


contact was maintained 3 . . 
between the lead and end |_ See it all--Hear it all! ; 
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September 1954. 
system to reach a crowd casa 


of four hundred. Fr. Goggins celebrated the Mass. Opera 
singer Ugo Torre sang Ave Maria. The Very Reverend 
Albert L. Hughes, provincial of the St. Albert the Great 
Province, represented the Dominicans. The Knights of 
Columbus, with top hats and swords, once again served as 
honor guard. Spellman, beaming in all his magnificence, 
read a prayer of dedication, sprinkled holy water, and 
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termed the chapel a “citadel of truth” and America, “the last 
stronghold of our civilization.” Bishops, monsignors, 
politicians, and Albuquerque’s elite crowded around 
basking in the glory. 


Dedication of Aquinas Newman Chapel, 6 September 1954. Fr. 
Goggins and Archbishop Byrne are followed by Cardinal Spellman. 


All-in-all, it was a “fantabulous” Fabulous Fifties event. 
Albuquerqueans had a memorable holiday spectacle. 
Broadcasters and reporters had a surfeit of news. Visiting 
dignitaries had their fifteen minutes of fame. And 
Newmanites had the Center, now valued at $250,000. 

With the erection of the new chapel, a choir was needed, 
and was soon formed. Dr. Charles P. Hummer, a new 
addition to the faculty of the University Music Department, 
was chosen as director. Hummer, a tenor, was good enough 
for a Carnegie Hall recital before his arrival at the 
University. A music student, Marie Jo Miera, accompanied 
the choir at the new organ. 

The first couple wed in the new chapel was Chalmer and 
Nancy Rea on 18 November 1954. The first child baptized 
was Karla Brown, daughter of Bernard and Joyce, on 10 
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October 1954. And the first funeral was for Eugene 
Williams on 17 April 1955. Since those times, there have 
since been many sacraments in the main chapel, called by 
Fr. Bob Keller our “sacred space,” where “the continuing 
history of lives called in holiness has been witnessed by this 
community over the years.” For four days, 3 through 6 
September 2004 the Newman community celebrated the 
Golden Anniversary of the new chapel with a Jubilee 
celebration. 

In 1956 Albuquerque experienced an event even greater 
than the visit of Cardinal Spellman. The Spanish Duke of 
“Alburquerque,” descendant of the duke for which the town 
was named, attended Albuquerque’s 250” anniversary 
celebration. He and the Duchess were in town for a nine- 
day visit replete with parades, dinners, receptions, tableaux, 
and a Mass at Zimmerman Stadium conducted by 
Archbishop Byrne. But this time the Newman Center 
played a trivial role, serving only as the starting point for 
the procession to the stadium. 


Fr. Francis Hyacinth Eterovich, OP 


Starting the Fall semester, 1953, The Newman staff 
began a series of Philosophy lectures on the UNM Campus, 
primarily in Mitchell Hall. During Spring Semester, 1954, 
Fr. Goggins spoke on “Studies in General Ethics,” and Fr. 
Butler, on “Personal Psychology.” A third Dominican, with 
the unusual name “Francis Hyacinth Eterovich,” spoke on 
“Principles of Sociology” and “Professional Ethics.” 
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Fr. Francis Hyacinth Eterovich, OP 


Almost always using the name 
“Hyacinth” rather than “Francis,” 
Fr. Eterovich served as associate 
pastor and chaplain for the 
Newman Center and _ taught 
philosophy and sociology at the 
College of St. Joseph. His lectures 
were not easily comprehended, for 
he spoke with a strong accent of his native land, Croatia, 
about which he was a renown scholar. In later years 
Eterovich wrote the two-volume set Croatia: Land, People, 
and Culture, and volume 3 of Biographical Directory of 
Scholars, Artists, and Professionals of Croatian Descent in 
the United States and Canada. But he also was a 
philosopher, producing the books Approaches to Natural 
Law, From Plato to Kant, in 1972 and Aristotle’s 
Nichomachean Ethics: Commentary and Analysis. Born 4 
October 1913, Fr. Eterovich died 29 October 1981. 


Fr. Anselm Mary Thomas Townsend, OP 


In the Fall of 1954, about the time that the new chapel 
was dedicated, a priest with the prodigious name “Anselm 
Mary Thomas Archibald Townsend” joined the Newman 
Center Staff. Just prior to coming he had taught political 
philosophy at the International University of Social Studies 
in Rome. Fr. Townsend, who was born in England and had 
a distinctive British accent, played a small but important 
role in addressing the Center’s financial problems. He 
helped, not by fund raising, not by financial planning, but 
by donating the salary from his faculty positions at St. 
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Joseph's College and St. Joseph’s Hospital Regina School 
of Nursing to the community. 


Fr. Anselm Mary Thomas Archibald Townsend, OP 

Born Thomas Archibald 

Townsend in Manchester, 

England, he studied for 

holy orders in the Church of 

England at the Knutsford 

Theological Seminary. In 

1924, shortly after he was 

received into the Roman 

Catholic Church, he entered 

the Dominican Order at St. 

Joseph’s in Somerset, Ohio, 

where he was given the 

name “Anselmas” (and apparently, “Mary,” a name seen in 
his publications). He was ordained 10 May 1931. 

Fr. Anselm, OP, M.A., Ph.D. was scholarly to the 
extreme. In 1938 he was appointed professor of religion and 
history at Dominican College in New Orleans. He then 
taught history, business law, economic geography, and 
sociology at Fenwick High School in Oak Park, Illinois. He 
translated The Gifts of the Holy Ghost: In the Dominican 
Saints, by Ambroise Gardeil, from the French, edited 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Hymn to the Blessed Virgin, and, after 
leaving the Newman Center, co-authored, with Pope John 
XXIII, The Voice of John: Commemorating the Dedication 
of the John XXIII Library, St. Mary's Dominican College, 
New Orleans, March 5, 1967. He was best known as the 
author of Dominican Spirituality, an overview of the 
Dominican charism and life. 
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On 30 September 1955, Fr. Townsend was made Pastor 
and Director of the Newman Center. With a Ph.D in 
Philosophy and a position as Head of the Philosophy 
Department at the College of St. Joseph in Albuquerque (in 
addition to being the Newman pastor), Townsend was often 
found lecturing to Newman students on topics as diverse as 
“philosophical teachings of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Seneca, 
Augustine, Aquinas, and Scotus,” and “Those who want to 
know What Catholics Believe—and Why.” On Sunday, 29 
April 1956 he and Fr. Richard Butler enacted a Mass in 
“slow motion” while explaining each step and discussing 
liturgical rites, their origins and development, the altar and 
its furnishings. 

Reassigned, Fr. Townsend left the Center in 1958. 


Newman Becomes a Parish 


On 1 September 1955 Archbishop Byrne wrote 
Provincial Edward Hughes stating “I still desire anxiously 
to see your Province build a house for your Fathers in 
Albuquerque,” but nothing was done for over a year. On 19 
March 1957, the new Provincial, John E. Marr, OP, wrote 
Byrne that “the Provincial Council thinks we should erect a 
‘domus religiosa.’” On 8 June 1957 the Archbishop gave 
his consent for a “domus religiosa” and signed a contract 
for the Dominicans to run a parish, and this time it was a 
real parish, open to non-students. In fact, the parish was a 
nonterritorial parish, which meant that anyone who made 
Aquinas Newman Center their parish by registering were 
bonafide members in the eyes of the Archdiocese (and, of 
course, the Newman Center). 

On 1 July 1957, the Vatican’s Congregation of the 
Council approved entrusting the parish to the Dominicans, 
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and on 18 July 1957, the Congregation of Religious, also at 
the Vatican, approved acceptance of the parish. Michael 
Brown, Master of the Dominican Order, established a 
religious house three days later. 

The change from being a Newman Club to a parish was 
a big move. As a Newman Club, it was a parish ministering 
only to university students. The shift to it being a parish of 
the Archdiocese meant that now the Center had full control 
of the ministry to the University itself as a parish; students, 
professors, workers. As a parish it also means that the 
Center was authorized to celebrate all the Sacraments and 
register them locally. Up to that point, the Center could only 
celebrate marriages and baptisms, and then only for 
students. The Center could not hold confirmations at all. 


Expansion 


From the initial concept of a new chapel, it had been 
planned that there would be three other buildings—a 
residence hall with quarters for 84 men, a 400-person 
capacity cafeteria, and a chaplains’ residence, to complete a 
quadrangular center built around a courtyard (which still 
contained the old fraternity house, now Aquinas Hall). As 
time went by, however, the planned additions were 
modified. 

Chaplain Richard Butler had been raising funds almost 
continuously during his tenure at Newman. In March 1954 
he had introduced a troop of Basques to Carlisle 
Gymnasium as part of the fund drive for the new chapel. In 
native costume the Basques sang, danced, and played their 
native Txitue flute, just three days after the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new chapel. In December 1955, the famed 
Societa Corelli, specializing in the works of 17"-century 
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composer and violinist Arcangelo Corelli, was brought in 
for the Newman Building Fund. In March 1956, just a week 
before St. Patrick’s day, Butler brought the Irish Festival 
Singers to Albuquerque. 

In late March 1957 a fund-raising effort specifically for 
new construction was initiated. Aquinas Hall was to be 
removed and an addition to the chapel, a two-story 
chaplain's residence, and a student lounge with a 200 to 
300-person capacity would be 
built. Once again James 
Liberty donated his 
architectural services. 

Al Cadwell, general 
chairman of the _ drive, 
announced that the Newman 
Club would sponsor a 
“Hollywood Revue” in 
Albuquerque’s new Civic 
Auditorium. Newmanite Bob 
Cheshire headed a student 
committee to also raise funds. 
The goal was to raise a total 
of $150,000 by the beginning 
of the Fall, 1957, semester; 
however, the project would 
start before that date, with 
construction bids sought by 1 
May. Fund raising for the 
Building Fund actually 
Bob Hope and James Arness, Stretched on well into the 

Newman Fundraiser,1959. 1960s. 
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Butler was now in his fund-raising element, setting up 
events with Hollywood stars, and a rummage sale thrown in 
for good measure. George Gobel and his troop appeared 28 
June 1958 (with tickets priced at a surprisingly low $1, $2, 
$3, and $5, the last for a front seat). The following year, 
Bob Hope came to Albuquerque with Jane Russell, James 
Arness, and Jerry Colonna. Other events featured Dennis 
Day, the Lennon Sisters, and Raymond Burr. 

On 23 February 1958, the Aquinas Newman Center with 
its many new additions was shown to over 600 attendees at 
an open house. That night, at a Newman Club Dinner, 
UNM student Robert J. Cheshire was awarded the Key and 
Scroll of the John Henry Newman Honorary Society for his 
work as student chairman for the Newman Building Fund. 
The new complex was dedicated 7 March 1958, which, at 
the time, was the Feast Day of St. Thomas Aquinas. 


Aquinas Newman Center, 1959. To the left is the new chapel, at the 
top is the auditorium, and at the right is the Dominican residence. An 
east wing has yet to be added. Forefront is the new Sigma Chi house. 
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Students play volleyball and basketball in the patio, where the 
old Sigma Chi building (Aquinas Hall) once stood. (c 1959) 


Fr. Edmund Richard Butler, OP 


Fr. Butler was but one of several Newman Center staff 
who would teach at Nazareth Sanatorium over the years. 
The hospital, run by the Dominican Sisters of the 
Marywood Convent, Grand Rapids, Michigan, was started 
in 1930 and was initially a tuberculosis sanatorium until 
1947, when it became an institute for mental and nervous 


disorders. 
On Friday, 22 
November 1957, 


Butler brought Fred 
Waring and __ the 
Pennsylvanians to 
Johnson Gym, where 
they presented “HI FI 
HOLIDAY,” to a near 
capacity crowd. On 6 


Nazareth Sanatorium (c1950). 


September 1958, Fr. Butler was made Director. His 
administration would go into the 1960s. 
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During the coming decade Fr. Butler would continue his 
role as (unofficial) social coordinator and fundraiser. He 
organized a men’s group and reinvigorated the student 
organizations. Under his watch the Women’s Guild was 
organized and an annual Mardi Gras fundraiser, started. For 
$15 per couple, guests attended one of three open-house 
cocktail-buffet parties at the homes of Newman supporters. 
The later went to the Center “for a lavish ball, floor show 
and drawings for wonderful door prizes,” per the 1961 


ee oa \ , 
Fr. Butler and the Chuck Castle Orchestra, “Ball Masque,” 
3 March 1962 (Mardi Gras), Newman Center “Ballroom.” 
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Fr. Edmund Richard Butler, OP 

Born 14 December 1918 at 
Salem, Massachusetts, Fr. Butler 
did undergraduate work at Notre 
Dame and Catholic University of 
America. He entered the 
Dominican Order at the House of 
Studies in River Forest, Illinois, 
with the religious name “Richard” 
on 24 June 1942 and was ordained 
in Chicago in 1949. 

Before arriving at the Newman 
Center in 1954, Butler had been Instructor at Loras College 
and Director of Aspirants to the Order in Dubuque, Iowa. 

In 1962, his last year at the Newman Center, he was 
made National Chaplain of all Newman Centers, the first 
Dominican to be elected to the post. He was also head of 
both the National Association of Newman Chaplains and 
the National Newman Club Federation. 

Fr. Butler spread himself a little thin. He taught 
psychology at the College of St. Joseph, taught moral 
psychology to nurses at Nazareth Sanatorium, conducted 
theology classes at the Newman Center, and lectured in 
philosophy at the University. He also wrote a weekly 
column as “Fr. Jim” in the Young Catholic Messenger. In 
1955 he published The Mind of Santayana, a book he had 
written while a Dominican student in Rome working on his 
doctorate. 

He passed away 18 March 1988 while visiting his family 
in Massachusetts and is buried in All Saints Catholic 
Cemetery in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
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The last Hollywood star Butler would bring to 
Albuquerque was Frankie Avalon on 24 May 1962. The 
Dominicans went all out. There was a preceding reception, 
a poolside party afterward, and new Buick convertibles on 
loan from a local car agency, chauffeured for the stars by 
Newman Students. But Butler had been warned by another 
Newman Center priest that Frankie was past his prime, and 
perhaps he was. Only about 30 people were at the preceding 
lasagna supper and only 150 people at the Convention 
Center. Avalon came on stage stating “I know you’re 
disappointed. We’re disappointed. But were giving you the 
full show.” At a mere $1.50 to $2.50 per ticket, the 
Newman Center lost money. 
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Fr. Butler (left) and Fr. Ryan (right) (c 1960). 


Newman Club 


By the end of the 1950s, the Newman Center had a 
vibrant Newman Club, which met weekly on Tuesday 
nights in a packed main auditorium with lively discussions 
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on University and Catholic life. In 1958 Cardinal Newman 
Week, a February celebration conducted by more than 700 
Newman Clubs across the nation, was held. The event 
ended with an open house, banquet, and distribution of 
$250 in scholarships and prizes. 

The UNM Newman Center applied for and received 
approval to host a national Newman Center conference in 
Albuquerque from 
31 August to 5 
September 1959, AQUINAS HALL NEWMAN CLUB 
with well over fifty vasa loners 
Newman Centers 
and 1200 students 
participating. The 
highly successful 
conference, themed 
“Authority and 
Freedom in Catholic 
Life and Thought” 
and chaired by Newman Center members John Cantwell 
and Judy Zanotti, received wide acclaim. Years later 
Newman Club alumni named this occasion a major event in 
their college days. 


Under the direction of the Dominican Fathers 


Founding Fathers 


Three Dominican priests and two brothers arrived at the 
Newman Center toward the end of the 1950s. Fr. Timothy 
Robert Sullivan, OP, and Bro. Stephen Donald Lucas, OP, 
joined the Newman staff in 1956. Stephen was there until 
1959, when he left to begin missionary life in Nigeria, 
where he is still active. Fr. Sullivan remained a year longer. 
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Bro. Vincent Harold Champine, OP, who served in the 
Navy during WW II, joined the Newman Center staff in 
1957, where he stayed until 1962. After leaving the Center, 
he was Assistant Chancellor of the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul/Minneapolis for twenty years, while living at the St. 
Albert Dominican Priory. He passed away 13 December 
2007 and was interred at St. Mary's Cemetery, Minneapolis. 

Fr. Edward Bartholomew Ryan, OP, also joined the 
Newman Center in 1957; however, his greatest influence 
occurred after he became Director in 1962. We will say 
more about Fr. Bart when we come to the 1960s decade. 

A year later, 1958, saw the arrival of Fr. Celestine John 
Walsh, OP, to the Newman Center. Fr. Walsh’s early years 
were spent on the Island of Cyprus and in Lebanon, where 
he received his primary education, and in England, where 
he received his secondary eduction. He graduated from St. 
Albert’s College in Oakland, California, and was ordained 
as “Celestine J. Walsh” in St. Mary’s Cathedral in San 
Francisco on 16 June 1956. Usually going by “John C.” 
rather than his religious name “Celestine” (who can blame 
him), he had studied in six different centers of learning, 
including the University of Chicago, The University of 
California Medical School, and the Sorbonne in Paris. At 
UNM he pursued graduate studies in Biology. 

Both Fr. Sullivan and Fr. Walsh left the Newman Center 
in 1960 and were replaced by Fr. Paul Jude Johnson, OP, 
and Fr. Walter Antoninus Ingling, OP. Fr. Sullivan went to 
Cochamba, Boliviak, and Fr. Walsh left for studies at the 
University of Chicago. A little later both Sullivan and 
Walsh left the Dominican Order at nearly the same time, Fr. 
Sullivan in 1967 and Fr. John in 1968. 
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These eight Dominicans—Butler, Champine. Goggins, 
Lucas, Ryan, Sullivan, Townsend, and Walsh—have been 
called “the founding fathers” of the Aquinas Newman 
Center though “founding fathers and brothers” may be more 
appropriate. The absence of sisters’ names in the list of 
founders is due only to the absence of sisters at Newman 
until 1964. 

Neither the Newman Center, nor the University, nor the 
world would see anything like the Fifties again. It was the 
era of black and white, unquestionable authority, right and 
wrong. But grey was coming. Change was in the wind. 


In this gardened courtyard once stood the Country Club headquarters, 
the Sigma Chi House, Aquinas House, and a vollyball court (2014). 
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Your sons and your daughters 
Are beyond your command 
Your old road is 
Rapidly agin' 
Please get out of the new one 
If you can't lend a hand 
For your times they are a-changin' 
“The Times They Are A-changin',” 
Bob Dylan, 1964 


In the 1960s, Newman Center students and other 
Catholics witnessed events that would change their lives 
and the way they viewed the world. September 1960 saw a 
name change from “Newman Club” to “Newman Center.” 
Other changes were of much greater import. 


John F. Kennedy 


At noon, Friday, 20 January 1961, John F. Kennedy 
became America’s first (and still only) Roman Catholic 
president. A year earlier, JFK, then a senator, had visited 
the Newman Center and met with Fr. Richard Butler during 
a campaign tour. Now he was president. Young and 
charismatic, Kennedy seemed to be leading our nation on an 
unending ascendancy. And, amazing to many, he did not 
consult Rome when making decisions. During Kennedy’s 
administration, Frederick Loewe and Alan Jay Lerner brought 
the musical “Camelot” to Broadway. JFK’s presidency was 
later compared to the legendary Camelot. 

Camelot ended 22 November 1963, at precisely 1:00 pm 
Central Standard Time, in Dallas, Texas. In classrooms, 
hallways, the student union, the Newman Center, UNM 
students grabbed strangers crying “Kennedy’s been shot.” 
Throughout the land, flags flew at half mast. 


-A6- 


1960s 


Senator John F. Kennedy and Fr. Richard Butler, at the 
Aquinas Newman Center, Sunday 7 February 1960. 


Kennedy’s assassination was followed by those of Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. (4 April 1968) and Robert F. 
Kennedy (5 June 1968). The United States seemed intent on 
killing its leaders. But in the age of Movements (Civil 
Rights, Anti-War, Hispanic, Feminism, Counterculture) 
more change would come. 


“Don’t let it be forgot 
that once there was a spot 
for one brief shining moment 
that was known as Camelot.” 
“Camelot,” Allen Jay Lerner, 1960 
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Vatican Il 


On 11 October 1962 the opening session of the Second 
Vatican Council was convened in St. Peter’s Basilica, Two 
and a half years earlier, on 25 January 1959, John XXIII, 
Pope from 1958 to 1963, announced his intention to call an 
ecumenical council to promote “the enlightenment, 
education, and joy of the entire Christian people” and to 
offer a “renewed cordial invitation to the faithful of the 
separated communities to participate with us in this quest 
for unity and grace,” vague statements leaving the door 
wide open for topics to be discussed. John did not see the 
end. He died 3 June 1963, two months after releasing his 
famed encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth). He 
never saw the changes made in an effort to bring the Church 
into the modern world, changes still in progress. And 
neither did Archbishop Byrne, who died seven weeks later. 

Most Catholics think of Vatican II as bringing about the 
replacement of Latin, repositioning the altar, more audible 
prayers, communion in the hand, and girls permitted as 
acolytes, but those were actually minor outcomes. More 
major outcomes were encouragement (rather than the earlier 
opposition) to read the Bible even with Protestants. And 
support (in place of outright forbiddance) for working with 
individuals of other faiths in various causes. Until Vatican 
II, Catholics were forbidden to attend even weddings and 
funerals in non-Catholic churches and synagogues. 

But perhaps the major issues, buried within the sixteen 
final documents, were that the Church could actually 
consider change, that authority could be less hierarchical, 
and that reasoned discussion could sometimes replace 
absolute directive in Church governance. Newman students 
and parishioners, and Catholics worldwide, suddenly found 
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themselves in a church where they could suggest change, 
where they could question authority, and where they could 
discuss alternatives—at least at some times, in some 
circumstances, under some authorities. 


Fr. Paul Jude Johnson, OP 


In 1960, while Fr. Butler was still director, Fr. Paul 
(Jude) Johnson, arrived at the Center. Fr. Jude had only 
been ordained the preceding year, on 23 May 1959. He had 
then taken one more year of studies, after which he had 
headed for home to see his family for the first time in eight 
years. But after just a week at home he received a call from 
the Provincial that he had been assigned to teach 
metaphysics and natural philosophy at St. Joseph’s on the 
Rio Grande and to lecture at the Newman Center. His 
Newman lectures were tough topics: “Why don’t Catholics 
take part in non-Catholic , 
Worship?,” “Artificial 
Insemination by Husband,” 
“Existence of God.” 

From its very beginning the 
Newman Center used art as 
decoration and in liturgy, but it 
was Fr. Jude Johnson who 
started the Center on a 
renewed and __ invigorated 
interest in art. From 3 through 
30 May 1964, the Newman 
Center held an Ecclesiastical 
Crafts Exhibit organized by Fr. . 
Jude. The crafts in stained First place silver “Cup for Elijah,” 
glass, copper, fabrics, wood, by Judith Sanchez, May 1964. 
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stone, ceramics, silver, turquoise, and shell were objects 
that could be used in worship services or places of worship 
for Oriental, Indian, Jewish, Christian, and other faiths. One 
hundred thirty-six objects were entered; eighty objects were 
accepted by the jurors for exhibit. 

Fr. Jude was already planning a second show when he 
was assigned in 1964 to work as chaplain at the University 
of Houston. The planning was left for others to complete. 


Fr. Edward Bartholomew Ryan, OP 


Fr. Bartholomew Ryan, an immensely popular cigar- 
smoking Irishman, spent his entire priestly career at 
Aquinas Newman Center. Fr. Bart joined the Newman 
Center as chaplain in June 1957 and was appointed pastor 
and director in September 1962. 


Archbishop Davis celebrating Mass at the dedication of the 1962- 
1964 additions. 
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Between 1962 and 1964, starting with Byrne as 
Archbishop and ending with James Davis as Archbishop, 
Fr. Bart added offices and the east wing with library and 
classrooms to the Newman Center. About $340,000 had 
now been invested in the Center’s main building. On 
Monday, 13 April 1965 Archbishop Davis celebrated Mass 
at the Newman Chapel and then blessed the new $68,000 
wing. It was planned that the new wing would include offices 
for the four Dominican priests, two Dominican sisters who 
would join the Center, two classrooms, a conference room, 
and a two-story library. 

Another highlight of Fr. Bart’s directorship was the 
initiation of the Newman Forum lecture series, which 
brought renowned lecturers to the University. Under the 
guidance of the Aquinas Newman Foundation, the Forum 
also funded intellectual and social projects. Professionals 
were encouraged to contribute $150 per year for 
membership. Members included Protestants and Jews. 
Meetings were important, “dress-up” affairs. 


Archbishop Byrne, Chairman of the Newman Foundation, and Tom 
Popejoy, UNM president. 
251s 
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On 2 November 1964, the Newman Forum brought in 
John Howard Griffin, author of Black Like Me, who 
addressed a large crowd in the Student Union Ballroom. 
That same year, the book was made into a Hollywood film. 
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Left to right, William Zimmer, Archbishop’s Interracial Action 
Council, Leslie P. Theard, NAACP, John Griffin, and Fr. 
Bartholomew Ryan, following Newman Forum, 2 November 1964. 


Under Pastor Ryan, about 1100 people were attending 
Sunday Mass, and 200 people, weekday Mass. The Center’s 
campus organizations included the Newman _ Student 
Organization with six hundred registered, a married student 
group with twenty to twenty-five couples, and a faculty- 
graduate student organization. On 4 September 1964 the 
Newman Center was approved under the name of “Aquinas 
Hall” as an extension of the University of Albuquerque. 

On Sunday, 20 December 1964, after preaching at five 
Masses, Fr. Bart was found in his room in a coma, the result 
of a massive cerebral hemorrhage. He was taken to St. 
Joseph’s hospital, where he died two days later, at the very 
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young age of 37, having never recovered consciousness. 
Archbishop Davis conducted a requiem funeral Mass at the 
Center. Fr. Bart was interred in Chicago. 


Fr. Edward Bartholomew Ryan, OP 


Born Edward Ryan 19 August 1927, 
he attended De Paul University after 
serving in the Army during WW II. 
Taking the name “Bartholomew,” he 


entered the Order of Preachers and 
then obtained a Masters Degree in 
Philosophy at St. Thomas Aquinas 
College in River Forest, Illinois. Fr. 
Bart was ordained in 1955. 


Fr. Robert Alan Burns, OP 


Fr. Robert Burns, who arrived at the Newman Center in 
1962, served under three Center Directors, Ryan, Flynn, and 
Goedert. He was a chaplain, a member of the Aquinas Hall 
faculty, organized the highly active married student 
organization, helped with the Newman student retreats to 
Pecos, and taught Psychiatric Ethics at Nazareth Hospital to 
the student nurses. And he was a “wicked” handball player. 

Fr. Bob, who left the Center in 1966, became a well- 
known proponent of ecumenism and an expert on other 
religions. Years later, in January 2001, he returned to the 
Newman Center to present a lecture on world religions. 
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Fr. Robert Alan Burns, OP 
A native of Chicago, Fr. Bob 
Burns was a liberal arts major at St. 
Mary’s College in Winona, 
Minnesota, and at Loras College, in 
Dubuque, Iowa, and had considered 
both a life in baseball (he was offered 
a minor league contract by the 
Chicago White Sox) or in law. 
Instead, he became a Dominican 
priest. He received his Masters Degree in Philosophy from 
St. Thomas Aquinas College in River Forest, Illinois. He 
was ordained as a priest in 1961, 

In August 1971, the tenth anniversary of his ordination, 
Burns became a professor at the University of Arizona, 
teaching religious studies. He came to work in the U of A 
Newman Center, but was offered a chance to organize the 
new Religious Studies Program, serving as the chairperson 
until 2011. He is still a resident of the Newman Center 
there and continues to hold a U of A faculty position. 

Among Fr. Bob’s well-known books are Roman 
Catholicism after Vatican II, Catholic Spirituality and 
Prayer in the Secular City, and Roman Catholicism: 
Yesterday and Today. 


Fr. Walter Antoninus Ingling, OP 


Between 1961 and 1964, Fr. Walter Antoninus Ingling, 
OP was at the Newman Center, where he served as 
associate chaplain and as spiritual director of the St. 
Thomas Aquinas chapter of the Third Order of St. Dominic, 
now called the “Lay Dominicans.” 
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Fr. Walter Antoninus Ingling, OP 


Born 22 Jun 1929 in Denver, 
Fr. Ingling joined the Order 
of St. Dominic in 1948 and 
was ordained 18 Dec 1954 in 
Rome. He was chairman of 
the Department of Theology 
at Xavier University in New 
Orleans 1956 through 1960. 
In Albuquerque he was a 
Professor of Philosophy and 
Theology and Dean of Men at 
the College of St. Joseph, in addition to his Newman Center 
assignment. Fr. Ingling died 26 February 1992. 


Sr. Foley, OP; Sr. Crimmins, OP; Sr. O’Connor, OP 


In August 1964, following negotiations between Fr. Bart 
and Mother General Sr. Genevieve Weber, two Dominican 
sisters were sent to the Newman Center. The two former 
teachers at Siena Heights College in Adrian, Michigan—Sr. 
Thomas Aquin Foley, OP, who had taught philosophy, and 
Sr. Mary Therese Crimmins, OP, who had headed the 
Sociology Department—were the first sisters to be assigned 
to the Center. They would be joined by Sr. Helene Mary 
Regina O’Connor, OP, another Adrian, who arrived in 
1967. 

When Fr. Jude was transferred to Houston, Sr. Thomas 
Aquin, with the assistance of Mrs. Evelyn Byatt, finished 
organizing the partially planned Southwestern Ecclesiastical 
Arts and Craft Show, which occupied the Newman Center 
auditorium for almost the entire month of May, 1965. The 
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showing was so successful that two years later, the “Second 
Biennial Southwestern Ecclesiastical Arts and Crafts Show” 
was held at the Newman Center. Art continues to be an 
integral part of the Newman Center and its liturgy until the 
present day. For that we can thank Fr. Jude and Sr. Nadine 
Foley (family names are now used by the Adrian Sisters). 


Sr. Therese, Fr. Bart, and Sr. Aquin (1964). 


In addition to her work with the Arts and Crafts shows 
Sr. Nadine taught a philosophy class at Newman and took 
University classes in phenomenology and anthropology (to 
make contacts with students). She also worked with the 
Newman choir and played the organ for them. 


-56- 


1960s 


Sr. Nadine (Thomas Aquin) Foley, OP 

A member of the Adrian Dominican Congregation Sr. 
Nadine has served as Prioress General of the Congregation. 
She holds an M.S. in Biology and a Ph.D. in Philosophy 
from the Catholic University of America and an S.T.M. 
(Master of Sacred Theology) in Scripture from Union 
Theological Seminary, New York (on a Danforth Grant) . 
She has had a wide range of teaching and ministerial 
experiences, and been heavily involved in the issue of 
women's role in the church. She has written Seeds Scattered 
and Grown, the history of the Adrian Dominican Sisters 
from 1924 to 1933, and Journey Into Faith and Fidelity: 
Women Shaping Religious Life for a Renewed Church. St. 
Nadine Foley is currently historian for the Adrian 
Dominican Sisters. She is a former president of the 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious and a former 
U.S. delegate to the International Union of Superiors 
General. 


Sr. Helene was even more deeply involved in art than 
was Sr. Nadine. After study in Rome and at the Cranbrook 
Academy of Arts, she taught art for twenty years at Siena 
Heights College, then operated by the Adrian Dominican 
Sisters. She worked in various media in her studio, lectured 
on ecclesiastical art, and was a mentor to many art teachers 
and students. Between 1939 and 1942, with the assistance 
of her students, Sisters Jane Burke, OP, and Eileen Minges, 
OP, she designed and constructed the striking stained glass 
windows in the Adrian Dominican Motherhouse. 

Her first year at the Aquinas Newman Center Sr. Helen 
taught a non-credit course in Iconography, an obvious 
specialty for a designer of stained glass windows. 
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Second Biennial Southwestern Ecclesiastical Arts and Crafts Show. 


Sr. Therese left the Aquinas Newman Center in 1967. Sr. 
Nadine left the Center in 1968, and spent a year at the 
University of Houston with Fr. Jude Johnson. Sr. Helene 
also left in 1968. 


Sr. Helene Mary Regina O’Connor, OP 
Born Mary Regina O'Connor in California in 1909, Sr. 
Helene joined the Adrian Dominican Sisters in 1926. Her 
earliest assignments were in Michigan. Later she taught 


math, science, forensics and drama at Catholic high schools 
in California, Florida and West Virginia, and wrote award- 
winning poetry. Her final days were spent at the Dominican 
Life Center, operated by the Adrian Dominican Sisters on 
their Motherhouse Campus. She passed away in 1992. 
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Fr. Thomas Valerian Flynn, OP 


In the fall of 1964 Fr. Thomas Flynn and Fr. Leo 
Beranek, OP, arrived at the Newman Center to replace Fr. 
Vincent Sist and Fr. Luke Johnson. Following the death of 
Fr. Bart, Fr. Flynn, who had last served at Loras College in 
Dubuque, Iowa, where he had taught Philosophy, was made 
temporary Center director. 

In October 1966, after a newly arrived priest, Fr. 
Stephen Shimek, OP, started guitar Masses, Fr. Flynn 
joined wholeheartedly in the new services, but as a 
celebrant rather than a musician. The guitar music 
emphasized folk songs, described as meditative, joyful and 
emotional. The twice weekly 4:30 Masses proved to be a 
“Smash” according to the Albuquerque Journal, and they 
were expanded to include one Sunday Mass. A Newman 
Center poll showed a 92.6 percent approval by parishioners. 


Fr. Thomas Valerian Flynn, OP 
A native of Camden, New Jersey, Thomas Flynn did his 
undergraduate work at Providence College in Rhode Island 


and obtained advanced degrees at the Dominican House of 
Studies in River Forest, Illinois. His fields of interest were 
theology, sociology and psychology. Fr. Thomas passed 
away 4 February 1997. 


Fr. Thomas Flynn was replaced as Director in 1965, but 
remained at Newman until 1968. 


Fr. Robert Alexius Goedert, OP 


On 31 August 1965 Fr. Robert Alexius Goedert, OP 
(“Fr. Lex’), an ex-Air Force chaplain, became the new 
Newman Center pastor. Goedert was extremely involved 
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with the Newman Forum, often bringing in controversial 
speakers. In at least one case, the speaker caused a 
firestorm. On 11 October 1967 Rev. Malcolm Boyd, an 
Episcopalian priest serving San Francisco’s “hippie 
colony,” was a Forum speaker at the UNM Concert Hall. 
Boyd, author of Are You Running With Me, Jesus? was 
developing meaningful religious language and prayer for 
those outside the traditional church. A number of those 
attending his talk felt the language was more than 
meaningful, it was vulgar and rude. Goedert received a lot 
of flak finally stating “For those who benefited from the 
talk, I am grateful; to those who were insulted, I apologize.” 


Fr. Goedert (c 1967). 
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Fr. James Quentin Barnett, OP 


Fr. Barnett served at the Newman Center from 1966 to 
1969. His specialty was counseling, particularly marriage 
counseling, and his avocation was music. 


Fr. James Quentin Barnett, OP 

A native of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, Fr. Barnett attended St. 
Mary’s College in Winona, 
Minnesota, until he entered the 
Dominican Order in 1958. A 
priest of the Dominican Province 
of St. Albert the Great, Fr. 
Barnett was ordained in 1965 and 
the following year joined the 
Newman Center staff. After — 
leaving the Newman Center, he 
served in Bolivia, Honduras, and 
El Salvador, almost dying in the latter country during the 
1983 ofensiva. He recently worked in campus ministry at 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center at Purdue 
University. Today, Fr. Barnett lives in St. Louis, Missouri, 
serving as student master for the Dominican Priory at the 
Aquinas Institute of Theology. 


Daniel Madden, OP; Michael Whalen, OP 


Goedert was followed by Fr. Daniel (“Dal”) Madden, 
who became Pastor 15 September 1968 and then Fr. 
Michael Whalen, who became Pastor just six months later, 
on 20 February 1969. Fr. “Dal” stayed around another year, 
teaching Newman Center courses in Theology and then 
moved on to do full-time teaching. Whalen also served a 
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short time, just over a year, and left the Dominican Order in 
1971. 

Though he was not pastor long, Madden made an 
important advance at Newman, by jumping on_ the 
bandwagon when the Archdiocese called for the 
establishment of parish councils. Fr. Dal laid out plans for a 
Newman Parish Council quoting the tenets of the Decree of 
the Apostolate of the Laity promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 
November 1965: 


The laity should accustom themselves to working in 
the parish in close union with their priests bringing to 
the Church community their own and the world’s 
problems as well as questions concerning human 
salvation, all of which should be examined and 
resolved by common deliberation. 


By the following year, 1969, a Parish Council had been 
established at Newman. 


Fr. Daniel Dalmatius Madden, OP 
A native of Chicago, Fr. Madden became a Dominican 
novice in August 1953 and was ordained to the priesthood 4 
June 1960. In 1971, shortly after leaving the Newman 
Center, he began teaching at what was then Barry College 


for Women (now Barry University), Miami Shores, Florida. 
He also served part time at St. Joseph’s Parish in Miami. 

Fr. Madden died 30 December 2004 and was interred in 
the Dominican Cemetery of Rosaryville, Louisiana. 


Newman Students 


In the 1960s as in the 1950s, there was extensive contact 
with the students. The priests would visit the fraternities and 
sororities for religious discussions and students, in turn, 
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would pack the Newman Center for lectures. In 1963 or 
1964, students were invited to a demonstration Mass with 
the new post Vatican II liturgy. Fr. Bob Burns was the 
demonstrating priest and Fr. Paul Johnson was the 
commentator. The Newman Center auditorium was filled. 

In the spring semester of 1968 “Ecumenical Theology” 
was one of three accredited Theology courses offered by 
UNM. The course was taught by Rev. Harry Johns, 
Presbyterian minister, at the Newman Center! Can one 
imagine something like that in pre-Vatican II times? 
Remember that in 1954 the first Newman Center priest, Fr. 
Ralph Goggins, wrote the Archbishop stating that he was 
burned up by the “veritable plague of activity” of the 
Protestants. Now those Protestants were teaching in his 
Center! But Fr. Goggins, who had passed away the year 
before, did not live to see this invasion of his church. Two 
years earlier, however, he may have been aware that Fr. 
Robert Goedert, Newman Center Director, had invited Dr. 
Robert McAfee Brown, a noted Protestant Theologian from 
Stanford University, to speak at the 1966-1967 Newman 
Forum. The times were indeed a-changin’. 

In 1968 Fr. Thomas Flynn and Fr. Jim Barnett taught 
courses with University credit at the Newman Center, 
“Marriage and the Family” by Flynn and “Key Christian 
Ideas” by Barnett. Courses taught by the Newman Center 
were transferred to students’ UNM records from the 
University of Albuquerque, the accrediting school for 
Newman courses. Earlier the Center had been affiliated 
with Xavier College in Chicago to transfer credit to UNM. 

During the 1960s Newman students were, of course, 
interested in things other than “learning,” the opposite sex 
being at the top of the list. The Aquinas Newman Center 
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contained not only a chapel, chaplains’ residence, library, 
classrooms, and offices, there was also a lounge for 
socializing, a kitchen for snacks, and a large auditorium for 
dances, functions that could easily involve the opposite sex. 
The lounge even had paperback books for sale. 


pore a WOM LU 
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parties. And there was, of course the Cardinal Newman Ball 
with the election of a Mr. and a Miss Newman. At the 1963 
Cardinal Newman Ball, a donated “1908 Merry 
Oldsmobile” was raffled off, raising $625. 


1960s 


At the Center Fr. Jude initiated a series of “NewCor” 
weekend retreats at the Benedictine monastery in Pecos, 
New Mexico. The retreat name came from John Henry 
Newman’s motto Cor ad Cor Loquitur, “Heart Speaks to 
Heart.” Running from Friday night through Sunday (when a 
follow-up program was conducted), several times a year, 
the mixed group of thirty or so men and women always 
returned from the retreat with a new enthusiasm. 


NewCor retreat, Pecos, New Mexico, September 1964. Back row, 
far left, Fr. Leo Beranek; a0 row, 2" from left, Fr. Bob Burns; 4h 
from right, Sr. Thomas Aquin, 2™ from right Fr. Bart Ryan. 


Before her death in 2003, Mary Susan Affeldt, a very 
active member of the Aquinas Newman Center, served as a 
parish historian, and an exceedingly good one at that. 
Indeed, were she living today, she would have undoubtedly 
authored this book. Many of Mary’s articles were printed in 
The Center Source, a Newman newsletter. In the Winter- 
Spring 1998 edition comes the following describing student 
activities in the 1960s. 


While many supporters and_ benefactors were 
furthering the interests of the Newman Center, 
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students too were active — and their involvement was 
just as glorious. the Center’s 1963 intramural football 
team won the all-UNM football championship; the 
Newman homecoming display received a first place 
trophy, and the Newman Chorus on the UNM’s Spring 
Song Fest in 1965. The Harlequins, a Newman theater 
group, presented the Ugly Duckling and the Glass 
Menagerie both received good reviews. The Focus 
was printed monthly. A call for volunteers to teach 
CCD brought responses from 25 girls, so many that 
an additional apostolate was added to their agenda. 
The girls formed two groups who taught catechism to 
Newman Center children and traveled on alternate 
Sundays to Los Lunas to teach catechism to children. 
Married students formed a separate organization. In 
an effort to attract new members, students began 
cooking Sunday evening meals, which featured two 
hamburgers, potato salad and baked beans for 50¢. 


Student enthusiasm for their Center was fueled by 
such dramatic events as the 1963 Newman Center 
basketball game against Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary in Santa Fe. The seminarians led at half 
time, 45-35, but the outstanding defensive play of 
Jerry Ortiz y Pino and the rebounding trio of Lon 
Vickers, Lee, Kendricks and Gene Zechmeister pushed 
the Newman squad to victory 85-78. 


Other Dominicans of the Sixties 


More Dominican priests and brothers passed through the 
Aquinas Newman Center in the 1960s than in any decade 
before or since—twenty-seven in all. And at any one time, 
the staff on site was often quite large. In 1968 there were 
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eight priests, one brother, and one sister. For comparison, in 
2014, toward the end of the Dominican presence, there 
would be only four priests and one brother, at least one of 
whom would have an “extracurricular” function. 

Among the Dominicans of this era, 
not detailed elsewhere in this book, 
were Leo Joseph Beranek, OP (1964- 
65), Jerome Karl Bredt, OP (1965-66), 
Christopher Patrick Dunphy, OP (1966- 
75), Maurice Phillip Johnston, OP 
(1968-69, died 12/8/1970), Francis 
James Kelly (1969- 
71, died 2/13/1986), 
Bainanuel .Ricward Fr.. Stephen Shimek. 
Kleiner, OP (1966-69), Thomas Aquinas 
Morrison, OP (1963-65), Gilbert James 
Roxburgh, OP (1965-66), John William 
Sherman, OP (1962-69), Stephen James 
J. Shimek, OP (1966-68), and Vincent 
Ferrer Arthur Sist, OP (1963-64). Of 
these eleven men, all but three— 
Morrison, Roxburgh, and Johnston,—left 
the Dominican Order. 


Bro. Emmanuel 
Kleiner. 


Change, Priory, and Poetry 


Before the main Newman chapel was rearranged, priests 
at morning Masses faced a major discomfort. They were 
fried by sunlight coming in from the east through the 
colored glass behind the altar. The problem could be solved 
by hanging curtains, but these detracted from the feel of the 
church. Finally, the entire east wall of the nave was 
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reconstructed to leave only a little window around the 
edges. Overall, it was a good change. 


Before the change, a Newman wedding 
with curtains, 22 December 1966. 


Toward the end of the decade, in February 1969, a 
Priory was established at Newman. It lasted ten years, until 
October 1979, when it was reduced to a Dominican house. 
But in 2011, the Priory was reestablished, largely due to the 
work of Fr. Kevin Niehoff, a canon lawyer in residence. 

Spring 1969 saw the uproar over “Love Lust,” a poem of 
questionable artistic value but undoubted salacity, that had 
been read by teaching assistant Lionel Williams to his 
UNM English 102 class. Four members of the English 
Department were suspended, the Black Student Union 
presented a list of demands, the State Legislature threatened 
termination of University funding, and everyone called for 
UNM President Ferrel Heady’s head. The Newman Center, 
seeking to avoid conflict, ignored the problem, announcing 
the annual Cardinal Newman Ball, to be held 19 April. But 
the Center would soon find unavoidable conflicts. 
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1970s, a University in Turmoil 


There’s the drug scene 


—the Peace Movement 

—the Environmental Thing 

—and the business of living 
and learning in a university setting. 


Some people at the Newman Center would like to be part of the 
action, to help some things happen, to be part of the solution on 
campus, not part of the problem. 


If the things above concern you, get in touch and let’s do some- 
thing. 


Mark Farrell Bert Rauenhorst 
Ed Nash Joe Welch 
247-1094 


Aquinas Newman Center (Across from Black Studies) 


University of New Mexico Lobo, Monday, 22 February 1971. 
Fr. Edward Thomas Nash, OP 


Fr. Ed Nash, who served as Newman Center pastor from 
1970 to 1972, arrived in September 1969 after serving at 
Wichita State University. He had agreed to take the job 
when he and a group of Dominicans who had been sitting 
around drinking coffee at the Province Center in Chicago, 
were asked for a volunteer to run the Albuquerque Newman 
Center. 

Ed Nash was in his element. He related to the students, 
and they, to him. At one time during his stay at UNM, he 
asked for blood donors for a student injured in a skiing 
accident. The Lobo newspaper had misunderstood the 
request and had published a noticed asking for blood donors 
for Fr. Ed. Volunteer donors came flocking. 
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Fr. Edward Thomas Nash, OP 
Ed was born Edward Thomas Nash and attended St. 
Thomas Aquinas School and Fenwick High School in 
Chicago. He attended Notre Dame for two years and in 


1956 became a Dominican Novitiate at St. Peter Martyr 
Priory in Winona, Minnesota. In 1963, Fr. Ed was ordained 
at St. Rose Priory in Dubuque, Iowa, and celebrated his first 
Mass the same year at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Chicago. 


Recognizing that students of that day were more 
interested in mankind as a whole than in Catholicism, 
Protestantism, Judaism, or even Agnosticism, Fr. Ed stated 
“they think more in terms of human community than along 
denominational lines.” Speaking for all UNM religious 
centers he said “ministry does not really have to be 
explicitly religious to function as a ministry.” 

The late 1960s and the early 1970s were an era of 
Vietnam, student unrest, picketing, demonstrations, 
peaceniks, draft dodgers. UNM didn’t escape, nor, as it 
turns out, did the Newman Center. On Monday 4 May 
1970, at Kent State University in Ohio, thirteen students in 
a group protesting the bombing of Cambodia were shot. 
Four of them died. In sympathy, a student strike was called 
at UNM that same day. The University of New Mexico 
closed, but not everyone went home. 

Ferrel Heady, who had been the University president for 
only a year and a few months, faced a major problem— 
what to do with the student activists wandering around 
campus. Heady knew the Newman Center priests (he had 
served as a Forum speaker the preceding year) and thought 
the Center might provide a solution. He had his secretary 
call Fr. Ed Nash, asking whether the center would be 
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willing to take in some of the restless students. With Nash’s 
approval, the front entrance area, what we call today the 
“gathering space” soon became a communication center 
with strike coordinators, activists, and hangers-on. The air 
was filled with the sounds of discussion, telephone 
conversations (some with activists at other universities), and 
Simon and Garfunkel songs (particularly “Bridge over 
Troubled Water,” which had been released just three 
months earlier). Ed Nash calls it an “exciting time.” 

On Friday, 8 May, following the relatively peaceful 
arrest of students refusing to leave the Student Union, the 
National Guard arrived on campus. But by this time, all of 
the demonstrators had been arrested. The only people left 
were onlookers and students returning from the library. 
Nevertheless, in the total absence of any protest, the 
Guardsmen surged into the students with bayonets affixed 
to rifles. Eleven students were stabbed. The University of 
New Mexico was effectively shut down for the remainder 
of the semester. 

Fr. Nash could not in good 
conscience stay out of the fray. He 
led a prayer for the Kent State 
students at a 6 May memorial rally 
and in later years carried a cross 
during student protest marches. 
The May 1972 march attributed to 
the mining of Haiphong Harbor 
and an escalation of the war, was 
particularly violent. Interstate 25 

Ed Nash (2014). was blocked, Central Avenue was 
closed, forty-three people were 
arrested, between forty and fifty students were injured. 
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In a 1973 Sunday bulletin Fr. Ed informed his 
parishioners that he was taking a sabbatical and had a 
specific issue with celibacy. He eventually requested 
dispensation from sacred orders, received it in 1974, and 
was married at the Newman Center that same year. 


Fr. Mark Denis Farrell, OP 


Helping Ed confront student unrest and concerns was Fr. 
Mark Farrell, who had arrived in 1970. Ed Nash and Mark 
Farrell labored diligently helping students work through the 
concerns, questions, and difficult choices of the 1970s. 


Fr. Mark Denis Farrell, OP 
Mark joined the Dominicans at the novitiate in Winona, 
Minnesota in 1960 and was ordained in Dubuque, Iowa, in 
1968. Before coming to Newman, he taught philosophy at 
Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa. 


Mark was an excellent debater, stating that what had 
stuck in his head was a statement by the president of the 
University of Minnesota, “If we have taught you nothing 
other than to question we have succeeded.” One 
parishioner, an adult convert, remembers endless debates 
with Fr. Mark, his catechist, over transubstantiation. 


Fr. Mark had an intense belief that people were the 
Church. “By virtue of Baptism everyone becomes a 
minister where he happens to be.” He went on to say 

There is no doubt you can have a religious experience 
around a pitcher of beer... Faith is not a_ thing 
between me and Jesus, as I see it. It’s a communal 
experience and fellowship is You can’t separate the 
gospel from the communal experience; the communal 
witness that relates you to your fellow man. 
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In those days, like today, the Newman Center was 
community, a welcoming, accepting, open community. And 
its people were the church. 


Communion, Newman Chapel, 1972 


Almost exactly three years after Fr. Nash left the 
priesthood and married, Mark Farrell did the same. Mark 
and Ed, now family men, live in/near Albuquerque. But 
they were not the only Newman Dominicans to depart the 
order during the 1970s. In fact it is claimed that ten of the 
twelve Dominican priests who served during that decade 
resigned as priests. 


Fr. George Joseph Welch, OP 


Not all was conflict, protests, unrest during the 1970s. 
One definite bright light was Fr. George Joseph Welch, who 
emphasized the happiness that could be found in liturgy. At 
one Sunday Mass he told the congregation that they were 
too uptight. He urged that they loosen up and experience the 
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joy of the liturgy. He then played a banjo recording of 
“When My Baby Smiles at Me,” as the offertory hymn. Fr. 
Welch was only at Newman a very short time, arriving in 
1970 and leaving in 1971. And he was one of the 
Dominicans who eventually left the order. 

His departure from Newman was disappointing. The 
Center could always use one more joyful priest. But there 
would soon be a replacement, another George, another 
joyful priest. 


Fr. John Dominic George Reynolds, OP 


“T think I have rattled a few cages!” 

The pastor during most of 
the decade, from 1973 to 
1979, was the person most 
considered the heart of the 
Newman Center, Fr. George 
Reynolds. In his early days 
at the Newman Center, Fr. 
George was somewhat 
irascible. He could not stand 
crying infants during Mass, 
believing that since very 
small children had no idea 
what was going on, they had 
no business in church. As the 


years went by, he mellowed, 
Fr. George, November 1976. as most of us do. 


Fr. George was transferred from Newman in 1979, but 
he returned thirty years later, in November 2009, as 
Parochial Vicar, later being designated Pastor Emeritus. 
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Fr. George John Dominic Reynolds, OP 
Born 23 April 1931 in Chicago, Fr. George lived most of 
his youth in the Windy City suburbs. He joined the 
Dominican Order in 1951, after attending Loras College, 


Dubuque, Iowa, and was ordained a priest on 23 May 1959. 
Previous apostolates included high school and university 
teaching, pastor, and counsellor, in various states: Texas, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Arizona, Minnesota, Colorado, and 
New Mexico, to which he moved four times. 


Fr. George was and is an outstanding writer. He 
authored a book of tales, The Cobbler and the Cricket, 
illustrated by his brother, Fr. Robert Reynolds, a diocesan 
priest. A chalice he used during Mass was designed by his 
brother. 

Stories about Fr. George are 
unending. He is known for his 
liberal sprinkling of holy water 
during renewal of baptismal 
vows. Around 4 October, the 
Feast of St. Francis, he always 
conducted the blessing of the 
animals, for Fr. George, a special 
occasion. He _ preached _ that 
couples should resolve _ their 
marital disputes before they went 
to sleep, otherwise they were 
likely to lay awake all night like 
“two frozen dinners.” After preaching a_ particularly 
provocative sermon, he gleefully exclaimed, “Well, I think I 
have rattled a few cages!” 
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A sprinkling by Fr. George (2014). 
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Sr. Amata Dawson, OP 


Sr. Amata came to 
_ Albuquerque in 1978 to be 
1 Campus Minister at 
Aquinas Newman Center. 
She shared ministry with 
Fr. George and Fr. Ron 
Kreul, but lived with 
members of her 
community, the Dominican 
Congregation of St. 
Catherine de Ricci, on 
South Coors. At that time, 
the Newman Center was 
developing with a small 
staff, all religious, who 
worked long hours. After 
three years, she was called to the Mother House in Elkins 
Park, Pennsylvania. She returned to Albuquerque in 1990. 


Fr. Franklin David Pretto 


During the 1970s the Newman Center had two dazzling 
musicians—Fr. Paul Zak, OP, and Fr. Frank Pretto. 

Fr. Pretto, who preferred to be called just “Frank,” was a 
diocesan, rather than a Dominican, priest but his roles 
require that he be part of this book. Before Paul Zak’s 
arrival, Frank was the Center’s maestro, with a Latin flair. 
Before and after Newman, he has been both a priest and a 
nightclub performer. His band “Pretto y Paranda” has 
performed Salsa throughout the Albuquerque and Santa Fe 
area. In May 1975, Frank left the Newman Center. But he 
did have time for one more “Latin bash” on 16 May. 
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Fr. Frank Pretto 
Born Franklin David Pretto 
in Panama, Frank came to the 
United States 1964 and 
attended UNM followed by 
St. Thomas Seminary in 
Denver (where he received a 
BA in Philosophy in 1969 and 
a Bachelors in Theology in 
1971) and St. Patrick’s 
! Seminary in Menlo Park, 
i California. He formally 
converted from Methodism to 
Catholicism when he was baptized in 1971. After a year as 
an intern at the Newman Center, he was ordained a priest 
there on 9 September 1972. Since 1982 Frank has served as 
Pastor of San Isidro Church in Santa Fe. 


Fr. Paul M. Zak, OP 


A composer of hymns, Fr. Paul Zak was the Center’s 
leading musician from 1975 to 1978, but he did stumble 
once, when he decided that the Newman Center needed an 
organ. With his urging the congregation voted three to one 
(or at least that is the claim) in favor of a purchase, and 
around 1976 bought a massive pipe organ for about $17,000 
from Wicks Pipe Organ Company. The instrument turned 
out to have a number of problems. It was larger than 
expected, crowding both the priest and the choir. It was 
meant for an “organ cathedral,” not a “guitar chapel.” The 
magnificent sound drowned out both congregation and 
choir. And most critically, Newman Center had no trained 
organists. Interest in organ music died with Fr. Zak’s 
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departure. At the front of the church, for all to see, Sunday 
after Sunday, there was now an idle white elephant. Finally, 
in December 1983, after eight months of intense marketing, 
the Newman Center sold the organ for $18,000 to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Santa Maria, California. 
Some termed the transaction “An Organ Transplant.” 

Te 
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The white elephant organ with Sr. Doris Faber. 
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Other Friars of the 1970s 


AQUINAS 


As Fr. Mike Demkovich, 
OP, stated in an edition of The 
Center Source, the term is 
“friars” not “fryers” as in "Friar 
Tuck." The term is applicable to 
both Dominican priests and 
Dominican brothers. 

Among the friars serving 
with Fr. George, was Jacques 
Wayne Soukup, OP, who 
started out at Newman as a 
brother, became a priest in 
1978, and left Newman and the 
priesthood the following year. It 


1970s Sunday bulletin covers may very well have been 
were works of art, often by Ajbuquerque’s Balloon Fiesta 


Claudia Baumgardner-Kirby. 


different life, for Jacques 
Soukup started ballooning in hot 
air balloons in 1979 and 
received his gas balloon rating in 
1983. He became a pioneer in 
the development and 
popularization of special shaped 
balloons and in the use of roziere 
(combination gas and hot air) 
balloons. He is an internationally 
acclaimed balloonist and winner 
of a number of titles and awards. 

Fr. Hilary Lawrence Burke 
(“Fr. Larry”), OP, was with the 
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Ronald Zawalla (1971) 
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Newman Center for nearly a decade, 1970 to 1979. 

Bro. Allen Bertrand R. 
Gobeille, OP, born 13 September 
1913 in Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island, was commissioned Second 
Lieutenant in the officers Reserve 
corps and later entered active 
duty. In November 1957 he 
retired from military duty with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He 
entered the Dominican Order 12 September 1958. Bro. 
Allen was at Newman for many years, off and on from 1969 
to 1993. He died 23 April 2002. 

From 1976 to 1978, Fr. Ronald J. Zawilla, OP, was also 
at the Newman Center. Fr. Zawilla was a 1967 graduate of 
St. Joseph Catholic High School, St. Joseph, Missouri, and 
received his bachelor of arts degree in philosophy and 
languages from Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa. He worked 
as a pastoral intern at South Dakota State University, 
Catholic Campus parish. While at the Newman Center in 
Albuquerque, he conducted a forum on “Paris in the 
Thirteenth Century: Art, Music, and Theology” with Marian 
Hollinger Pope. On 14 February 1978, the Lobo reported an 
interview with Fr. Zawilla in which he noted “It isn’t the 
place of government to legislate morality. That is a private 
affair, not the business of the state.” 


Bro. Alan Gobeille. 
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1980s, Normalcy Reigns 


The growth (and red ink) of the fifties, the changes of 
the sixties, and the conflicts of the seventies were followed 
by a decade of retrenching, revival, and just slowing down. 
Fr. Tony Romero, OP, and Fr. Tom Moore, OP, were 
Center directors during that era, an era of few significant 
events within UNM or within Newman. In the absence of a 
war to protest, students were acting like students. 

During the 1980s the Center saw fewer different 
Dominican priests and brothers. During the 1960s, the 
Center had twenty-seven different Dominicans; during the 
1970s, sixteen; during the 1980s just eleven. The number 
would drop even further. In part, the drop was due to fewer 
religious, not only among the Dominicans, but among other 
orders and the diocesan clergy as well. But tenures were 
increasing so that one or two pastors could now guide the 
Center through nearly a decade, as Fr. George did in the 
1970s, as Fr. Tony did in the 1980s, and as Fr. Jack and Fr. 
Bob Keller would do in the 1990s. And also, in accordance 
with Vatican II, laity were being given a bigger role, 
relieving priests of some of the responsibility. 

In the decade to come, lay persons would be allowed to 
occasionally preach at Masses, though the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops eventually put a stop to that declaring that homilies 
must be given by an ordained minister (a decision that did 
not sit well with Newmanites). 

Nevertheless, parishioners were ready to see what 
problems they could address. At the beginning of the 
decade, the Social Action Committee interviewed Newman 
Center members about issues of concerns. the top ten issues 
were 
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World and National Hunger 

World and National Conservation 

Women in the Church and Women’s Issues 
Modern Church and Evangelization 
Minority Discrimination and Rights 
Human Rights 


Surprisingly World Peace was number twelve, despite 
the fact that perestroika and glasnost had not yet kicked in. 


Fr. Anthony Joseph Romero, OP 


Fr. Anthony (“Tony”) 
Romero, who became 
Newman Center pastor in 
October of 1979, served 
during most of the 1980s, 
until July, 1988, and largely 
defined the direction of the 
parish during that decade. 
Fr. Alfred Lopez, OP, was 
also there, from 1983 to 
1989. Others were Bro. 
Aaron Arce, OP, Bro. 
Paschal oe tl 

Fr. Tony Romero. Hunt, 

OP (who served from 1979 through 
1981 and then died just two years later, 
8 June 1983), and Fr. Ron Garrett Kreul, 
OP (1978-1981). When Sr. Amata left, 
Sr. Doris Faber, OP, joined the staff. 
Michael Winkels, OP, was with them in Bio: Fidneis Paschal 
1981, when Fr. Ron Kreul left. Hunt. 


-83- 


1980s 


During his first year at Newman, | 
Fr. Tony initiated and hosted a 
monthly breakfast for UNM faculty 
and staff, establishing many life-long 
friendships. Fr. Tony had a wonderful 
ability to get faculty, students, and 
staff together. His warmth, energy, 
and good will were a perfect fit for 
the Newman community. He was in 
his office seven days a week and was 
always available to whoever needed 
help. Fr. Tony was also known for _ Fr. Alfred Anthony 
his cooking for students and faculty Lopez (1985). 
and for his ability to do 
whatever needed to be done at 
Newman whether it was 
working in the garden or 
cleaning the kitchen. 

Fr. Tony worked with 
Mercedes Gugisberg to build up 
the reference collection of the 
Newman Library. Mercedes, a 
dedicated library volunteer from 
1965 until her death in 1991, 
worked extensively with all of 
the Newman Center pastors on library acquisitions. She 
would next work with Fr. Tom Moore to expand the 
periodicals and the Thomistic collections. Today the library 
is little used. Electronic books and expanded on-campus 
library facilities (with good study locations and nearby 
social hangouts) spelled its demise. 


Fr. Ron G. Kreul (c1980). 
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One of Fr. Tony’s most noticeable attributes as a 
celebrant, was his absolute calm during the inevitable gaffes 
(whether from choir, liturgical ministers, or congregation 
members) that often occur. (Fr. George Reynolds claimed 
that at one Easter Vigil a choir girl set her hair on fire.) Fr. 
Tony could continue without the least sign that anything 
untoward had occurred. 

Not only did Fr. Tony have a gentle, generous heart, he 
had a great voice. Parishioners were awed and humbled 
when he sang the passion on Good Friday. 

Although the Vietnam War was ended in 1975, anti-war 
sentiments among students lingered on. When the Air Force 
ROTC at UNM in 1981 proposed to put an F-80 fighter 
plane on their grounds as a memorial to New Mexico 
Vietnam War veterans, Fr. Tony and Fr. Aaron Arce were 
among those signing a letter opposing such a memorial. The 
problem was not that there was to be a memorial, but that 
the memorial would be “an instrument of death, a war 
machine...a more positive memorial would be 
appropriate.” 


Fr. Aaron Hilario Arce, OP 


Serving from 1981 to 1984, during part of Fr. Tony’s 
tenure, was Fr. Aaron Arce, noted for his ability to 
understand people and counsel them. He attended many 
campus events, was a spiritual director for many 
parishioners, visited the sick, and consoled families in times 
of need. 
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Fr. Aaron Hilario Arce, OP 

Fr. Aaron was born = in 
Kingsville, Texas, 12 May 1944 
and entered the Dominican Order in 
1976, joining the Central Province 
of St. Albert the Great. He then 
. joined the St. Martin de Porres 
Southern Province when it was 
formed in 1979. Fr. Aaron was 
/ = ordained to the priesthood on 1 

November 1980. 

After leaving the Aquinas Newman Center, Fr. Aaron 
went on to serve at Catholic Newman Associations at the 
University of Houston, Barry University (Miami, Florida), 
and Holy Name College (Oakland, California). His last 
ministry was at St. Andrew Catholic Church in St. Louis, 
Missouri. There he passed away on 9 October 2012. His 
body rests in the Dominican Cemetery, Rosaryville, 
Louisiana. 


Fr. Jon Albert Thomas Alexander, OP 


With the Center from 1986 to 1989, was Fr. Jon 
Alexander, a priest that none can forget (nor would want 
to). With his sandals, bowl haircut, and love of horses, Fr. 
Jon gave this impression of a reclusive monk rather than the 
academic priest that he was. He was able to make people 
laugh at the same time he made a serious point in his 
preaching. One Sunday from the pulpit he professed 

“Protestants believe that the United States is the 

Kingdom of Heaven. Catholics believe that the 

Catholic Church is the Kingdom of Heaven. [pause] 

They are both wrong.” 
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He understood 
Scripture and its history, a 
fact that gave his 
preaching depth. Many 
parishioners believe that 
Fr. Jon Alexander was the 
most dazzling preacher 
among the |§Newman 
clergy, known for their 
outstanding preaching. 
Today Fr. Jon, a_ little 
greyer and without the 
bowl haircut, is preaching 
at parishes in three small 
New Mexico villages— 
Cerrillos, Golden, and 
Gallisteo—a huge and 


aid 


Fr. Jon (2014). 


probably tiring task for a single priest. 


Fr. Clark Thomas Alexander Moore, OP 


Following Fr. Tony Romero, was Fr. Thomas Moore, 
who became pastor | July 1988, and remained pastor for six 


years, until 1994. 


Fr. Clark Thomas Alexander Moore, OP 


Tom Moore became a Dominican Friar 31 August 1951 
and was ordained a priest 25 May 1957. he passed away 


in Tucson, Arizona, on 5 


July 2009 and was interred in 


the Dominican Plot at All Saints Cemetery, Des Plaines, 
Illinois. Fr. Tom was serving the community of St. Pius 
X Church in Tucson at the time of his death. 
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Fr. John Ephrem Schwind. OP 


Among those staffing the Newman Center in the late 
1980s was Campus Minister Fr. John Ephrem Schwind. 


Fr. John Ephrem Schwind, OP 


Ordained 23 May 1959, Fr. 
Schwind spent his __first 
seventeen years as priest at 
Fenwick High School in Oak 
Park, Illinois, his birthplace. 
After serving as_ Associate 
Pastor in Minneapolis and 
Campus Minister at Rosary 
College, River Forest, and at St. 
John Student Parish, he 
continued in that job at the 
Newman Center beginning in 1987. After leaving 
Newman Center in 1989, he continued elsewhere as 
Campus Minister and then Associate Pastor before dying 
unexpectedly of a heart attack in Florida, on 25 February 
1993, less than four years after leaving Newman Center. 
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By the 1990s, and probably before, the Newman Center 
had become a typical university parish, “typical” in that it 
served a_ wide-spread, active, university-connected 
community. But it was certainly not typical, as any 
parishioner would attest, in the high quality of preaching, 
nor the intellectual atmosphere. Nor was it typical as a 
Newman Center. In the early years, students had flocked to 
the Newman Center as though it were a fraternity or a 
sorority. Indeed in those times it was often difficult to wend 
one’s way through the students sprawled here and there 
studying, meeting dates, talking with priests, listening to 
Newman lectures, and just hobnobbing. Now it was difficult 
to find students. They were there, of course, though often 
unrecognizable—older than earlier student bodies (the 
average age was 28 in 1997), often married with families to 
support. UNM had become a commuter campus, and many 
Catholic students belonged to other parishes. 

The Newman Center had matured and it had changed. It 
still attempted to be a center of learning for students and 
others, but it was no longer a social center. Nor could it ever 
be no matter what was done. For not only had the Newman 
Center matured, so had the students. 


Fr. John Clement Risley, OP 


Fr. John (“Jack”) Risley took over the reins as pastor 
from Fr. Tom Moore in 1991. Two years later Michael 
Sheehan took over as Apostolic Administrator and then 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe following the 
resignation of Robert Sanchez. Though severely tarnished 
by his lack of action on priests accused of pedophilia and by 
his scandalous activities, Sanchez was widely loved. The 
new archbishop had a heavy load. He not only had to 
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develop a rapport with his new flock, he had to straighten 
out a litigious mess. 

In 1994, after twenty priests 
in the Archdiocese had been 
accused of sexual abuse of 
children, Sheehan made a 
settlement (not the last) with 
victims and requested donations 
from parishes to cover the costs. 
Newmanites were outraged 
claiming that Newman priests 
had not been involved (true). 
That Parish expenses were 

Fr. Jack Risley, first already exceeding income (true). 

communion (May 1992). And that the Center had no 
responsibility to make amends (questionable). In the end the 
Aquinas Newman Center agreed to donate $15,000. 

Although being pastor was something that Fr. Jack 
neither sought nor wanted, he was a very good 
administrator. In fact, he made two significant contributions 
during his four years as pastor. During the 1992 Advent 
season he established Faith Sharing Groups, many, if not 
most, still operating after twenty years. And in 1993 he 
reestablished the Parish Pastoral Council. 

At Joseph Zavadil’s Rosary, Fr. Jack talked about how 
he had been meeting with Joe during his illness. Joe missed 
his last appointment, but then Fr. Jack realized that Joe had 
a more important appointment to keep, one with God. 

In 1996 Fr. Jack was reassigned as Parochial Vicar for 
St. Dominic Church in Denver. In 1998 he was named 
chaplain at Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters Motherhouse in 
Sinsinawa, Wisconsin. He is still there. 
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Fr. Hugo Richard James Wreisner, OP 


Celebrating Joe 
Zavadil’s funeral Mass 
with Fr. Jack was Fr. 
Hugo’ Richard James 
Wreisner, OP. Born 
Richard James Wreisner 
22 January 1930, in 
Minneapolis, he was 
given the religious name 
“Hugh” but was always 
called “Hugo”, the name 
used here. At Newman, 
where he served from 
1989 to 1994, he was “Hugo.” Fr. Hugo passed away 8 
September 2001. His funeral Mass was celebrated at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Priory, River Forest, Illinois, and was 
interred in the Dominican plot, All Saints Cemetery, Des 
Plaines, Illinois. 


Hugo Wreisner (left) and John 
Walsh (right). 


Musical Chairs 


For some time, the Liturgy Committee had been 
discussing ways to change the layout of the sanctuary, 
which was long and narrow, so that those seated at the rear 
saw only the backs of people’s heads and an indistinct priest 
on a distant stage. Finally a decision was made to rearrange 
the layout with the altar in the center of the church and 
sections of parishioners facing each other. On a Saturday 
during the 1994 Advent, the Liturgy Committee showed up 
prepared with screwdrivers, hammers, and other tools to 
unbolt the pews from the floor, and then reattach them. 
They were also prepared with breakfast rolls, coffee, and 
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lunch since the plan was to spend the day working. Much to 
everyone’s surprise, the pews were not attached to the floor. 
Work started at 10 am; by 11 am the job was done. 
Someplace in the church were found an old moveable 
platform and a carpet on which the altar could sit. The 
change was to be trial for only the four weeks of Advent, 
but has now remained for twenty years, though a better 
platform was built and better carpeting installed. Most 
parishioners liked the change. One stated “Now you can see 
the people.” Another, however, declared, “I don’t like it. 
We have to look at each other.” 


i 


The rearranged chapel with a “central” side altar and art work. (2014). 


It was difficult to find a good position for the choir, 
which for some time occupied the area where the altar had 
once stood. But choir members complained that they were 
so far from the priest that they could neither see nor hear 
him well and could not tell when they should enter into the 
church service. Finally, the choir was placed opposite the 
priest in the center of the auditorium, where it where it still 
resides, part of the community. 
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Fr. (Paul) Jerome Joseph Wierenga, OP 


In 1994, during Fr. Jack’s last full year as pastor, a new 
priest came on board—Fr. Paul Wierenga, who had 
requested assignment to the Newman Center in hopes the 
position would be amenable to his ill health. Fr. Paul’s most 
memorable attribute was an all-consuming compassion for 
the “disenfranchised” and down-trodden. In 1975 he had 
been a party to the “Charter of Equality” released by 
“Priests for Equality” seeking parity for women and men in 
the Catholic Church. At the Newman Center he continued 
his commitment to social justice, with a strong love for the 
impoverished and an aversion to those who failed to share 
their wealth. A few parishioners thought this smacked of 
socialism; the majority believed that it reflected the 
teachings of Christ. Fr. Paul’s deep concerns, coupled with 
his health problems, were a burden too great to bear. His 
physical and mental condition deteriorated and in January 
1997 he left to recover at St. Pius Priory in Chicago. 


Fr. (Paul) Jerome Joseph Wierenga, OP 
7 Born as Jerome Joseph 
Wierenga 2 November 1935 in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, he 
was given the Religious name 
“Paul” upon entering the Order 
of St. Dominic. He served at 
Fenwick High School in Oak 
‘. Park, Illinois, and St. Vincent 
Ferrer Church, River Forest, 


Illinois, before coming to Aquinas Newman Center. Fr. 
Paul passed away in Richland, Washington, 15 August 
2007, ten years after leaving Newman. 
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Fr. Robert John Keller, OP 


Fr. Bob Keller took over as Aquinas Newman Center 
pastor | July 1995 and served the last half of the 1990s and 
the first half of the 2000s. Fr. Bob came to the Center 
because, like here, an Archbishop decided to take back a 
parish. In his own words: 


The Archbishop of Atlanta took back the parish of 
Holy Cross and the campus ministry of Emory. So, I 
was out of a job. Since Aquinas Newman was the only 
active campus ministry in our province territory (in 
1995), I called Jack Risley to ask if they needed a 
campus minister. He countered by asking me if I 
would consider being pastor? I said, if that is what it 
takes to get me there, I'd investigate it. 


I flew to Albuquerque on President Day weekend 1995 
to meet/interview. It was strange because I was 
basically the only “candidate” being presented by the 
Province to the Parish. Still, I believe we saw each 
other as a “good fit.” I moved to NM on June 1, 
1995...went to give a retreat to Dominican Sisters in 
the Pasadena area and returned to begin ministry by 
mid-June. 


During his ten years at Newman (longer than any other 
Newman pastor), Fr. Bob made a huge impact through his 
outstanding preaching, his ability to organize lectures and 
participate in campus events, and his openness to working 
with the members of Newman in a variety of outreach 
projects. Upon coming to Albuquerque, he established the 
following four “policies”: (a) all Dominicans would meet 
and greet before and after every Sunday Mass (regardless of 
whether or not one was presiding); (b) Dominicans would 
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attend and participate in all archdiocesan and deanery 
activities and meetings; (c) the staff would continue to 
promote the faith-sharing groups, social justice works, and 
good liturgy; (d) Dominicans would get out on campus 
when possible, making excuses to be there if necessary. 

Fr. Keller was amazingly busy presiding at weddings, 
conducting funerals, visiting the sick, consoling the 
mourning. One parishioner said that during a “bit of a dry 
spell at Newman,” Fr. Bob came and tended us like gentle 
rain on parched earth. He had the unique ability to practice 
the faith in a way that was both devout and reverential as 
well as renewing and liberating.Fr. George may have been 
the heart of the Newman Center, but Fr. Keller was its soul. 

Bob Keller had an advantage denied some new pastors. 
He came into a parish where income was exceeding 
expenses—by $5,889 in 1994-95, $17,870 in 1995-96, 
$47,387 in 1996-97, $2,774 in 1997-98, $48,521 in 1998- 
99, and a whopping $57,895 in 1999-2000. 

Fr. Bob emphasized awareness. He stated “When we are 
left in the dark, we cannot respond, at least in an active 
manner. Withholding public information creates and 
atmosphere of elites who ‘know what’s best for the 
minors.’” He opened the doors even further than they had 
already been opened, publishing The Center Source, a 
quarterly Newman Center newsletter; issuing financial 
reports; and writing “Keller’s Korner,” a wide-ranging and 
sometimes controversial educational/discursive component 
of each Sunday bulletin. And he had a member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council available after each Mass the Sunday 
before a PPC meeting to receive comments, suggestions, 
and requests from parishioners. To Fr. Bob, communication 
was everything. 
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Fr. Robert John Keller, OP 


With what he calls 
“inconspicuous beginnings,” 
Fr. Bob was born in February 
1952 to a small family (one 
sister) in a small Minnesota 
town, East Grand Forks. He 
received a bachelor’s degree 
/: in Pharmacy and practiced in 

Iowa City and Minneapolis. 
But then he encountered 
the Dominicans at _ the 
University of Minnesota 
Sie | while he was a_ hospital 
pharmacist, liked what he saw, and entered the novitiate in 
August 1977 in Denver (the first class to do the novitiate in 
that city). He made first profession on 28 August 1978 
(Feast Day of St. Augustine; they follow the Rule of 
Augustine). He studied at Aquinas Institute of Theology, 
1978-1981, in Dubuque, Iowa and 1981-1983 in St. Louis, 
Fr. Bob was ordained in 1983. His first assignment was at 
Holy Rosary Church, Minneapolis, 1983-1987. He did 
graduate work in sociology [of religion] at the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, California, 1987-1992, and 

then campus ministry at Emory University, 1993-1995. 

In June 2005, Fr. Bob turned over the parish to the new 
pastor, Fr. Andy Pavlak, and traveled to join the staff at St. 
Paul Catholic Center, in Bloomington, Indiana. (Fr. Rich 
Litzau, OP, arrived at the same time). Today, Fr. Bob serves 
as Novice Master for the Dominican Friars, Central 
Province. 
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Arriving about six months after the altar was moved 
from the east end of the chapel to the south side, Fr. Bob 
noted that the existing art did not fit well with a side altar. 
The chapel resembled a long, white barn. He started 
working with artist JD Wellborn, who experimented with 
hangings on walls and from strung wires. Wellborn’s first 
works were for Advent and Christmas, 1996. Pieces were 
later created for Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time, and many 
continue to be used year after year. 


Oil on canvas Lily Series by JD Wellborn hanging above the platform 
where the altar once stood (2014). 


On 28 January 1996, Fr. Bob gave the first Aquinas 
Forum on “Prudence in the Moral Life According to 
Thomas Aquinas,” with an attendance of eighty-five. 
Aquinas Forums, like the earlier Newman Forums, 
presented speakers of interest to a university audience. 
Future topics included church-based action for justice, 
anger and happiness, education, war and peace. Forums 
were presented by both secular speakers (often professors) 
and Dominicans. Also in 1996, a Male Spirituality Group 
began meeting. And the following year saw meetings 
addressing divisive issues facing the Church—optional 
celibacy, primacy of conscience, women’s ordination, 
divorced and remarried Catholics. 
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D+E+l 


In 1995, Fr. Mike Demkovich came home for Christmas, 
Albuquerque being his home since 1971 when his parents 
moved here. On that visit, Fr. Mike met with the PPC 
(Parish Pastoral Council) to share what he called a “pipe 
dream.” He had already interested the Dominicans and the 
Archbishop, and he was able to interest Newmanites also. 
In 1996 the Dominican Ecclesial Institute (D+E+I), was 
born. The Institute is a collaboration between the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, the Dominican Province of St. 
Albert the Great, and laity to provide what has been referred 
to as “gourmet adult faith formation” within the 
Archdiocese, to encourage and facilitate public discourse on 
the relationship of faith and society, and to develop 
resources to be used in forming the faith of adult Catholics. 
Although the Institute was not developed by Newman 
Center, the Center has always been one of D+E+I’s 
strongest supporters. 

D+E+I will continue even with the departure of the 
Newman Dominicans. As one D+E+I officer puts it: 


Now, in these times of transition, D+E+I is the 
Dominican home for faithful wanderers, seekers and 
wounded healers. Dominican Weekends with 
recognized experts challenging us and informing our 
conscience development! Quarterly panel 
discussions, missions, retreats, times of recollection, 
concerts! Weekly prayer and_ action, _ plus 
international education, from the Dominicans’ 
missions to the Church of the Southern Hemisphere 
and more. The Dominican Center welcomes all, as it 
continues to preserve and promote the Dominican 
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charism within the University, the business 
community, families and interests as broad as the 
community itself. 


EI Salvador 


In 1992 two Newman Center parishioners visited El 
Salvador. The life and martyrdom of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero in 1980 and the murder nine years later of the 
Jesuits, their housekeeper, and her daughter inspired the 
visitors. In 1998 they spoke with the Youth Ministry leader, 
Melanie Ahern about the possibility of a Prayer and Action 
Delegation to El Salvador. There was so much enthusiasm 
that the Newman Center ended up with two delegations that 
summer. Fr. Bob Keller helped to lead Prayer and Action 
Delegations to El Salvador that year and every year after 
that. In that country he led Mass and washed the hair of 
campesinos. Newman Priests and Brothers continue to act 
as Spiritual Directors for the Prayer and Action 
Delegations. 

The action group has partnered with a small Salvadoran 
non-profit named APRODHENI (Association for the 
Promotion of the Human Rights of Salvadoran Children). 
Newman parishioners have supported more than one 
hundred Salvadoran students and their families. And 
Newman has raised and sent money to fund the building of 
three Catholic churches, one community center, one school, 
composting outhouses, organic gardens, and food and 
supplies to help with natural disasters including hurricanes 
and earthquakes. 
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2009 Prayer and Action Delegation on the steps of the church in 
La Pinera, El Salvador. Fr. Joachim Culotta is at right back. 


To date twenty-three delegations have been sent to El 
Salvador, both Prayer and Action Delegations and Healing 
Teams. In July 2014 the first Youth Prayer and Action 
Delegation will leave for El Salvador for one week. Teens 
and parents will learn, pray, and work in the Communities 
with APRODHENI. They will meet APRODHENI 
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scholarship students and their families. They are raising 
money to renovate a soccer field and to build a fence to 
protect the grounds and small Catholic Church in the village 
of El Porfiado. APRODHENI and the community leader 
believe that these projects will help with the gang violence 
that is devastating El Salvador. 


Fr. Steven Kuhlmann, OP 


From July 1997 to June 2000 Fr. Steve was Fr. Bob's 
associate pastor. 


Fr. Steven Kuhlmann, OP 

Fr. Steve spent his childhood in Michigan and finished 
high school in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. In 1980 he entered 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and after 2/2 years 
transferred to the main campus in Madison, receiving his 
BS in Statistics and Applied Mathematics in 1986. That 
same year he entered the Dominican Novitiate in Denver. In 
May 1992 he was ordained a priest and was assigned as 
Associate Pastor to St. Vincent Ferrer Church in River 
Forrest, Illinois. After three years there, he moved to 
Fenwick High school in Oak Park, Illinois with continued 
residence at St. Vincent Ferrer Priory 

Fr. Steve left Newman Center to become part of the new 
Dominican Community at St. Thomas Aquinas, the campus 
parish for Purdue University, where he was the first 
superior of the St. Thomas Aquinas Community and was 
there six years. After that he was part of the new Dominican 
Community in Columbia, Missouri and pastor of Sacred 
Heart Church there for five years. Since then he has been 
the Parochial Vicar of Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 
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Campus Ministry 


By the 1990s, campus ministry had _ changed 
significantly. In the early years, the students had come to 
the Newman Center for socializing and learning, as well as 
for worship and prayer. But as UNM became more of a 
commuter campus, as more and more social and learning 
opportunities became available outside the Center, and as 
the average student age increased, it became increasingly 
important to bring the Center to the students through the 
campus ministry. And lay people were increasingly used for 
the ministry. 

In 1985 Campus Ministry was defined by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops as “the public presence and 
service through which properly prepared baptized persons 
are empowered by the Spirit to use their talents and gifts on 
behalf of the Church in order to be sign and instrument of 
the kingdom in the academic world. 

Arriving from studies with the Dominicans at Aquinas 
Institute of Theology in St. Louis, Missouri, Melanie Ahern 
became Campus Minister in 1997. Working with Fr. Steve 
Kuhlmann, Melanie made certain she and Steve were 
visible in the university, the dorms, the student union 
building, and just generally on campus. They wanted to be 
present at UNM rather than expecting students, faculty, and 
staff to come to them. “Campus” received the emphasis in 
“Campus Ministry.” 


Fr. Vincent Daniel Blake, OP 


In 1996, Fr. Vincent Daniel Blake arrived at the 
Newman Center, his residence while he served as a Hospital 
Chaplain. He had served twenty-five years ministering to 
street children in Bolivia. After leaving Albuquerque, he 
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went to live in the Dominican Community of St. Dominic's 
priory in Denver. He is now in residence at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Madison, Wisconsin, the parish of two 
other Newman Dominicans (Fr. Kreul, Fr. Norris). 


Fr. Vincent Daniel Blake 


Born 7 May 1925 in Perry, Iowa, Fr. Blake attended his 
parish school twelve years. In 1944 he entered St. Thomas 
Aquinas Priory in River Forest, Illinois. Given the name 
“Daniel” at birth, his new family, the order of St. Dominic, 
gave him the name “Vincent.” After ordination on 1 June 


1951, Fr. Blake taught in high school and college before 
becoming an associate pastor in Madison, Wisconsin. 
During his pastoral work, the Second Vatican Council took 
place and the Church began to implement changes. 
According to Fr. Blake “Things were in a shambles, so, I 
thought it was time to join the missions.” Sent to Bolivia in 
1969, Fr. Blake stayed in the country for 25 years. 


In August, 1999, Bro. Michael Porterfield, OP, arrived 
to work under Fr. Bob as an intern through the Aquinas 
Institute of Theology in St. Louis. He was here until 2000, 
and then headed to the Dominican House of Studies to 
complete his studies. 
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50* Anniversary 


On the 50" anniversary, the Newman Center had a grand 
celebration at the UNM Student Union Ballroom, with 
dinner and a few short presentations. Many past, present 
and current parish members enjoyed meeting students, 
former members, clergy, laity, friends, and family at this 
event. 


50" Anniversary Celebration 25 June 2000. Right to left: Fr. 
Norris, Fr. Demkovich, Fr. Keller, Fr. Kuhlmann, Bro. 
Porterfield. 


Newman House 


The New Millennium started off with a bang. The Kappa 
Alpha Fraternity House at 1806 Sigma Chi Road (behind 
and west of the Center) was converted to the Newman 
House, an intentional living community for Newman 
undergraduate students. The house opened its doors in the 
fall of 2001. Among the first residents were the Campus 
Minister, Melanie Ahern and Fr. Matt Strabala, OP. The 
House was later converted to a Priory. 
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Fr. Matthew Thomas Dominic Strabala, OP 


On 9 December 2000, the Newman Center saw its first 
ordination of the New Millennium, that of Matthew 
Strabala, who had been serving as a Dominican brother at 
the Center. 


Fr. Matthew Thomas Dominic Strabala, OP 


Fr. Matt received a BA degree in 

Psychology from the University of Dallas. 

From 1996 through 2000 Fr. Matt studied at 

the Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. 

Louis, where he received an MA/MDiv. 

During the school year 1998 to 1999 he had 
been an intern at the Newman Center. 


After leaving the Newman Center in August 2003, Matt 
went to the House of Studies for the Eastern Province of 
the Dominicans to work toward a doctorate in Systematic 
Theology. Returning to Albuquerque, he served as 
Director of D+E+I for two years. 


Fr. Matt is now the Assistant Pastor at St. Vincent Ferrer 
Church in River Forest, Illinois. He also serves as the Prior 
of the fourteen friars of St. Vincent Ferrer Priory. 


Fr. Kevin William Niehoff, OP 


About the time that Fr. Matt was ordained, the Newman 
Center received a new resident, Fr. Kevin Niehoff. On 1 
January 2001 he began working for the Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe and was immediately appointed Adjutant Judicial 
Vicar, working in this capacity until 31 July 2013. Fr. 
Kevin also served the Dominican Community in 
Albuquerque as the superior for almost nine of the years he 
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was there, and was the house syndic or business manager 
for almost four years. Fr. Kevin was fundamentally 
responsible for the Dominican Community _ being 
canonically elevated to the status of a Priory before the 
Archbishop of Santa Fe “invited” the Dominicans to leave. 


Fr. Kevin William Niehoff, OP 


Fr. Kevin entered the 
novitiate in August 1987 and 
was professed 14 August 1988. 
He was ordained 8 May 1993. 
He studied at Aquinas Institute 
of Theology in St. Louis, 
Missouri, obtaining a M.Div. 
in May 1993 and a J.C.L. in 
June 2000. He defended his 
doctoral dissertation before 


Easter of 2014. and it has now 
been published. 


As of 3 September 2013 Fr. 

Kevin has been a Tribunal 

Judge for the Diocese of Grand Rapids in Michigan. The 

Tribunal work consists primarily of processing cases for 

individuals seeking a declaration of nullity (annulment), 

although some work also includes serving as a Judge in 

trials against priests, serving as advocates for priests and 

religious, and working in the area of Religious Law within 
Church Law. 
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Fr. Patrick Norris, OP 


The Aquinas University Forums continued unto the New 
Millennium. In 2000, the year of his arrival at the Newman 
Center, Fr. Patrick Norris, OP, presented a forum on the 
ethics of the death penalty and returned the following year, 
23 September, to present a talk on stem cell research. 

Fr. Pat, who had returned to his home _ town, 
Albuquerque, to care for his sick mother, was only at the 
Newman Center for two years, 2000 and 2001. During that 
time he also worked on a doctoral dissertation. 


Fr. Patrick Norris, OP 
Fr. Pat was a_ native’ of 
Albuquerque and attended both the 
Albuquerque Academy and UNM, 
_ where he received a degree in Math 
and Chemistry. He joined the Order of 
__ St. Dominic in 1983 and was ordained 
_ to the priesthood in 1989. He had 
served as an associate pastor at 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Madison, 


Wisconsin. In 1991 he began teaching 
health care ethics at St. Louis 


University. He served as associate 
director of the Center for Health Care Ethics in St. Louis. 

A couple of years after leaving Newman, he became 
pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Madison, Wisconsin, a 
position he held until July 2012. During part of his time 
there the Associate Pastor was Fr. Ron Kreul, who was at 
the Newman Center 1978-1981. Fr. Pat continues in 
residence at Sacred Heart while serving as chaplain at St. 
Mary’s Hospital. 
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9/11 


On Sunday, 28 January 2001, Fr. Bob Burns presented a 
Forum talk on World Religions. The Forum was almost 
cancelled because of a blizzard the day before. But since Fr. 
Burns had driven in from Tucson, where he taught at the 
University of Arizona, and had arrived successfully, the 
event could hardly have been cancelled. 

Fr. Burns is well known for his knowledge of Islam. 
Among the books he has authored is Christianity, Islam, 
and the West, and Islam was, of course included in his 
Forum presentation. That same year, Islam came to the 
forefront of our consciousness with the 11 September attack 
on the Trade Center towers and the Pentagon. 

About two hundred people attended the Newman Center 
noon Mass the day of the attacks. On 14 September about 
three hundred attended the noon Mass on a day of prayer 
about the attacks. In hopes of lessening hostility, Fr. Bob 
Keller contacted the Muslim Student Association and 
obtained three speakers on Islamism—Dr. Mohamed El- 
Genk, Sheik Mahmoud Suliman, and Mr. Hatim Abdullah. 
The first session of “Islam Explained” was held 25 
September in the Newman Center auditorium for an 
overflow crowd. Although the meeting was respectful, one 
could see that the audience was very concerned about the 
Islam affiliation of the Twin Towers terrorists and were 
hoping for an apology or at least an explanation from the 
presenters. In retrospect that would be like American 
Christians apologizing for the anti-Semitic actions of the 
nominally Christian Nazis during WW II. A second session 
on Islam was held 15 October to a little smaller crowd. 
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Newman Art in the New Millennium 


Before Advent 2002 Missy Simnacher was asked, as a 
member of the liturgical environment committee, to 
produce an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary that could 
hang near the crucifix. Since her artwork is considered 
sacred art she didn’t want to just create a seasonal banner 
that would be disrespected by rolling up and being stored in 
the basement. After much discernment, she decided on a 
permanent image that could be hung year round. When Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was hung, Fr. Bob Keller suggested that 
the two Dominican saints, Dominic and Thomas Aquinas 
would be nice additions. So Missy and her husband Gerald 
began working on new art for the Newman Center. Missy 
was the painter and Gerald, the woodworker. 

During the painting of the Virgin, Fr. Bob asked if they 
would create a new 
processional cross as 
well. The Simnachers 
collaborated with 
Rupert Trujillo, also 
on the environmental 
committee and a 
tinsmith, to create the 
processional Cross 
which has been in use 
since Advent 2002. 
Several years later 
Stations of the Cross, 
inspired by drawings ; 
of Fr. William McNichols, were wood- burned onto plaques 
and hung in the courtyard. In 2011, new stations replaced 
these, using the same images, enlarged and laser-cut. 
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After the St. Thomas and St. Dominic paintings were 
hung in 2004 Fr. Bob mused how nice it would be to have 
the Evangelists flanking the crucifix. Fr. Bob told Missy 
about the Cathedral in Chartres, France, where the stained 
glass windows of the four major prophets contained the 
symbol of the corresponding Evangelist in the corner of 
each window. Missy was very enthusiastic about this notion 
because she had wanted to paint the symbols of the 
Evangelists from the Book of Kells for about 10 years and 
the addition of the prophet in the retablo style would 
connect them to New Mexico. For the following year she 
painted four beautiful acrylic paintings on canvas that now 
hang in the main chapel beside the crucifix. They were 
hung for Pentecost 2005. Gerald once again created very 
distinctive frames blending the Kells and New Mexico 
styles to set them off. 


Fr. Andrew James Pavlak, OP 


In July 2003, Fr. Andy returned to the Newman Center 
as associate pastor. He had been at Newman before, in 1996 
and 1997, when he had a pastoral year of internship to give 
him “some of the ‘real life’ experience we ministers need.” 
When Fr. Bob left, he was replaced by Fr. Andy, who was 
made pastor on 18 June 2005. 

Fr. Andy returned to a well-funded, stewardship church. 
During fiscal year 2004/2005, the Center had an income of 
$764,842 (part of which was second collections and 
designated donations) and had actually donated $124,867 of 
that to outside causes—causes ranging from the El Salvador 
Ministry to Casa Angelica to Dismas House, thirty-seven 
charities in all. 
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Fr. Andy and Deacon Bruce Eckland, c2005. 


But with his expenditures for Newman _ Center 
improvements and additions (Dominican House Chapel, 
Dominican Residence, Liturgist’s Office, Courtyard, Main 
Chapel ceiling), Fr. Andy stepped into a quagmire of 
conflict with the Finance Committee, which felt the 
spending was excessive. Finally, being unable to take the 
conflict any longer, he resigned as pastor after just a little 
over a year in that position, left the Dominican Order, and 
became a diocesan priest. In Socorro, New Mexico, he 
became pastor of San Miguel Parish, which included five 
churches! There he has demonstrated outstanding financial 
ability, excelling in raising and wisely spending funds to 
restore the crumbling churches in his parish. Indeed Fr. 
Andy’s financial successes and diligence brought him 
considerable renown. 

And those of us who enjoy sitting in the comfortable 
sofas in the Gathering Space can thank Andy, for these 
were products of his spending at Newman. 
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Bro. Kevin John Henry Newman Stephens, OP 


Fr. Kevin Niehoff wasn’t the 
only Kevin at the Newman Center 
in the 2000s. In 2004 Bro. Kevin 
John Henry Newman Stephens 
(“Bro. Kevin” for short) arrived at 
the center for one year as a student 
intern. 

Although born in San Antonio, 
Texas, Bro. Kevin lived in 
Colorado most of his life. In fact, 
that is where he went to school, at the University of Denver. 
Before entering the Dominicans, Kevin programmed 
computers for a living and did theater in his spare time. 
Raised in the Church of Christ, he became Catholic in 1999 
and in 2001 entered the Dominicans. 


Fr. Robert Kelly, OP 


In June 2005 Fr. Robert Kelly, OP, began serving as 
Associate Pastor under Fr. Andy, who was installed as 
pastor the same month. Fr. Bob, who continued serving 
with Administrator Mike Demkovich and Pastor Tom 
Jackson, OP, was known for his outstanding sermons and 
for starting the Brown Bag Lunch discussion groups at the 
Student Union. 


Bro. Kevin Stephens. 
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Fr. Robert Kelly, OP 

Born and raised with eight 
siblings in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
Fr. Bob attended the local school, St. 
Joseph, where he was taught by the 
Sisters of Loretto. After graduating 
from Colorado State University in 
1976 (with a degree in zoology!), he 
worked for eight years in the secular 
world. 

He attended St. Thomas 
Theological Seminary in Denver as a seminarian for the 
Archdiocese of Denver. After ordination in 1989, Fr. Bob 
served three years as an associate pastor, first as an assistant 
pastor for a suburban Denver parish, then at Holy Name 
Parish in Steamboat Springs, and then at the Shrine of St. 
Anne in Arvada. Realizing his need to live in community, 
Fr. Bob Kelly looked at a number of religious orders — the 
Jesuits, the Vincentians and the Claretians — and realized 
that the Dominicans were the best fit for him. 

After leaving the Newman Center, Fr. Bob served as 
director of adult faith formation at St. Thomas More 
Newman Center in Columbia, Missouri. At various times he 
served as co-director of pastoral life for the Grand Rapids 
Dominican Sisters; director of theology at Fenwick High 
School in Oak Park, Illinois; director of theology at 
Academy of Holy Angels in Minneapolis, Minnesota; and 
director of evangelization at Holy Rosary Parish in 
Minneapolis. 
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Fr. Michael Thomas Paul Demkovich, OP 


With the departure of Fr. Andy, 
an administrator was needed and Fr. 
Mike Demkovich was available to 
temporarily take the reins until a 
pastor could be obtained. Fr. Mike 
was made Parish Administrator on 
16 October 2006 staying in that 
position until Fr. Thomas M. 
Jackson took over on 15 July 2007. 

In addition to founding and 
directing D+E+I, Fr. Mike wore fy. Michael Demkovich. 
other hats while he was at the 
Newman Center. In March 2003, Archbishop Sheehan 
asked him to serve as Ecumenical Officer for the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Later, he was invited to serve on 
the Board of Directors for the New Mexico Conference of 
Churches, an association of Christian churches in the state. 


Fr. Michael Thomas Paul Demkovich, OP 
Fr. Mike was a vocation that came from the Newman 
Center and has always considered the Center his home 


church. The former Director of the Dominican Ecclesial 
Institute and author of A Soul Centered Life, he has taught 
Spirituality at Blackfriars, Oxford. 


Fr. Thomas Martin Jackson, OP 


Fr. Tom Jackson was humble, sensitive, and prayerful, 
with a great laugh, and the congregation adored him. It may 
have been his Baptist background that made his sermons so 
moving (but long). Fr. Tom’s eyes often welled up with 
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tears when consecrating the Eucharist. And he was given to 
resounding Amens. 


Fr. Thomas M. Jackson, OP 


A native of Houston, Texas, 

Thomas Jackson began studies for 

religious life and priesthood with 

the Society of the Divine Word 

(SVDs) with the intent’ of 

becoming a foreign missionary. 

After graduating College 

Seminary (B.A. Social 

Sciences/Minor in Cross-cultural 

Studies), he left the SVDs and 

served as a lay minister in the 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and as a lay hospital 
chaplain in the Diocese of Dallas. 

In 1987 Tom entered the Dominicans (Province of St. 
Albert the Great) in Denver, Colorado. After initial 
formation in the “life of the preacher,” he did theological 
studies in Saint Louis, MO, being granted a Master of 
Divinity degree (Pastoral Studies) and an M.A. in Systemic 
Theology from Aquinas Institute of Theology in 1992. Fr. 
Tom was ordained a priest 9 May 1992. 

Over the past 35 years Fr. Tom has served the Church in 
many capacities: high school teacher (History, Language 
Arts, Religion and Speech); itinerate preacher; retreat and 
spiritual director; hospital and university chaplain. He also 
served as a certified Child Welfare Specialist IT for the State 
of Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. 

He currently serves as pastor of Holy Name of Mary 
Parish. 
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On his arrival in 2007, Fr. Tom had great plans for the 
Newman Center. In his own words he lists these as “return 
religious education on-site (Fr. Andy had formed a 
partnership with St. Charles Borremeo for joint religious 
education that did not work out well); institute ‘Mass on the 
Grass’ (a tradition of taking “church” onto the university 
campus); establish an annual parish picnic (to strengthen 
bonds among year-round parish members); annually invite 
itinerant preachers (to share the §Dominican 
charism/identity); invite home-school families to socialize 
at the Center; establish the ‘Renatum Campaign’ (to provide 
funding for ongoing capital repairs); recruit more friars to 
serve the Center and the Archdiocese AND convert the 
student residence into a Priory (to strengthen Dominican 
presence in the Archdiocese).” 

Fr. Tom so believed in inclusivity and hospitality that 
he made certain that Newman finally had handicapped 
access from the parking lot by having the first chair lift 
installed. He also lead the complex renovation of the 
Newman Center, starting with the Priory and Casita total re- 
do from 2009 to 2010. Then the North Wing conversion in 
2010 and 2011 opened up effective, needed meeting and 
office space. 

Upset that he had been reassigned before his term had 
expired, parishioners said to him “But Tom, everything is 
going so well...you have done such a good job.” And Tom 
would respond, “Yes, but at what cost?” today he is a 
Chicago pastor and writes a quarterly newsletter “Preaching 
the Good News on the South Side of Chicago.” 
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Fr. Joachim Neutsie Culotta, OP 


Parochial Vicar under Fr. Tom Jackson for a short time 
was Fr. Joachim Culotta, who joined Newman | July 2008. 
Extremely personable and always smiling, Fr. Joachim 
loved to dance, until he injured his knee. He left the 
Newman Center in January 2010 to have it repaired and was 
reassigned while gone. It was a real loss for the Center. But 
he still travels to El Salvador with the Newman Delegation. 


Fr. Joachim Neutsie Culotta, OP 


A native of Beaumont, Texas, Fr. Culotta 
began dance lessons at age two, and once 
considered becoming a professional tap 
dancer. But he couldn’t resist a call to the 
priesthood. After high school, Fr. Culotta 
chose the Dominicans because he wanted 
to live in community with other priests 
and brothers. 


Given the religious name “Joachim,” he received his habit 
in 1957, professed first vows in 1958, and took final vows 
in 1961. He graduated from the Aquinas Institute, at the 
time in Dubuque, Iowa, and was ordained in 1964. 


He later earned a master’s degree in counseling psychology 
from Santa Clara University in California. Then studied 
canon law in Rome, and earned a doctorate, with high 
honors, from the University of St. Thomas Aquinas. Most 
of his work has been in canon law though he has served 
parishes, high schools, and Newman Centers. 


Today he is with the diocesan Ecclesiastical Tribunal, 
hearing marriage annulment cases, in Lafayette, Indiana. 
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Sr. Mary Ann Barrett, OP 


In August 2001, Sr. Mary Ann Barrett, OP, came to 
Albuquerque to replace Melanie Ahern as Director of 
Campus Ministry. Sr. Mary Ann, who started the Sunday 
Student Masses and student meals, served until 2006. Mary 
Ann was followed by Rosie Chinea and then Bro. Gabe as 
Campus Ministers. 


Sr. Mary Ann Barrett, OP 
Sr. Mary Ann was born in Alpena, 
Michigan. She received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Aquinas 
College, a second master’s degree in 
pastoral studies from Loyola 
University in Chicago, and a certificate 


in biblical studies from Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago Sr. 
Mary Ann _ started her religious 
ministry as a teacher and subsequently 
directed campus ministry at Aquinas 
College before joining the Aquinas Newman Center. She is 
now serving in an administrative role with the Dominican 
Sisters at the Marywood Campus, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


Women in the Spirit 


In the Spring of 2006, Meg Ashcroft, Liturgy Director, 
invited a group of women to discuss the possibility of 
starting a women's group to discuss topics important to 
Catholic women of all ages. “Women in the Spirit” (WITS), 
has now been in existence for nearly eight years, sharing 
stories and journeys, exploring topics as varied as “Celtic 
Spirituality,” “The Journey from Loss to Illumination,” and 
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“Sacramental Consciousness.” The meetings are filled with 
music, prayer and reflection. Women in the Spirit is a time 
when women can gather, explore their faith, share their 
experiences and talk about their hopes and dreams. 


Vision Statement 


As part of the Newman Center's strategic planning 
initiated by Fr. Tom, in 2009 a Vision Statement for the 
Aquinas Newman Center was adopted: 


Espousing the Dominican charism, “To Preach; To 
Praise; To Bless,”’ The Aquinas Newman Center, the 
Catholic Center at the University of New Mexico, is a 
non-geographic, open, welcoming and_ accessible 
community of God, committed to growth in learning, 
celebrating and serving, and rooted in gospel action. 
As a university campus ministry parish, first and 
foremost, we are a cooperative ministry, working with 
the students, faculty, staff, alumni and parents, and 
committed to working, as well, with the resident 
parishioners as one stewardship parish on a journey 
of faith and social justice. 
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In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the 
plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king 
saw the part of the hand that wrote. ... And this is the 
writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN _ Book of Daniel, Chapter 5 


The writing on the wall indicated the end of the 
Babylonian Kingdom. The phrase now indicates portents of 
any bad ending. At the Aquinas Newman Center, there was 
writing on the wall that few if any Newmanites saw. 

To many Catholics, the 2010s seemed the dawn of a 
new, exciting era. On 13 March 2013, Frances, born Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio in Argentina, became the 266th Pope of 
the Catholic Church. He was the first Jesuit Pope, the first 
Pope from the Americas, and the first non-European Pope 
in almost 1300 years. His simple, unassuming life style 
appeared to signal a new, liberal bent in the Pontificate 
(although, in fact, Pope Frances still stood solidly behind 
basic Catholic doctrine). In late September, 2013, Francis 
announced that Popes John XXIII and John Paul II would 
be proclaimed saints in a single ceremony 27 April, 2014, 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 


Fr. Daniel Charles Davis, OP 


In April of 2010, Fr. Dan Davis came to the Newman 
Center, and in March 2011 was made administrator in place 
of Fr. Tom Jackson who had been reassigned. In the 
summer of 2011, he became the new Newman Center 
pastor. He has this to say about the Newman Center: 

I am struck by the dedication and energy of the staff 

and parishioners and students. It is clear that here at 

Newman we are not just to talk the talk, but are 
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committed to walking the walk. Ours is a time of 
division, between the so called left and right. I am 
committed to open dialogue between these poles so 
Christ’s call to unity can be achieved. This is not an 
easy task for any of us, but we are Catholic......that 
says it all. 


Fr. Daniel Charles Davis, OP 
After college at St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN, Fr. Dan 
entered the Dominican Order with none other than Jimmy 
Marchionda, OP. After dropping out for a while, he 


returned to the Order and was ordained in 1994. He served 
at the Dominican Fenwick High School in Oak Park, 
Illinois, Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Purdue in Indiana, and then here in Albuquerque. 


In 2013 Fr. Dan was approached by a parishioner 
suggesting that “That Man Is You!” (TMIY, a men’s 
enrichment group) be brought to the Newman Center. It was 
expected that Dan would show a bit of resistance and 
hesitation to starting a new men’s ministry, but instead he 
was instantly supportive. His only question was, “What can 
I do to help?” From its launch on Thursday, 12 September 
2013, an average of thirty-five men show up at 6 am each 
week for breakfast, presentation and fellowship to learn 
how to be better husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, and 
leaders in the Newman Center parish and the community at 
large. And TMIY presents a roadmap for that journey based 
on Roman Catholic values and teachings. Participants are 
encouraged, enriched, and supported by the Dominicans 
and became better men as a result. 
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It has been said of Fr. Dan that he preaches the most 
incredible homilies. Sometimes, after hearing the readings 
one wonders, “How on earth is he going to make sense out 


Fr. Dan (2014. 


of those readings.” Then, he 
would open our minds to a new 
and deep insight. What a gift! 
Under Fr. Dan, perhaps one 
of the Newman Center’s most 
capable administrators, the 
church thrived. The Center 
developed an __ outstanding 


™ programs in music under the 


direction of Steve Herrera, and 
education with the bi-weekly 
multi-generational “Faith in 
Life” program with nearly 300 
in attendance, under Kyle 
Kemp's leadership. Bro. Gabriel 
Dault was assigned the 
important task of Campus 


Minister. Fr. Richard Litzau was brought in as Parochial 
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Vicar, Fr. George Reynolds 
returned as Pastor Emeritus, 
and Fr. Jim Marchionda 
became Director of 
Development. Each of the 
priests brought very special 
talents to his job. We already 
know much of Fr. George, the 
heart of the Newman Center, 
but consider two others: 


Fr. Richard Litzau, OP 


Steve Herrera, Jim Marchionda, 


Fr. Richard, who arrived at piano and clarinet (2014). 

the Newman Center in July 

2011, brought the unusual gift of having been married, an 
experience that many people felt gave him an understanding 
of troubles and blessings of family life. And his earlier 
marriage gave him a particular love for children, who often 
accompanied him as he processed from Mass or who were 
carried out in his arms following a baptism. 


Fr. Rich (2013). 


One parishioner noted: Fr. 
Rich copied a page from God’s 
playbook: he was available, he 
was listening, he was ready to 
help, he understood the big 
things and the little things, he 
had more faith in us than we 
had in ourselves, he nudged us 
to do our best. 

Let’s let Fr. Rich tell of his 
unusual life (unusual, that is, 
for a priest) in his own words: 
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Fr. Richard Litzau, OP 

Let's start with the basics; I have two children, Jacob and 
Elizabeth; and four grandchildren, Kyle, RJ, Stephanie and 
Simon. My son lives in Albuquerque; my daughter in 
Denver. Not a widower, I was divorced and my marriage 
was annulled by the Church. Born and raised in Denver, I 
attended Catholic school, a Jesuit high school and graduated 
from the University of Colorado (Denver) with a BA in 
Education, Rehabilitation Services. I've been a corrections 
counsellor, a probation officer, a hospice chaplain, along 
with other jobs over the years. 

I have 5 siblings, a sister and four brothers. Although I'm 
seen as a “late vocation’, I believe that I simply was in 
formation for a very, very long time. I spent the year in the 
novitiate, studied in St. Louis, was ordained in 2005, and 
assigned to our new house in Bloomington, Indiana. The six 
years at the parish/Newman center on the IU campus were 
formative. And now I’m here. 

I am an avid reader, growing up with science fiction, 
history and techno-thrillers; when I have the opportunity I 
play racquetball (opportunity, partner and court); and, when 
I was in a younger man's body, I enjoyed hiking the 
Rockies. 

I consider it a privilege and an honor to be here. My 
mantra, for a long time, has been. “Service to God through 
service to God's people!”, and it is a commitment that I 
strive to meet. I am a natural introvert, and tend to be a 
quiet, observant individual. Observations to the contrary are 
a result of over-compensation on my part. 


If you needed to find Fr. Rich, you knew exactly where 
to find him. Before Masses, he would be at the front door 
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greeting parishioners, welcoming strangers. The rest of the 
week, all one had to do was walk down the corridor of 
offices, and from his office or the gathering space, Fr. Rich 
would say “Hi! How are you?” Sometimes even identifying 
people by name based solely on their footsteps. One word 
summed up Fr. Rich—” welcoming.” 


Fr. James Vincent Marchionda, OP 


Fr. Jim joined the Newman 
Center staff in August 2012 as 
Director of the Development 
Office on a half-time basis. The 
rest of his time he was a 
preacher of missions and 
retreats and a _ musician, 

Fr, Jim Marchionda (2014). Conducting music workshops, 
publishing music, and 

conducting concerts. The combination of preaching and 
awe-inspiring singing made for spectacular sermons as Fr. 
Jimmy broke into song in the midst of prose, and vice versa. 


Fr. James Vincent Marchionda, OP 
Fr. Jim has been preaching full time since 1994. A St. 
Albert the Great Dominican, he has preached at parishes, 
lay group. retreats, provinces of religious men, 
congregations of religious women, and other organizations. 
Strongly committed to collaborative preaching with women, 


Jim almost always preaches with Sr. Ann Willetts, OP, from 
the Sinsinawa Dominican Congregation. 

Fr. Jim has been composing published music since the 
1970s. He has served his province for nine years as Vicar 
Provincial and for seventeen years on the Provincial 
Council for the Chicago Dominicans. 
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Bro. Gabriel John Dault, OP 


A native of Alpena, 
Michigan (also Sr. Mary 
Ann Barrett’s home town), 
Bro. Gabe became a 
Dominican novice in July 
1988 and took his first 
vows in August of the 
following year. Following 

. fourteen years at Fenwick 

Bro. Gabe (c2013). High School in Chicago as 

Campus Minister, he 

joined the staff of the Aquinas Newman Center in the same 
position, taking over after Rosie Chinea had left. 


Change 


The parish into which Fr. Dan walked was quite 
different from the Newman Center of the 1950s. The latter 
was comprised almost entirely of UNM students and had to 
a significant extent acted in locos parentis. But the student 
body had changed, becoming older; the priests had changed, 
now post Vatican II; and the parish had changed, more 
“open, welcoming and accessible.” Parents of students 
began attending. Graduating students returned as adults. 
Faculty and University staff found the Newman Center to 
have an appealing intellectual atmosphere. 

In 1998 Fr. Bob Keller had noted that the “draw” to the 
Newman Center was “the liturgy, the preaching, the ferment 
of thought, and the formation and education.” He went on to 
note that the Newman Center cherished “discourse, 
inquisitive thinking, and theological thought in the public 
square.” Fr. Dan was more blunt: 
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“The parishioners are very progressive, very 
intellectual, and they resonated with the way we 
preached. The Newman Center tends to be a 
conglomeration of disenfranchised Christians from 


around the city...” 


The St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center had become a 
thriving, scholarly, open, and financially sound parish 
serving professionals, academicians, independents. And this 
was in addition to students, which the parish still served, 
and served admirably. 


Newman Center in 2014 
35% Active Students (half attend home parish weekends) 
50% Current/Former Faculty, Staff, Alumni, Parents 
15% Other Resident Parishioners 
864 Active Registered Households (1800 Active Members } 
2300 Registered Total Families (5400 Registered Members) 
400 Active Students 
1500 Financial Contributors 
13 Candidates/Catechumens in 2013 
224 Candidates/Catechumens last 25 Years (138 Students) 
350 Liturgical Ministers, Many Serving Multiple Functions 
275 at Student Mass (While UNM in Session) 
120 Students at free Sunday Meal 
25 Couples Prepared for Sacrament of Marriage (Annually) 
260 Faith in Life Registrants (Bi-Weekly) 
45 Mid- and High-Schoolers in Youth Ministry 
44 Children in Catholic Grade Schools 
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But, sometimes, Lord, news is bad....and we have to 
pause, catch our breath, and soul-search, to help 
unbind the blessing from the pain. Then, from the very 
depths of our being, and by your grace, we find the 
faith to whisper, if even through our tears, “God is 
good all the time.”’ 

From a prayer by Fr. Jimmy Marchionda 
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In February 2014 Fr. George conducted his annual 
blessing of the animals, knowing that he would not be 
around on the Feast Day of St. Francis, when the blessing is 
usually done. On 8 April 2014, a small group met 
informally in the Newman Center Gathering Space to 
discuss preparation of this book. Fr. George stopped by to 
say “Hi,” but it was his goodbye that touched everyone. As 
he walked away, in a typical Fr. George fashion, he sang 


So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, good night. 
I hate to go and leave this pretty sight. 

So long, farewell auf wiedersehen, adieu 
Adieu, adieu, to you and you and you. 

[Oscar Hammerstein Richard Rodgers. ] 


Fr. George’s last Newman Center Mass was Saturday, 
26 April, followed by a going away party, though the word 
“party” is a stretch. At the end of the Easter 2014 liturgy, 
George said “well, I’m not just going to disappear “poof” 
like 152 pounds of beautiful pixie dust!” But then he did. 

On Friday, 2 May, with the help of parishioners, Fr. 
Jimmy Marchionda packed his and Fr. George’s belongings 
along with articles and furniture belonging to the 
Dominicans in a filled-to-capacity eighteen-foot truck. A 
smaller vehicle obtained earlier that morning had to be 
returned for something larger. At 5:30 am, the next day, 
with a traveling companion, Fr. George headed out by plane 
to Pius V Parish in Chicago, where he and Fr. Jimmy had 
been assigned, with Fr. Jimmy following by truck. On the 
way Jimmy would stop off in St. Louis to drop off some 
articles to Dominicans at Aquinas Institute of Theology. 
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Fr. Dan and Fr. Rich were assigned to the Newman 
Center at the University of Missouri in Columbia. Bro. 
Gabe is heading back to Michigan, where he grew up. 

In the Saturday, 22 March Albuquerque Journal, Rev. 
Dan Davis, OP, Pastor, had this to say: 


I’m leaving the Newman Center, with regret and much 
gratitude. 

I wanted to write something about events at the 
Aquinas Newman Center before I headed to points 
east in July, ending over 60 years of Dominican 
presence at the Newman Center at the University of 
New Mexico. 

I realize that I represent my Dominican brothers, over 
all those years, who served the people of this diocese. 
As such, I wanted to thank these people for the 
privilege of worshiping with them and offering our 
mutual faith to the thousands of students and faculty 
at UNM. 

I and the Dominican Order will remember fondly the 
important work done here in Albuquerque to 
intellectually challenge men and women of faith to 
embrace Our Lord and his mandate to preach the 
truth. 

That truth has not been easy to preach. It never will 
be. It requires the courage to distinguish between the 
mores of this world and the message of Jesus, and 
then to carry out that message no matter what may 
stand in its way. 

It requires patience, understanding, fortitude and 
understanding, piety and fear of the lord. All, gifts 
from the Holy Spirit given to each of us in our 
Sacraments of Initiation, to be used to further the Gospel. 
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Have we succeeded in furthering the Gospel? We have 
been told that we are not to see the results of our 
efforts; that ours is to sow the seeds. The process of 
sowing those seeds has been such joy and I have no 
regrets for the difficulties that sowing may have 
caused me. Indeed, the difficulty pales in comparison 
to the price Jesus paid, if I may be so bold as to 
suggest such a thing. 

Do I regret the present turn of events? Yes! I would 
have much preferred an opportunity to collaborate 
with the diocese in such a way that the Dominicans 
could stay and continue to minister at UNM. 

But, for reasons beyond me, that is not going to be the 
case. My prayer is that the real felt needs of the parish 
community at Newman will be addressed. My hope is 
that I and my brothers have addressed those needs 
over our long time here. My belief is that Jesus will 
not abandon any of us. 

I am excited about our new pope. I think our church is 
moving in the direction set out by Vatican II. I suggest 
that all of us pay close attention to what Jesus says in 
the Gospels. 

Only Jesus and his way will take us to God. We might 
be tempted to know the way, and insist that our way 
be taken, but only Jesus and his way will take us to 
God. 

Pray for me and my Dominican family. Thanks to all 
who are part of that family. Remember that our Fr. 
Dominic encouraged us to praise God, bless our 
brothers and sisters, and preach the truth. 

What a privilege that has been, and is and will be. 
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On 26 April 2014, following 
his last Newman Center Mass, 
Fr. George delivered a farewell 
address. If there was a dry eye 
in the congregation, it was not 
obvious. 


In my 56 years as a 
Dominican priest, I have 
never been called on to start 
a new ministry, but have 
always moved into” a 
situation that was already there. I have tried to 
understand and respect what went before. One of the 
sayings that has always guided me is from South 
Africa: 

If you must take from the people their times and their 
customs, Make sure you leave them with something of 
value. 

I would like to mention some of the values I hope to 
leave with you. 

One value I have tried to continue here is the belief 
that the Church is very complex: it is made up of the 
Pope, the hierarchy, the building. And especially the 
church is the living organism of the people who 
gather to worship together and share a common faith 
in the celebration of the Eucharist. The way that you 
people have gathered together to exercise your own 
belief that you have a voice, that you represent a vital 
part of the Church we all love is a value that I have 
tried to foster and I believe we Dominicans for six and 
a half decades have successfully presented to the 
Church that lives in our midst. 
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Another value regards the students. I have always 
respected and appreciated is in the life of the young 
on our campus and in our parish: they are old enough 
to ask the right questions, but young enough not to be 
invested in the wrong answers. A value I would like to 
leave is that they continue their questioning, and 
through their belief in Jesus question the life they live 
in a world that is hostile both to peace and to justice. 
Now this will be an ongoing value that needs to be 
considered and investigated. We think of ourselves as 
a welcoming community. I believe we are but we need 
constantly to work at it. We greet those around us and 
those we know. That reminds me of the banquet Jesus 
spoke of when he said, “Even the pagans do that.” 
Being a welcoming community means that we seek out 
those we do not know and introduce ourselves and ask 
names and about their families; that we take a 
genuine interest in strangers and that we make sure 
that no one leaves our church without knowing that 
the individuals have added an important element to 
our celebration and we are grateful for their 
presence. 

Another value I hope I leave is the knowledge of the 
distinction between conservative and liberal. By 
conservative I mean knowing what has worked and 
what is important from the past that needs to be 
preserved. By liberal I mean that we know what has 
worked and ask ourselves if there is some way that 
more people can be helped and that our efforts can 
make life better and more meaningful for the poor, the 
peacemakers, the forgotten and those in despair. We 
will always need both conservative and liberal who 
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address each other in honesty and willingness to listen 
to opposite views and act accordingly and do it 
creatively. The bridge between the two is the word 
tradition. When Jesus was leaving the Apostles, he 
said that he would send the Holy Spirit who would 
teach them all things. In other words, Jesus did not 
expect or want his followers to stay stagnant but to 
embrace each other and his creation as it also 
unfolded in his love and to remain open to ways that 
his love could be more forcefully expressed and to 
show the love that he has for all creation. In other 
words, tradition means that we know and respect what 
has worked and work to improve it. 

This value is just a reminder that our God is a God of 
surprises. Only She knows that will happen and what 
is in store for us or for our world. It is also surprising 
to many that God is a God of joy, happiness and fun. 
The gospel is a document of the surprising love that 
God has for us. There is no way we can predict it, or 
anticipate it. But we can delight in it and respond in 
laughter and jubilation, 

Another value is the ability to look at the evil in the 
world and to ask how we can help eradicate it. Our 
television news, our papers, our websites are filled 
with violence and abuse; abuse of our families, our 
animals and our environment. Our games and tv 
shows are popular if they are war-prone and killings 
and bombings determine the winners. The violence is 
not only individual it is also global. As long as we 
pretend that when God said to Adam and Eve that 
they were to increase and multiply and take command 
over the whole earth, he did not mean that humans 
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were to ruin, rape and destroy the earth. He never 
said that greed and _ selfishness would be an 
appropriate methodology for life on this planet. As 
long as we allow greed and selfishness to guide our 
actions, we impoverish ourselves as well as our earth. 
The value I would like to leave is for us to ask 
ourselves what we can do to simplify our lives and the 
lives of our families to reach a greater understanding 
of the importance of life itself and the enjoyment and 
happiness that could be ours if only we appreciated 
the great gifts that already have been given us. 
Another value I would like to leave you with is the 
lack of fear. We do not need to fear the unknown — the 
immigrant, those of different nationalities and 
languages, those of different orientations and goals. 
All of us are products of our own ancestry and 
immigration. As long as we embrace and live our 
fears, we will never be free to love our brothers and 
sisters as Christ loves them. And we ourselves will 
never be truly free if we bind ourselves by our own 
prejudices and suspicions. 

And this then is the last value I would like to leave 
with you. We have all been created in the image and 
likeness of God. Each one of us is precious and 
important to God and we should have that same 
respect and appreciation for each other. Each one of 
us displays a different aspect of the majesty and 
dignity of God in a way that has never happened 
before and will never happen again. Treasure that 
within others and within yourselves. And if you do, 
that would be the greatest value I can possibly leave 
with you. 
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I cannot take you with me as I leave, but I can take 
your love for me and my love and respect for you. I 
also take my gratitude to you for all that you have 
given me in so many different ways. 

So now I would like to recite the ancient blessing that 
has also been very meaningful to me: 

May the road rise up to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And may the rain fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May the Lord hold you gently in the palm of his hand. 


Memories Are Made of This 
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Reflections of Newman Friends 


Every attempt was made to include exact wording and 
every submission we received by the deadline. Our 
apologies for any human errors. 


Javier Aceves 


I came to a funeral of a colleague’s spouse and heard 
that they were not parishioners at Newman; however, Fr. 
Bob Keller, OP, offered to have the funeral services 
anyway. It was his address/homily that caught my attention 
and for the first time since moving to New Mexico I felt 
connected with the spirituality being talked about in a 
Catholic Church. I found in him a true model of humility 
and wisdom in Christ’s ways. 

Later on he introduced me to another parishioner and we 
began a regular “breakfast club” where we shared more 
than conversed about our own spirituality and social justice 
issues; a conversation that continues whenever he comes 
back into town. The friendship that was born then continues 
and has been a well for my spiritual growth, indeed brothers 
in Christ. 

When going through a difficult life’s decision Fr. 
Richard Litzau, OP, extended a hand and blessings in a 
way that brought clarity and strength so that I could find 
comfort and loving acceptance. 

Fr. Dan Davis, OP, prepares his homilies in the 
Dominican tradition and in doing so I find them insightful 
and inspiring; he offers his message with all the strength 
that comes from the gospel without leaving out the 
questions and uncertainties that only each one of us in 
relationship with God can and should struggle with. 


-147- 


Memories Are Made of This 


Fr. George Reynolds, OP, presented a gospel with joy 
and humor in a manner that was authentically human and 
divinely inspired. It is easier to relate to the human Christ 
because of how Fr. George lived and taught the gospel. 


Grace Alonzo and Jan Hans 


Many of the priests at the Newman center remain in our 
memory. To name a few: Ed Nash, Mark Farrell, Frank 
Pretto, George Reynolds, Vincent Blake, Paul Wirenga, 
Paul Johnson, Ron, Hugo, Jack, Jon Alexander, Tony 
Romero, Aaron Arce, Steve Kuhlman, Pat Norris, Tom 
Jackson, Bob Kelly, Bob Keller, Andy Pavlak, Matt 
Strabala, Joachim Culotta, Mike Demkovich, Kevin 
Niehoff, Rich Litzau, Dan Davis and Jimmy 
Marchionda. 

Jan: I came to Newman in 1973 by invitation from 
Grace. I was at a point where my belief in the Catholic 
Church was strained to the point that I no longer wanted to 
be Catholic. I knew I was home during my first Mass at 
ANC. 

Frank: At the piano. 

George is remembered for his wonderful spiritual 
leadership, great homilist, vibrant. We have observed Fr. 
George’s growth (as we have experienced our own) over 
the decades. As I wrote to him: We remember when a 
crying baby brought stress to you at the altar and today we 
watch you embrace that same sound with a smile and gentle 
acceptance. 

Father Hugo had a special place in his heart for our son, 
Brian. He knew Brian’s history without being told and 
embraced him. For the strength and guidance he offered 
Brian we are eternally grateful. 
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Tony Romero and Bob Keller advanced the Newman 
Center family / community in a dynamic manner. They each 
had special gifts that drew our spiritual community into 
action. Tony was always cheerful, always with a smile, He 
welcomed everyone with a hug. Tony was a great gardener. 
Our gardens never looked better that when he was here. I 
surmise that his gardening skills were a direct reflection of 
his ability to nurture the spiritual and intellectual lives of his 
flock. 

Aaron Arce: Refreshing. 

Fr. Bob Keller: Sweetest, kindest man. Treated 
everyone equally - goes away to a new assignment and 
comes back to visit remembering the name of each 
parishioner. So knowledgeable and so able to preach to the 
spiritual, intellectual and common sense values of our lives. 
The epitome of what being a Dominican friar means. Thank 
you, Bob, for embracing your gifts and sharing them with 
the world. 

Mike: Vibrant!! Charismatic 

Dan: Impressive leadership skills. Dan seems to allow 
the community to grow itself. So many ministries flow from 
and through the Newman Center. A Pastor who allows his 
spiritual community to flourish without interference and 
with sufficient guidance. The quiet man. 

Jimmy: The music man. 

Rich: Lighthearted, practical. 

We have named 27 friars that have passed through ANC 
during our 43 years as parishioners and are sure that we 
have left some out. Dominican friars move in and out of our 
lives by plan. Each individual comes in with a different 
personality and skills but all share in the same mission. 
While we have not made a comment about each friar, all 
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have brought wonderful gifts to this community, none less 
important than the other. Over the decades six children and 
3 grandchildren have received Sacraments and participated 
in life at the Newman Center. Each will share that they have 
grown from their relationship with this community and that 
the Dominican experience continues to influence their lives 
even though they have moved on. So important to us is that 
they all are happy that we embrace and are embraced by 
this community. 

Thank you Dominican Friars for all that you have 
brought to our lives. God Bless each of you as you continue 
to preach and teach the Living Word. 


Anonymous 


I will miss not having Father Rich at the front door 
welcoming everyone to each Mass. His act of welcoming is 
a ministry in itself. It marks the beginning of the Mass and 
it is a comforting ritual for each of us. It indicates loving 
acceptance and an open door. He himself exemplifies a 
welcoming and accepting spirit and is perhaps the reason he 
so faithfully takes his station each Sunday. 

Father George is a beacon. Who can say why he is so 
loved (count the ways!) Just seeing him brings us joy. He is 
funny, charming, colorful and beautiful, but most of all he 
is a gifted preacher. Father George’s preaching over time 
has caused me to change and purify important perspectives 
regarding my faith and work. When he leaves us, I will 
have to draw on my memories of his great spirit. I will 
never forget Father George. 

Father Dan’s _ sincerity and _ thought-provoking 
discussions with those of us in RCIA laid a foundation for 
us to develop and to refer to our consciences in all moral 
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matters. I believe this teaching (referring to the conscience) 
has helped to make the Aquinas Newman Center a powerful 
avenue for God’s work in our parishioners’ lives, and 
ultimately in our community. 

My husband I and I followed our kids to the Newman 
Center and we are relatively new here. Raised Protestant, 
our adult children were drawn to Catholicism because of its 
authenticity, and to the Newman Center in particular 
because of the joyful and thoughtful Dominican teaching. 
After several years of attendance, I joined in 2013. That 
same year I became involved in the El Salvador ministry, 
where I worked alongside others to address some of the 
needs of the poor communities in el Salvador. Each person 
we served in turn blessed us in ways that were 
transforming. While in El Salvador I also discovered joy 
from Christian fellowship that I had never known. I believe 
it came from working on a common problem with people of 
faith and then sharing and praying about our experiences. 


Paula Appleton 


On December 21, 1973, Robert Appleton and I were 
married at 7 pm in the small chapel of the Aquinas Newman 
Center by Father Frank Pretto. I’ve attended the Aquinas 
Newman Center since moving to Albuquerque in May of 
1973. Robert was attending UNM Architecture School at 
the time. Over the years, Robert and I moved with our jobs 
but always returned to New Mexico. Robert died in 1998 
and in 2000, I once again returned to Albuquerque and have 
been a member of the Aquinas Newman Center once again. 
The friars, named and unnamed, have been a huge influence 
on my spirituality and faith. I can’t thank them enough for 
their guidance. The homilies have always fed my soul and 
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many times I’ve felt that they were written for me and I’m 
sure many parishioners feel the same. 


Ellen Ashcraft 


Fr. Bob Keller, OP, impresses me because he always 
remembers my name when he sees me—and even the name 
of my husband, with whom he has had very little 
interaction. Fr. Bob’s homilies are beyond compare! 

I remember showing Fr. Bob Kelly a picture of my two 
new kittens, and he quite honestly told me he wasn’t much 
of a pet person. © Oh well! 

I recall Fr. Andy Pavlak, OP, sitting down across from 
me at a Lenten Soup Supper and discussing Mel Gibson’s 
film, The Passion of the Christ. 

Fr. Dan always gives very thoughtful and humble 
homilies. I appreciated his multiple visits to my mother 
when she was hospitalized for a serious illness. 

Fr. Jimmy plays a mean clarinet! 

I will always have fond memories of Fr. George for his 
little asides that he adds during Mass (which make him so 
“real’’), for his glee in “sprinkling” the congregation with 
holy water, for his wonderful sense of humor, for his liberal 
insights, and indeed, for his very human letter expressing 
his anger over the ousting of the Dominicans by the 
Archbishop. That especially endeared him to me, and I 
appreciated his vulnerability in letting us know what he was 
thinking and feeling. 

I loved that Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, who originally came 
from a different faith background, because it seemed to add 
another dimension to his preaching. One specific memory I 
have was of Fr. Tom coming into the hall and adjusting the 
temperature for us during a Craft Fair, when we were 
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freezing. He very practically said, “There’s no reason for 
you all to be suffering!” We were so grateful! 

I love that Fr. Rich had been married and has children 
and grandchildren! It makes him seem more relatable, more 
like us, the laity. I love that he is warm and welcoming and 
I will certainly miss hugging him on the way into the 
building. He has stood outside on even the coldest days to 
welcome parishioners as we arrive for Mass. As a 
confessor, you get a lot of bang for your buck with Fr. Rich, 
and my experience was that he gave very practical and 
applicable penance. 

When I moved to ABQ, I did a lot of church hopping to 
decide where to land. It was the parishioner participation 
and the more intimate chapel that won me over to the 
Newman Center, along with the homilies that gave me 
something to “chew on” throughout the week. I was 
surprised (and a little suspicious) when I had a phone call 
and subsequent visit from a welcoming committee member 
shortly after I registered as a parish member. That visit 
confirmed that I had chosen the right parish, and made me 
feel like the Newman Center cared about my being there. 

The late Laurie Garihee provided wonderful, if stern, 
lector training, and I believe she is largely responsible for 
our having better lectors than many other churches I visit. 
Laurie had a love of language and a profound respect for 
the readings and the Church. 

I don’t know when the Newman Center Arts & Crafts 
Fair first began, but I think Janice Myers was an early 
organizer, if I’m not mistaken. Next, Deborah Thomas and I 
coordinated the 2009 craft fair. Beth Horan and I have 
coordinated the craft fair since 2010. In 2013, we had a 
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record number of participants in the fair, and added more 
than $800 to the general parish fund. 

One of my greatest joys at Newman has_ been 
participating in as many meetings of the Women in the 
Spirit that I can. It is a blessing to meet with like-minded 
spiritual travelers who aren’t afraid to ask, and attempt to 
answer, the difficult questions in life. The women in the 
core group who plan these meetings are truly a gift to our 
parish. 


Jane Baechle 


Fr. Paul gave me hope that Vatican II’s ideas and spirit 
could live somewhere in Albuquerque. 

There are too many memories to try to capture 
everything about Fr. Bob Keller. He was the embodiment 
of servant leadership. I still remember the first time I heard 
him preach; he reached behind the ambo and took out a pair 
of garish sunglasses to talk about the various distractions 
and disguises that keep us from focusing on what is truly 
important in our lives. 

I was always moved by Fr. Bob Kelly’s sermons. They 
were so well written, so many powerful ideas in a few 
pages. I once e-mailed him how meaningful one was and 
learned he would send me a copy when I asked. His insights 
added substance to my first trip to El Salvador. 

No one can replace Fr. George Reynolds’s example of 
joy and humility and wisdom. When he presided, it was a 
sacred meal, unscripted or staged, genuine. I think that must 
have been what it was like at the first Eucharist. 

I feel blessed in some ways by all of the Dominicans I 
can remember, Fr. Steve, Fr. Mike, Fr. Matt, Fr. Pat, Fr. 
Joachim, Fr. Kevin, Fr. Jimmy. 
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I am particularly grateful for the grace of Fr. Dan and 
the spirit and support of Fr. Rich as we come to their 
departure. 


Dick and Ruth Berg 


Though there are many others these three are particularly 
special to us: George Reynolds for his bubbly personality 
and friendliness was one of the main reasons we joined 
Newman; Tony Romero because his interaction and work 
with the parishioners was exceptional; and Bob Keller was 
a true intellectual but not the least bit pompous. He has the 
ability to interact with everyone. 

We went to the Newman Center to check out the facility 
in preparation for the wedding of our daughter. We were 
impressed with the friendly atmosphere and still are! 


Ron and Grace Bousek 


Parishioners since 1975! Sometime in the early 80s, 
when Fr. Tony Romero, OP, was pastor, two of our 
assistant priests (as I recall they were both named Fr. Ron) 
thought it would be a good idea if ANC had a pipe organ to 
complement the choir and guitars. (Not all parishioners 
agreed.) Fr. Tony granted that if they could raise the money, 
an organ could be purchased. A few generous donors were 
found and a pipe organ was installed to the right of the altar 
in the sanctuary, which was then located at the east end of 
the church. An organist from outside the parish was hired to 
play, since Newman had no organist. After using the organ 
for a few years, it was sold to a Protestant congregation in 
Albuquerque. 

Ron and I found some old slides that show how we made 
a Newman Easter candle one year. 
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Student Anne Gable, friend Pat O'Meara and our child 
laborers, sons, Matt and Mark helped us. 

The directions were in a Liturgy Magazine. We collected 
stubs of any color (no black) candles all Lent. Parishioners 
brought them in. We then separated the colors, cleaned 
them, removed the wicks, and melted each color separately. 
For the form, we used a heavy cardboard roll used to ship 
carpet from a carpet shop. We braided wicks together to 
make a large diameter wick that would cleanly burn the 
wax. 

We poured each color into the form, in spectrum order, 
allowing each layer to cool between. When the layers were 
finished and the candle all cooled, we cut the cardboard off. 
The candle was used that year for Easter in the large chapel. 
Then it was used in the small weekday Mass chapel until it 
was burned down. 


Gig and Jeanne Brummell 


Upon arriving on the UNM campus in August, 1957, we 
found the Newman Center immediately and it became a 
home away from home. The Masses, liturgy, and activities 
were part of a regular and welcomed ritual. The Newman 
Center in the early 1960s enjoyed a very vibrant Newman 
Club which met weekly on Tuesday nights in a packed main 
auditorium with lively discussions related to college life and 
Newman. As a result of this successful organization the 
UNM Newman Center applied for and received approval to 
host a national Newman Center conference here in 
Albuquerque with well over 50 Newman _ Centers 
participating. This very successful endeavor was chaired by 
our own Newman members, John Cantwell and Judy 
Zanotti and received wide-spread acclaim. 
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In addition, in the 1960s and 70s Newman had a very 
active young married organization with well over 20-25 
couples participating organized by Fr. Bob Burns, OP. 

As Vatican II developed, our Newman Dominicans 
helped guide many of us through the journey of 
understanding and implementing the changes into our lives. 
We witnessed the altar facing the far east wall with the 
priests’ backs toward the altar and the transformation of the 
altar to the center of the chapel over time. A very large 
organ was either donated or purchased and placed in the 
southeast corner of the current chapel. The organ did not 
last long as the space was needed for the congregation as 
well as a greater reliance on our wonderful music groups at 
the various Masses. 

For us, we have been associated with Newman for 57 
years, we were married there in 1964, Fr. Bart Ryan, OP, 
the celebrant; our two children were baptized at Newman 
by Fr. Dal Madden, OP, and Fr. Jim Barnett, OP; our 
daughter and husband were married here; our grandchildren 
were baptized at Newman. Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, 
presided over our 30 and 40 year renewal of vows and just 
this year, 2014, Fr. Dan Davis helped us celebrate our 50th 
wedding anniversary with a renewal of vows. All this is as a 
result of our close friends, the Dominicans. 

Reflecting upon these many years, it is clear that the 
presence of the Dominicans not only aided us in our 
youthful journey, but was instrumental in our spiritual 
development and growth. 

We have many memories of the Dominican fathers who 
served at the Newman Center. To name a few: Fathers Dal 
Madden (Pastor), Bob Burns, Mark Farrell, Tim 
Sullivan, Paul Johnson, Jim Barnett, George Reynolds 
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(©), Fr. Flynn, Ron Kreul, Tony Romero, Jack Risling, 
Bob Keller (Pastor), Mike Demkovich, Ed Nash, Brother 
Stephen, Andy Pavlak, Kevin Niehoff, Sister Bridget and 
others. Fr. Richard Butler, Pastor 

In 1957 Newman was still in its original “funding” days 
and Fr. Richard Butler, OP, Pastor, was just the person to 
develop the necessary expertise in obtaining grants and 
donations for the financial health of the facility, beginning 
with the invitation to TV star, George Gobel to make a fund 
raising appearance on behalf of Newman sometime in 1958- 
59. The presentation was quite successful, financially 
helping Newman to achieve much needed goals 

Fr. Butler moved on and we recollect the arrival of Fr. 
Bart Ryan, OP, a cigar-smoking Irishman who became 
immensely popular as pastor. Sadly, Fr. Ryan passed away 
suddenly at the very young age of 35. 


Donna Bruzzese 


Fr. Robert Burns, OP: Handball was a love; flew back 
to ABQ to preside at funeral of husband, Domenic at 
Newman 1975; later flew in from Tucson to give Michaela 
her First Communion at our South Valley home. 

Bob Keller: Helped to lead Prayer and Action 
Delegations to El Salvador from 1998 until he left. He 
celebrated Mass, washed the hair of campesinos; he sees the 
good in everyone, and his enthusiasm and love help to 
transform. 

Jim Barnett is a great friend who served the Central 
American poor in El Salvador and Honduras during the 
violence in both countries. He almost died in 1989 during 
the “offensiva” in San Salvador 
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Kevin Niehoff has always been a great friend and 
spiritual ally. In El Salvador he wore Bermuda shorts under 
his cassock, celebrated Mass, and danced. He also sees 
things that not everyone does. 

What you see is what you get with Tom Jackson. He is 
humble, sensitive, and has a great laugh. He was very 
moved when invited to co-celebrate Mass at the Misa 
Popular. He was honored and deeply prayerful when he 
celebrated on the altar located in front of the tomb of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero. 

We ate lunch along the coast in El Salvador in an 
impoverished fishing village. Matt Strabala ordered some 
kind of armadillo or a rodent that laid eggs, awful looking 
thing with eggs. He ate the creature, then tasted an egg. He 
threw the other eggs into the swampy bay and some little 
boys were delighted to dive for the eggs and then eat them, 
laughing and smiling at all of us. Matt loved the fun. I threw 
up. 
Joachim Culotta is a friend who is a spiritual director 
on Prayer and Action Delegations. The first time he went to 
El Salvador, he taught some of the young scholarship 
students how to dance to the sounds of a portable CD in the 
campo. That was before his knee surgery. He has a great 
sense of humor, loves children, and takes great 
unabandoned pleasure in eating donuts. 

My husband, Domenic Bruzzese and I first came to 
Newman in 1965. He was an intern at Bernalillo County 
Medical Center and I stayed at home with our new baby. 
We joined the Young Married Couples Group and met great 
friends with Joe and Pat Zavadil, Jeannie and Gig 
Brummell, Marilyn and Jim O’Leary, Turk and Carol Levy, 
Larry and Patty Guggino, Linda and Bob Keleher. We had a 
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retreat at the Benedictine Monastery at Pecos. As a nursing 
mother, I gave a talk about how nursing is an automatic and 
natural form of birth control. I did not know at the time that 
I was four months pregnant. 

The Dominicans have always been supportive and open 
to ways to help others. Jerry and I facilitated several 
Newman Center Couple’s Groups in the early 90’s. We 
would meet at Newman and help couples learn principles of 
effective communication. 

My husband, Jerry Ortiz y Pino, and I first visited El 
Salvador in 1992. It was a conversion experience for us. 
The life and martyrdom of Archbishop Oscar Romero and 
nine years later of the Jesuits, their housekeeper and her 
daughter, inspired us. The faith of the Salvadoran poor 
changed our lives forever. One day in 1998, I spoke with 
the Youth Ministry leader, Melanie Ahern, about the 
possibility of a Prayer and Action Delegation to El 
Salvador. There was so much enthusiasm that we ended up 
with two delegations that summer. Fr. Bob Keller helped 
to lead Prayer and Action Delegations to El Salvador every 
year after that. Newman Priests and Brothers have acted as 
Spiritual Directors for the Prayer and Action Delegations 
since 1998. We are in a partnership with a small Salvadoran 
non-profit named APRODHENI (The Association for the 
Promotion of the Human Rights of Salvadoran Children.) 
Newman parishioners have supported more than one 
hundred Salvadoran students and their families. We at 
Newman have raised and sent money to fund the building of 
three Catholic churches, one community center, one school, 
a medical clinic, composting outhouses, organic gardens, 
food and supplies to help with natural disasters including 
hurricanes and earthquakes. We have sent 23 delegations to 
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El Salvador, both Prayer and Action Delegations and 
Healing Teams. In July 2014 the first Youth Prayer and 
Action Delegation leave for El Salvador for one week. 
Teens and parents will learn, pray, and work in the 
communities with APRODHENI. They will meet 
APRODHENI scholarship students and their families. They 
are raising money to renovate a soccer field and to build a 
fence to protect the grounds and small Catholic Church in 
the village of El Porfiado. APRODHENI and _ the 
community leaders believe that these projects will help with 
the gang violence that is devastating El Salvador. 


Sr. Sue Charmley & Sr. Carolyn Ann Wheat, SL 


Fr. George Reynolds, OP, has a great wit. He gives us 
folks in the pews credit for being thinkers also. 

Fr. Tony Romero’s homilies always began with a 
personal anecdote which got out attention right away. On 
May 2, 1987 Fr. Tony was the presider for Sr. Sue’s Final 
Vows Mass as a Sister of Loretto. The celebration took 
place in the little Dominican chapel here. 

Fr. Bob Keller, OP, preached to our hearts! Amen! 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, brought his wonderful Baptist 
flavor to our liturgies. Amen, Father! 

Dr. Ben Baran’s Scripture Classes. Ben is SO 
knowledgeable about the Scriptures! His love and expertise 
that he instilled in us has enriched and inspired our living 
out the Gospel message in a deeper manner in our lives. 
(Really love those chalkboard maps he draws.) Every week 
we came away from class amazed. His classes, along with 
the weekly liturgies, have been a chief factor why we 
continued to live in Albuquerque since 1975. 
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Kris and John Coffey 


Meeting Fr. Bob Keller, OP, before Mass for the first 
time, we introduced ourselves and spoke about mutual 
Dominican friends. After Mass, with a twinkle in his eye, 
he said, “Well, how did I do, Ms. Liturgist?” “Great,” I 
responded, “and your homily was inspiring.” Later he asked 
Phil Herndon and me to lead an adult discussion on 
‘liturgical prayer’ during Lent — an honor indeed. 

Fr. Bob is truly a spiritual leader who lives out the 
mandate to take theology and make it real in social justice 
action. Often Fr. Bob was the spiritual director for the El 
Salvador Prayer and Action delegations, leading daily 
prayer, as well as witnessing effectively by working and 
being with the Salvadorans in their daily lives. Our hearts 
were broken irrevocably in El Salvador with Fr. Bob’s 
spiritual direction and support. 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, so believed in inclusivity and 
hospitality. And, what a liturgist and loving homilist. His 
theme was ‘welcoming’ and ‘accessibiity,’ making sure that 
Newman finally had handicapped access from the parking 
lot by having the first chair lift installed. Fr. Tom 
encouraged strategic and tactical planning to keep us all 
responsible to each other, as he empowered the Finance 
Council. 

Fr. Tom lead the amazingly complex renovation of the 
Newman Center, starting with the Priory and Casita total re- 
do in 2009-10. Then the North Wing conversion in 2010-11 
opened up effective, needed meeting and office space. 
Bringing all aspects and groups of the Newman community 
together for the common good was always Fr. Tom’s goal, 
starting with enabling the first area-wide stewardship 
mission in 2009, led by Fr. Jim Marchionda, OP and Sr. 
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Ann Willetts, OP. What a joyful three-night event, kicked 
off by a weekend of preaching. Hundreds worked together 
to make it happen, going forward with renewed energy. Fr. 
Brian Walker, OP, led the 2010 mission, focusing on the 
Dominican theme of “To Praise, To Bless and To Pray.” 

Most memorable, however, was Fr. Tom’s leading the 
Holy Thursday celebration on April Ist, in the midst of 
controversy, yet bringing faith, positive direction and love 
for truth and right, empowered as he was by it also being 
the anniversary of his own calling to the Catholic Church. 
John continues to challenge Fr. Tom to give us a real 
Baptist, bible-thumping, “come-to-Jesus’ sermon! “Let the 
church say ‘Amen!’” We continue to be brothers and sisters 
on the journey to the new Jerusalem. 

Fr. Bob Kelly, OP, brought loving support to 
parishioners, to our administration and to the community. 
Fr. Bob led us in a far-reaching and deep discernment of our 
gifts from the Spirit to be used for the common good of the 
community in various ministries. Not only did he give 
persons the freedom to move on to other works as guided 
by the Spirit, his guidance enabled numerous new people 
called to serve the church and the mission of Jesus. 

Photographer, confessor, preacher extraordinaire, 
humorist, meaningful liturgical celebrant, writer, stark 
realist, man of letters, Fr. George Reynolds, OP, is one-of- 
a-kind; they broke the mold after him. Humble, direct, 
fanciful, prayerful, wise—our role model for those of us 
trying to grow old gracefully—and in lively fashion. 
Thanks, George! You are our beacon of hope. 

“No Drama!” was often Fr. Dan Davis’s mantra, though 
that never meant that he did not rise up to defend what was 
right and of God against falsehood — with vigor, for which 
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the offended party(ies) would be grateful and honored, and 
all grew from his wisdom in action. Fr. Dan often acted far 
ahead of the conventional times to point the way to what 
Jesus is really about: inclusivity, forgiveness, mercy and 
love. “Veritas” is clearly his vision. 

Such hospitality! Such warmth! Such sensitivity! Fr. 
Rich Litzau’s favorite humble phrase: “It’s just what I do.” 
And, what a huge difference he, together with Sylvia 
Anaya, has made in getting the physical plant in tip-top 
shape before its turnover. 

Just before and during when Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, 
was Parish Administrator, confidential issues and problems 
were always ‘put on the sofa’ of ‘we can’t talk about that’ 
with a knowing smile. 

Besides being the Parish Administrator, Fr. Mike 
continued as D+E+I Director, Ecumenical Officer for the 
Archdiocese, and sought-after homilist in many parishes. 

Fr. Kevin Niehoff, OP, is an outstanding canon lawyer 
earning his doctorate from the Angelicum in Rome, a direct 
homilist, a world traveler and a colorful quilter, Fr. Kevin is 
committed to the Dominican way of life, especially praying 
the hours in community. Fr. Kevin’s vegetable garden fed 
his brothers healthfully and his flowers brightened all our 
lives. Fr. Kevin also managed the fulfillment of the Bob and 
Ann Kelly memorial gift to the Dominican Chapel: the 
altar, ambo and presider’s chair with exquisite engraved 
glass inserts in the hand-hewn wooden pieces — finally 
dedicated in late 2013. 

In 2006, when Fr. Andy Pavlak, OP, was pastor, Meg 
Ashcroft, then Director of Liturgy, enabled WITS (Women 
in the Spirit) to come to be, bubbling up from the needs of 
the struggling community, especially the women, to learn 
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together, pray together and recognize their gifts and place in 
the church and beyond. WITS has met every other month 
during the school year since 2006 with women sharing their 
prayers, works, joys and sufferings from university students 
to our elders and all in between. 

The Newman Community welcomed Fr. Jim 
Marchionda, OP, to its home in summer 2012, being 
enlivened and renewed by his preaching, clarinet and sax — 
and responding generously to his development efforts, 
completing the Capital Campaign 2009-2013 and bringing 
John Angiotti concerts as well. A real community builder, 
Fr. Jim respected one and all, making each person feel 
special and loved. 

We thought this goodness would last forever. 

Now, our Dominican home will be with The Dominican 
Ecclesial Institute (D+E+I) which was founded in 1996, a 
dream and brain child of Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP. D+E+I 
was a unique collaboration of the Dominicans’ Central 
Province (Provincial Fr. Ed Ruane, OP), the Archdiocese 
of Santa Fe (Archbishop Michael Sheehan) and the Laity, 
represented initially by the Aquinas Newman Center (Pastor 
Fr. Bob Keller, OP). In the absence of a seminary or 
school of higher learning in theology in New Mexico, 
D+E+I provided adult faith formation ‘beyond the basics’ 
through lectures in various parishes, brought noted 
theologians to town, and started the Catholic Business 
Forum lunches and testimonies. D+E+I celebrated, while 
they raised operational funds, with their annual Tea and 
Awards, recognizing those responsible for excellence in 
adult faith formation. 
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Csepregi, Alice 


Fr. Ron attracted my family to ANC by his devotion 
and attention to children. He had the children sit at the foot 
of the altar and addressed the homily to them. 

Fr. Tony Romero, OP, was soft spoken and gentle. 

Fr. Bob Keller, OP, was the greatest! He made my 
husband Frank a practicing Catholic who was dedicated to 
ANC. We celebrated our 25th Wedding Anniversary in our 
backyard and Fr. Bob and Fr. Steve Kuhlman, OP, blessed 
us and celebrated with us and many of our friends. Fr. Bob 
was a great support to us during Frank’s illness and had his 
door open for me, letting me cry in his office after Frank’s 
passing. 

Fr. Steven Kuhlman, OP, loved flowers. He was very 
supportive of the Flower Ministry, always came to the 
kitchen to greet us. When a special donation was received 
for flowers (usually from a bride), Fr. Steve took us, the 
“flower ladies” out to breakfast. 

Fr. Bob Kelly, OP, was reserved, with dry sense of 
humor, attentive to all the housekeeping needs of ANC 
facilities. Always came to the kitchen to greet us while we 
were arranging flowers and always thanked us for doing so. 

Fr. Michael Demkovich, OP, was inspiring, with deep 
and sophisticated sermons. What a wealth of knowledge! 

Fr. Joachim was so elegant and eloquent. My extended 
family loved him. 

Fr. Dan, Fr. Rich, Fr. George, and Fr. Jim were an 
assembly of great man of God! I will always remember the 
great sermons, the hugs with open arms, and the love that 
exuded from their souls! Of course we all remember the 
music and singing of Fr. Jim! 
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The love and support I received from Fr. Bob Keller, 
Fr. Andy Pavlak and Fr. Michael Demkovich after my 
husband passed away is a deep memory. My daughter 
Nicole’s wedding in 1999, with Fr. Bob Keller presiding. 
My 2 granddaughters’ Baptism in 2011 with Fr. George 
baptizing them and then picking up both babies into his 
arms and walking with them. 


Gail and Tom Doherty 


When we were searching for a new spiritual home after 
23 years, Fr. Bob Keller, OP, embraced us, welcomed us 
and said: “We are Newman.” 

Fr. Bob Kelly, OP, is a shy man with a beautiful smile. 
He gives great homilies and he honored us by coming to 
dinner in our home. 

Brother Gabe loves pineapple juice and a good laugh. 
He crocheted a baby blanked for Project Linus. 

Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, always remembered our 
names. D+E+I is his legacy. 

Fr. Tom is remembered for his laugh, his homilies and 
his music during Mass, which always filled us. He 
celebrated our 50th Anniversary with family and friends. 
He spoke directly to us during Mass and the homily. Our 
children and friends were touched and will remember our 
day and Fr. Tom. He taught us how to carry with joy the 
cross that God chose for us. 

Fr. Kevin is remembered for always calling us by name. 

Fr. George—’Our Holy Irreverent.” He taught us how 
to live day by day. George has been a true inspiration. He 
blends his piety and humor so well. We love his homilies, 
the twinkle in his eye, his beaming smile and his pink shirt. 
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We will never forget our sessions when Fr. Dan 
examined the Our Father with our Faith Sharing group. His 
unique style sets him apart. He seems so grounded, 
committed and dedicated to his calling to be a priest. 

We feel so comfortable and open with Fr. Rich. His 
arms, his door, his heart is always open to us. He listen, he 
shares and encourages every step of the way. Fr. Rich was 
always there for us and he is irreplaceable in our hearts. 

Fr. Joachim never forgets us at Christmas and we will 
never forget him as he was known as “the tap dancing 
priest.” 

Fr. Jim’s music, his lyrics, his voice filled our souls. He 
has made his God-given talents a gift to each one of us. 


Deacon Bruce and Mary Ann Eklund 


One of the most remembered incident for me was Easter 
Vigil when Fr. Hugo Wreisner, OP, decided to light the 
Easter Fire in the balcony of the Church. I was the Deacon 
responsible for the Easter Candle. After the prayers were 
said and the candle blessed, in the dark, I had to pass it 
down over the balcony to a tall person below. I just knew 
that something bad was going to happen and I prayed that 
somehow everything would work out. It did, but we smoked 
a few people out of the church. 

Fr. Bob Keller, OP, and I were talking outside his 
office one day about a couple that I had some concerns 
about with regard to their readiness to enter into a 
sacramental marriage. No names were used but a repair man 
for our air conditioner was walking past. He turned around 
and stated: “they said the same thing about my wife and I 
and we have been happily married for thirteen years.” The 
moral of the story is never talk in the halls. 


-168- 


Memories Are Made of This 


I was incarnated into this Diocese by Archbishop 
Sanchez in September 1983. I was ordained for the Diocese 
of Brownsville, Texas May 17, 1980. We moved to 
Albuquerque when Mary Ann was accepted into the 
graduate program at the University of New Mexico. This 
was a big advantage for her since she had a parking place 
on campus throughout her studies. After thirty-one years of 
serving as Deacon under the Dominicans I was very 
disappointed when the Archdiocese made _ their 
announcement. I, like Fr. George, planned to serve under 
the Dominicans until I died or could no longer function due 
to illness. 

In my early years as deacon I served as deacon at the 
Mass, taught baptism classes and baptized. Mary Ann and I 
also worked with the University students and helped Sr. 
Doris give retreats. When Deacon Bruckner left the 
Newman Center, I took over the Marriage Preparation 
Program which after several years became a full time 
position. 


Patrice and Dennis Emrie 


Father Rich is always standing by the front door before 
every Mass, he is are our faithful greeter welcoming us with 
a warm handshake and a hug. Truly he is a breath of fresh 
air as we enter the church 

Over the several years we volunteered for RCIA, we 
were always moved by Fr. Dan’s speaking engagements 
and the active participation you took in the lives of those on 
RCIA journey. 

We never fail to be stretched in our faith after hearing 
you speak, especially from your thought provoking 
homilies. 
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Father George’s laughter and smile radiate so much 
love and sunshine! You never fail to serve us a dose of Rx: 
JOY , and for that we are grateful. Thank you for helping us 
not only to laugh with you, but also to look at ourselves and 
laugh at our selves too! We deeply appreciate of your 
lifelong service and dedication. 

Father Tom’s deep messages lifted us up and you were 
always full of wisdom which we could apply to our daily 
lives. We appreciated that you spoke from your heart, and 
touched ours. 

Father Joachim, we will never forget the countless 
hours watching the University of Texas Longhorns play 
football! We always enjoyed your company at our Tex-Exes 
gatherings - Hook ‘Em Horns. We also remain grateful that 
you joined us for our many pot-luck dinners afterwards. 

Brother Paul, one of our very favorite memories 
together is having you join us very early one morning to go 
to Albuquerque’s Annual Balloon Fiesta event. Every year 
we help with the Chase Crew for a friend who has a 
balloon, and we were overjoyed when you got asked to go 
Up, Up and Away In the Beautiful Balloon! We shared in 
your joy, as you got to see Albuquerque from a bird’s eye 
view. We shared those photos with you from this 
memorable day, and have included them here also. 

Know that you will be missed, and please never forget, 
we will always remember you and all the Dominicans. It is 
because of the faithful service of the Dominicans and their 
leadership while at Newman, that we have felt called with a 
strong desire to change our wills and thus have named the 
Dominicans with our financial support. 
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Phil Garry 


I have been a member of the Aquinas Newman Center 
since 1974 but I cannot remember all of the names of the 
Dominicans during this time 

My favorite Dominican priest was Father Bob Keller, 
OP. He is a loving and caring priest who encouraged my 
wife to join the church before we were married in 1999. We 
both had to get annulments as we were both married before. 
Father Bob helped both of us with the annulments. He then 
officiated at our wedding 15 years ago. It has been 
heartwarming to see the flower banners that decorate the 
church each Easter, as they were the banners hanging for 
our wedding. 

Father George holds a special place for us. About 2009, 
my wife was having difficulty with an inflamed and 
infected salivary gland. Although she was treated by an 
ENT specialist and the infection abated, the pain remained 
for many months. Then one Sunday, during a sermon 
delivered by Father George, she experienced a tickling 
sensation twisting through that gland. The pain disappeared, 
and she has been pain-free since. We attribute the healing to 
Father George. We also were touched by Father George’s 
love of pets and appreciated his blessing of our dog in 
healthy days and prayers during his final illness. 

Sister Geneal has been a loving, accepting, and wise 
spiritual director. We hope she will remain in Albuquerque. 

On April 9, 1999, Janis Teal and I were married at the 
Newman Center with a lovely Mass said by Father Bob 
Keller. Vocal music was performed by Mark Peceny. This 
was such a lovely day and one that Janis and I will always 
remember. We love the Newman Center and will miss the 
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Dominicans who have currently served at Newman: Fathers 
Dan, George, Jim and Rich. 


M. D. Gomez 


Bob Keller: Around 15 years ago, I had grown weary of 
going to Mass at my home parish. There seemed to be no 
energy or passion from either the celebrants or the 
congregation in either the music or the Mass itself. We tried 
other parishes but none seemed any better than any other. 
Then my wife suggested we go back to the Newman Center 
because we both had fond memories of going there while 
dating in college. ANC was the very first place we went to 
Mass together while attending UNM. So we went, it was 
spring time and the energy at the 9:30 Mass was inspiring. 
Most the congregation sang to the beautiful music the choir 
delivered with passion and Fr. Bob preached in a way that I 
resonated with deeply. The Mass ended with “God of 
Abraham” which was distinctly different than any song I 
had heard at Mass before. I spoke very briefly to Fr. Bob in 
the lobby on our way out and I knew I had found my home. 


Vanessa Guerin 


Beginning with Fr. Tony Romero, OP, and the many 
Dominicans who have served us these past 30+ years (since 
I've been at Newman), including our present friars: Frs. 
Dan, Rich, George and Jim, I can say wholeheartedly that 
it has been a privilege and a blessing to be a member of 
Aquinas Newman Center. 

It is a huge loss to the Catholic Community at large that, 
after 64 years of ministry, our beloved Dominican friars 
have been dismissed from their ministry at the Albuquerque 
Newman Center. 
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Thankfully they leave with the knowledge that their 
memory here will never die, and that we, their loyal 
parishioners, will keep the fires burning in our hearts for 
them until we meet again! 


Holly Herfter & Family 


Fr. Dan welcomed our family to the parish last summer 
during the picnic at the Duck Pond. He was so very inviting 
and said he hoped he could live up to our expectations! Fr. 
Dan has guided us since; passing on his values of humility 
and joy in faith - a gift beyond compare. We feel his love 
and strength every time we are in his presence. 

Fr. Rich we met, also last summer, at the entrance to the 
parish. He was always there, greeting us, smiling, 
welcoming our family to Mass and Faith in Life. He truly 
extended himself and the Church and we responded! Fr. 
Rich is the first priest I have had a real relationship with and 
I cannot express enough gratitude to him for our 
conversations and what his has given to me through his 
teaching and generous spirit. I have a faith, for the first time 
in my life (and I had been searching for many years)! I have 
hope, I have community, and I am blessed. How can one 
put a value on that? 

The first time I met Fr. Jim was during a meeting he led 
for Faith in Life about how we, the people of the parish, 
wanted to prioritize our use of resources. I could not help 
but ponder how special this interchange was, as it was a true 
dialogue, a two-way conversation. Fr. Jim valued our 
opinions and ideas. I felt cared for and valued and this was 
one of the moments during which I knew I had found my 
new home! Fr. Jim’s singing was also such a gift. 
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Fr. George has inspired us with his many years as a 
Dominican priest and, although we did not have too many 
opportunities to hear him preach, we were blessed by his 
love and his presence. 

I would like to add that we are probably one of the 
newer families at the parish, having joined last summer and 
only a few months before the news from the Archbishop. I 
am so very grateful to have had this short but precious time 
and the opportunity to grow in faith from the Dominicans. I 
honestly believe this was possible BECAUSE of them and 
am doubtful that it would have happened otherwise.....this 
has been particularly meaningful as I have been searching 
for many years for a spiritual home -- and have now begun 
my journey. I have the utmost gratitude and respect for 
these wonderful priests and have suffered a huge loss as has 
the parish, but the Dominican charism is one I will hold 
close to my heart forever. And in doing so I hope to be a 
better person to this world. 


John and Marie Henfling 


Father Tony Romero, OP, married us on Saturday, 
June 6, 1987. During the homily Father Tony stated, “ I've 
seen John and Marie together and coming to the Newman 
Center, and I was beginning to wonder when this day would 
ever happen.” 

Father Bob Keller, OP, was the presider when Aaron 
received his 1 communion in 1998. In 1999 he was present 
for Amanda’s celebration of her first communion. 

In 2002, I, Marie, was the RCIA sponsor for Aimee 
Valenzuela when she joined the Catholic Church and was 
confirmed. 
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Joyce Herrmann Harte 


In the fall of 1956 I became a member of the Aquinas 
Newman Center as a student on campus. At that time Fr. 
Richard Butler, OP, was the pastor following Fr. Anselm 
Townsend, OP. The other Dominicans present in my days 
of 1956 to 1961 were Fr. Bartholomew Edward Ryan, 
OP, Fr. Tim Sullivan, OP, Fr. John Walsh, OP, Fr. Jude 
Johnson, OP, Brother Vincent Champine, OP, and 
Brother Stephen. 

One might say that these were the Founding Fathers of 
ANC. Fr. Butler started the drive to build all that is apart 
from the chapel. In those days, there was no lounge, no 
classrooms, no auditorium, and no adequate housing for the 
friars. He was instrumental in the incredible fund raising to 
build what is today the Newman Center. They built their 
home and place of teaching, preaching and spiritual 
guidance for all who entered their doors. 

Fr. Butler was a brilliant philosopher and great events 
organizer at ANC in those days. He appeared at times to be 
very serious, but those, who knew him well, experienced 
being with a man of great wit, compassion, and a great 
sense of humor and energy. One day, in the lounge, he 
approached me with an unlit cigarette (everyone smoked in 
the lounge in those days) and said, “Light me up, gal.” I 
almost fell through the stone floor. It seemed so 
uncharacteristic of him, but in reality not at all. 

Fr. Ryan was a quiet man working behind the scenes 
and a great supporter of Fr. Butler. He was also director of 
the Lay Dominicans, started at ANC in 1959. The 
community was devastated when he passed away at the age 
of 37 on December 22, 1964 at the Newman Center. 
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Fr. Tim Sullivan appeared to be the most popular 
because his homilies were so well delivered. He related 
extremely well with students. He taught at the College of St. 
Joseph on the Rio Grande on the west side. 

Fr. John Walsh was considered to be the genius of all 
of them. There was no subject he couldn’t discuss in depth. 
He reached out to all the students who needed help with 
their studies as he was so well informed on all subjects. He 
received a degree in biology and became a neurologist. He 
was transferred to Arlington, Texas around 1960 or 1961. 
Once, when he returned for a short lay over, he visited at 
the home of the janitor we had in those days. His name was 
Johnny and he lived in a poor community in Martinez town. 
Fr. Walsh admired and loved the sense of family he saw in 
the Hispanic communities. 

Fr. Jude Johnson was the most quiet and quite studious 
man. He was studying for a degree in Anthropology. Today 
he is the only surviving member of the group. He was here 
for the farewell celebration for the Dominican Friars and it 
was a great surprise for all to see him there. 

The greatly spiritual friars reached out to everyone. They 
were deeply involved in nurturing the students at UNM and 
supporting their spiritual and academic needs. They became 
mentors for so many. For some, those were our formative 
years influenced in great part by the teachings, spirituality, 
compassion and holiness of those men. The same spirit 
exists today. 


Cheryl Z. Holcomb 


Christopher Dunphy baptized me in 1970. He was easy 
to talk to (down to earth priest). Perfect to work with 
students 
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Mike Demkovich gave heartfelt homilies, also a 
religious intellectual. Brilliant writer. 

George Reynolds (many years ago and now) gives 
inspiring homilies, he has a caring attitude toward 
parishioners. 

Jon Alexander has a great sense of humor. His homilies 
were relevant 

Bob Keller’ excelled in everything: homilies, 
administration, relating to students in the UNM community, 
parishioners & ABQ community 

Bob Kelly gave practical homilies and related well to 
students. 

Dan Davis facilitated discernment in confession He 
showed compassion toward parishioners and has been 
excellent in handling the recent challenges as Newman. He 
represents Dominican principles 


Richard and Carol Jensen 


When we began attending Newman in 1976, the parish 
was so popular that you had to arrive 15-20 minutes before 
Mass to be assured of a seat. The parish was a lively one. In 
Advent in 1987 we were asked to give the homily at Mass. 
It was a great honor. 

Carol taught a Religious Education class at the 9:30 
Mass for preschoolers. We both offered classes in the 
Religious Education Program for adults. It was a wonderful 
program in which a variety of individuals taught classes in 
their area of specialty. 

We were among a group of parents that created a 
cooperative day care program that took care of children 
during Mass: we took turns tending the children while their 
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parents went to Mass. It seems as though there were more 
children in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Carol created and led a women’s spirituality group that 
met for many years. 

In the mid-1980s Father Tony Romero, OP, blessed a 
new addition to our home followed by a great party in the 
Dominican tradition. 

Father George Reynolds will always be remembered as 
being very energetic and having a great sense of humor. 


Bob and Gerry Jones 


Fr. Tom Jackson, OP: This “Bapolic” [Baptist 
Catholic] brought warmth and participation to the Mass 
with his “Let the people say ‘Amen’” encouragement. 

Fr. Dan Davis, OP: His two sacramental visits to Gerry 
in the hospital brought a treasure of peace and healing. 

Fr. Rich Litzau, OP: His ‘Glad you’re here’ welcome 
at the church door meant a lot to convert Bob. 

Fr. George Reynolds, OP: What a joyful and real 
combination he presents in his light but powerful approach 
to saying the Mass and greeting all. God must smile with 
us. 

When we moved from Arizona to the East Mountains, 
we visited many closer Catholic churches, but found the 
preaching and the warmth of fellowship the Dominicans 
brought to Newman made this parish our choice as a cradle 
Catholic and a convert. 


Chet and Mary Ellen Karnas and family 


Father Bob Keller, OP, had been my pastor at Newman 
since my arrival at UNM at the age of 17. As the years went 
by, my involvement at Newman waxed and waned. Then, in 
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2001, I gave birth to my son, Chestin, who ended up being a 
special needs baby. Chestin’s health issues became so 
severe, that he and I became full-time residents of the UNM 
Children’s hospital. I took to running as a form of therapy 
during Chestin’s naps, and one day, I found myself standing 
in front of Newman, and in I went. 

I knelt down in the empty chapel, sweating and 
bedraggled from my run, and soon weeping to boot. 
Suddenly, I felt a hand on my shoulder. I could not have 
been more shocked to see Bob’s oh-so-familiar face, still 
right here, where I had left him, along with my involvement 
in the Newman Community. He observed my appearance, 
and broke the ice by chatting me up about running, 
apparently a common pursuit between us. 

Finally he asked what had drawn me to Newman that 
day. It all came pouring out, between tears and sobs. I 
remember Father Bob listening so intently, and I don’t 
remember much of what he said to me that day. He did 
invite me to return to the Newman Community, which is all 
that really matters, because I did, and I brought the whole 
family along with me. 

At first, only my husband Chet joined me at Newman on 
Sundays. We would meet there for services since I was 
staying with our son at the hospital. I could feel the strength 
of spirit I was gaining through my return to the church 
community, along with the knowledge that Father Bob was 
seeking intercession on behalf of our precious son. 

As we learned to better manage Chestin’s symptoms, he 
and I were able to return home to the family, and all of us 
began to attend weekly Mass together. In the spring of 
2002, we made preparations to have Chestin and his older 
brother Skylar baptized at Newman. To our delight, Father 
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Bob officiated. We will never forget how his thoughtful 
words, his enthusiasm, and his mere presence added to our 
joy that day. 

Before being called to his next mission, Father Bob 
would officiate over three baptismal ceremonies, one 
communion, and one funeral for our family. 

In December of 2002, Father Bob officiated at the 
children’s Christmas Eve Nativity Mass. Chestin, then 
nearly a year and a half old, on oxygen and fed through a 
gastric tube, was to play the Baby Jesus. He was angelic, 
along with all the other members of the living nativity, 
huddled together in front of the altar, beneath a dazzling 
display of silver stars dangling from the chapel ceiling. 

Bob, ever the brilliant orator, created a metaphor 
between the disadvantages faced by the Baby Jesus and 
those of our Chestin, who lay in front of the congregation in 
the manger, tubes and all. Father went on to recall those 
types of people Jesus welcomed into his fold as he 
grew...the sick, the marginalized, the troubled, and most of 
all, the children. 

A little more than a week later, at Chestin’s funeral, 
Father Bob laid down on the altar steps, and gazed up at 
the starry display, to the surprise of many who were in 
attendance. He was hoping to get Chestin’s perspective, he 
said, by laying in the spot that our baby had occupied just a 
week prior. He reminded us again about those who Christ 
called closest to him...and wondered aloud if Chestin had 
heard Christ call his name, calling him home. 

These events are so personal for me that it has taken my 
breath away to recollect them and to write them down. But 
these memories also reflect gifts that we and other 
parishioners at Newman have received from Father Bob 
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Keller over the years: his easy, welcoming ways; his 
incredible listening skills; his giftedness in synthesizing 
liturgical teachings and human emotions, which always 
enabled him to touch our hearts with his words. 

I remember these things always, but especially during 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas at the Newman Center 
when the silver stars dangle; when our thoughts are focused 
on the baby Jesus; and when our family recalls also another 
baby in a manger, now in ‘Christ’s care, taken to heaven, to 
live with him there’. 

Although I did not know Father Matt , OP, personally, 
I always enjoyed his down-to-earth, parable-like homilies 
that related the Liturgy to life experiences, Through his 
preaching, I could relate to the Gospel, and I could relate to 
him. 

In the last half of 2001, I brought my infant son to the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick at Newman. Father 
Matt was officiating. There were perhaps up to a half- 
dozen other participants. I personally was in a state of deep 
grief and despair over my baby’s health situation. 
Throughout the sacramental rites, Father Matt’s empathy 
and compassion were so tangible they practically hung in 
the air. Though I knew him only through his wonderful 
homilies, and he only knew me and family because of our 
son’s health difficulties, we came to feel so connected to 
him. Father Matt exuded the same quiet compassion and 
care each time he encountered us, even after his long 
sojourn in Washington DC, and after the passing of our son 
Chestin. We so appreciate it to this day. 

Father Andy was very inspirational to us during the 
period after the death of Chestin. He was extremely 
communicative, attentive and dedicated to his flock. He had 
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vision and big plans for Newman. We really enjoyed his 
“Renew Newman” program that helped to strengthen 
connections between parishioners city-wide. We wish we 
had Father Andy’s continued tenure a little longer at the 
Newman Center as we feel with his guidance, we would 
have continued to meet goals of the spiritual AND the 
physical Church at Newman. He embraced us with much 
love. He knew us and cared for us. He laughed and cried 
with us. We are forever grateful for his love, his advice, and 
his wisdom. 

Father Dan, Father George and Fr. Rich have been 
extremely supportive and loving towards our family as our 
family has evolved so much in our total time here at 
Newman. Where we were once a regular family of six; we 
are down to just Mary Ellen and me, but our time at 
Newman has included Baptisms, First Holy Communions, 
Confirmation and a funeral; plus Mary Ellen’s time 
teaching catechism classes for Confirmation...we hope our 
history is remembered as we remember it. 

Father Rich is like your best big brother, cousin, or 
uncle that‘s always ready to either tease you or to give you 
a big hug — or, more likely both. We have so enjoyed our 
every encounter with Father Rich, and know that he will be 
well-loved wherever he goes! 


Jan Keleher 


When I arrived on campus, the chapel had been built but 
the priests still lived behind the church, the former Sigma 
Chi house, I think. The Newman Club met in what was the 
priests’ living room. Their kitchen was our kitchen. We had 
a couple of students who bolted from daily early Mass as 
“the Last Gospel” began, raced to the priests’ kitchen and 
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put sweet rolls in the oven and made coffee. There were a 
number of us who ate breakfast together every morning and 
Saturday morning sometimes put records on the priests’ 
record player and danced for a while. I think it must have 
been primarily in Lent but I’m not sure. Once a month, on 
Sunday, the Newman Club had a Communion Breakfast. 
The cooking crew went to the 5:30 AM Mass at Sacred 
Heart Church and then cooked breakfast for the students on 
the priests’ stove and served tables set up in the priests’ 
living room. Can you imagine how thrilled they must have 
been when the remainder of the plan was completed in 
1957? We liked the big new kitchen too and more space to 
hang out. 

Brother Stephen Lucas, OP, was also at the Newman 
Center in those student days. Like the priests, he was very 
present to the students. He kept us regaled with tales of 
“adjusting” to life on campus. On one occasion he followed 
a crowd that passed by the Center but couldn’t really see 
what was going on and turned back - thus escaped being 
part of a panty raid! He has spent a lifetime in Nigeria 
where he has built hospitals, schools and is much beloved 
by the people. As you can imagine or remember, there was 
lots of fundraising with the new construction from the 
Catholic community. Bro. Steven and the priests also 
seemed to know and work with all the adults pulling 
together events to raise money. 

Fr. Richard Butler, OP, was a brilliant man. He wrote 
The Mind of Santayana in that period or before. I suspect 
many of us were awed by him. 

These were the days before Vatican II and Fr. 
Townsend said Mass (daily in about 20 minutes.) Since it 
was in Latin, pronounced with an English accent, we could 
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only assume it was all there! He was very approachable and 
always available for conversation or goof counsel. 

Fr. Bartholomew Ryan, OP, was friendly and 
available. He died suddenly at the age of 36, a terrible 
shock. 

Fr. Timothy Sullivan, OP, was very charismatic, a 
great favorite of all. Somehow it wasn’t just that he was 
approachable; he went to the students before they could 
approach him. 


Marie Levy Ryan 


Fr. George preached that couples should resolve their 
marital disputes before they went to sleep, otherwise they 
were likely to lay awake all night like two frozen dinners. 
After preaching a particularly provocative sermon, he 
gleefully exclaimed, “Well, I think I have rattled a few 
cages!” 

Fr. Tony had a gentle, generous heart and also a great 
voice. I was awed and humbled when he sang the passion 
on Good Friday. 

At Joe Zavadil’s Rosary, Fr. Jack talked about how he 
had been meeting with Joe during his illness. Joe missed his 
last appointment, but then Fr. Jack realized that Joe had a 
more important appointment to keep, one with God. 

We had gone through a bit of a dry spell at Newman. Fr. 
Bob Keller came and tended to us like gentle rain on 
parched earth. He had the unique ability to practice the faith 
in a way that was both devout and reverential, as well as 
renewing and liberating. 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, was a deeply spiritual man who 
gave very thoughtful homilies. I had never understood 
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purgatory until he preached on it. That has opened up an 
important dimension in my spirituality. 

Fr. Dan preaches the most incredible homilies. 
Sometimes, after hearing the readings I wonder, “How on 
earth is he gong to make sense out of those readings? Then 
he would open my mind to a new and deep insight. What a 
gift! 

Fr. Rich has copied a page from God’s playbook: he is 
available, he is listening, he is ready to help, he understands 
the big things and the little things, he has more faith in us 
that we have in ourselves, he nudges us to do our best.... 
Oh, how he will be missed! 


Judith Brown Lindeman 


Father George was the first pastor I remember. My 
memory of him is vivid. He was passionate and sometimes 
spoke his homilies as he moved quickly up and down the 
aisle, his vestments flapping. He often stopped abruptly if 
he heard a baby crying. Many of us held our breath, waiting 
to see if he would say anything. 

Other priests I remember for the specific life they 
brought to us. One, Frank Pretto, was a nightclub piano 
player on some weekend nights. Last I heard he was still 
playing in Santa Fe. Can a priest do that? 

Guitar Masses were one of the things that drew me to the 
Newman Center. Another thing was regular “family” 
Masses where the liturgy was planned by a family with the 
priest. Every one of every age was welcomed. Music has 
evolved in a myriad of ways. We had one priest who 
provided a pipe organ for awhile. We had an electronic 
keyboard for awhile. We also had times when we had some 
interpretive dance. We have had wonderful voices in our 
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choirs. And most of all, most of the Dominicans sang 
joyfully. 

Vatican II opened the windows to deeper, richer worship 
for me and my family. One priest started Small Faith 
Communities. Other priests with their charisma welcomed 
the role of women in the Mass services, inviting women to 
become Altar Assistants when it didn’t seem to be 
universally accepted. Allowing women the opportunity to 
add their viewpoints has been a breath of fresh air. 

For me, all the Dominicans have brought to life my 
spiritual journey in the second half of my life. I never had a 
church community family until I chose ANC. I have 
watched my children grow up with this influence, have 
watched two more generations of babies grow up and have 
babies of their own, have been part of weddings, baptisms, 
first communions, confirmations and funerals in the circles 
of life with my church family. 

This circle was completed with the return of Fr. George. 
He has been a major influence in my life. 


Bob and Rita Maguire 


Fr. Bob Keller, OP: Fr. Bob was very compassionate 
and kind to us. He always listened and shared this 
wonderful philosophy with us. He said, “Remember nothing 
is forever.” This statement comes back to us frequently, 
especially when events like the most recent ones in our 
parish occur. 

Fr. Hugo was a wonderful priest. My best memory of 
him was when he came to see our son at the hospital. Danny 
had pneumonia and was in ICU. He was so reassuring with 
Danny and his visit was calming for us all. 
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Fr. Bob Kelly, OP gave a wonderful homily at each 
Mass we attended. He used his family experiences to make 
each Gospel more applicable to family life today. 

Fr. Kevin said First Friday Masses for the attorneys. He 
taught us how Canon Law and Civil Law differed and 
merged. We miss his presence and his warmth. 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, got our congregation to answer 
“Amen” with more enthusiasm. He began our “Revival 
Meetings” and I really enjoyed them. 

Fr. Rich Litzau’s first wedding at Newman was to 
marry our son, Danny and his wife, Zarina. He made such a 
happy day even better for our family. I will try to do as he 
said this week and slow down. I will look for God and find 
Him. 

Fr. Dan Davis, OP, appears to be so serious. At times 
when he was delivering his homilies, he seemed so focused. 
I asked him if he was ok one day after Mass. He answered 
that he did not want to wear reading glasses and that was 
why he looked the way he did. I walked away with a smile 
and a positive outlook for the week. 

Fr. George Reynolds, OP, has such a amazing spirit! 
His summary of each Mass’s readings gives us a teaser of 
what is to come. His sense of humor and his kindness 
makes me feel that, “I can.” He is a true inspiration 

Fr. Jim Marchionda, OP, brings such love and joy 
with his music. He tried to console me when I could not 
fathom why the Dominicans had to leave us. 

Br. Gabe Dault, OP, has such a calm demeanor. He 
brought so many gifts to the students and parishioners. 
Once when I had to leave Mass because I was so upset at 
the thought of losing our Dominicans, he tried to assure me 
they would be ok and so would the parish. 
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When we first came to Newman, Lisa Shibata recruited 
us to be teachers in the religious instruction of our children. 
We enjoyed this experience more than words can ever say. 
Since then, we felt so bonded with this parish. We later 
became Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors. I finally 
understand what it means to be called to be part of your 
church. We had the privilege of finally “belonging to a 
parish” rather than being a member of a parish. I feel my 
faith and beliefs are stronger today than ever. We will miss 
these loving and caring men. Even though they were told to 
leave, every one of them tried to console us. They thought 
of us at a time of great transition. I will try to live up to the 
teachings they gave us. 


Tommy Maguire 


I thank Brother Gabe for his kindness to students, 
James Marchionda for his wondrous musical talent; Fr. 
George for his sense of humor; Father Rich because he 
performed the wedding for my brother; and Fr. Dan for his 
support as I would start to prepare for a test. 

I just love the warmth and kindness over the last seven 
years shared by friends 


David Mayschak 


Richard Butler, Tim Sullivan, Bro. Vincent 
Champagne: As a high school junior, I was sent to 
Albuquerque in order to recover from the ill effects of a 
harsh winter. Fr. Butler was my sponsor, the Poolers my 
host family. While working at ANC that summer, I had the 
pleasure and honor of meeting Bob Hope, James Arness, 
Jane Russell and Jerry Colona, whom Fr. Butler had invited 
to Albuquerque for an Aquinas Newman Center fundraiser. 
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As an inner city Chicago boy, I was thrilled to spend a 
week in the Pecos Wilderness on a horseback camping trip 
with Tim Sullivan, Bro. Vincent and a handful of UNM 
students. 

I worked in the kitchen during the noon hour, serving the 
students soup and sandwiches. They kindly, but 
unsuccessfully, tried to teach me to play bridge. The entire 
experience changed my life, and resulted in my folks’ 
moving to Albuquerque for their retirement years. 


Mazaroff, Gary 


In the late 1970s Fr. George was pastor at Newman 
Center. I attended Holy Thursday Mass with my wife, 
Jennifer. I was treated to a foot washing experience by him 
and his compatriot, Fr. Zak. What a wonderful experience! I 
expressed my thoughts that perhaps I would attend services 
at the Newman Centre more often than in the past (1-2 X 
per year). 

Things did not change for me with attendance until more 
recently when Father George returned as Pastor Emeritus. 
I had remembered what an eloquent speaker he was and I 
changed my attendance habits (now about 10 x per year). 
My primary reason for attending Mass is due to his 
homilies. 


Jennifer Mazaroff 


Father Dan has been a loving and caring pastor who 
inspires us with his homilies and offers words of wisdom to 
think about each week. He keeps the parish moving ahead 
and well organized in the modern world 

Father George has been a pastor, a mentor and a dear 
friend. I first met him in the 1970’s when he was pastor at 
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the Newman Center. He was the most amazing preacher I 
had ever known. Parishioners would line up along the side 
aisles and into the entryway to hear him preach. He has 
continued to be eloquent in his homilies as well as 
provoking more contemplation on my part. He became a 
mentor and friend when he returned as Pastor Emeritus and 
I will miss his exuberance and thoughtfulness. I am so glad 
he has been a part of my life and taught me to explore my 
strengths and weaknesses. 

Father Rich is so cheerful and positive as he welcomes 
us with a smile and a hug at the door before Masses. His 
preaching is always exceptional and inspirational. He has 
helped me become more spiritual in my own faith and to 
expand my knowledge of Catholicism. 

Father Jimmy is always ready to break into song and 
bring music into our gatherings. He is an exuberant speaker 
and full of positive energy which he extends to everyone 
around him. His missions are so uplifting as well as 
challenging to our hearts. 

Father Bob Keller, OP, was a dynamic pastor with a 
special religious depth. He touched our minds with 
questions which forced us to open ourselves more fully to 
God. 


Mary McLeod 


I have been a member of the Aquinas Newman Center in 
Albuquerque since 1961. Even when I have not lived in 
Albuquerque, I have attended the Newman Center, driving 
each week from Santa Fe or Belen. 

The Dominican fathers, brothers and sisters have been 
very instrumental in my faith formation. I am the faith-filled 
woman I am today because, when I was just 17, the 
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Dominican fathers began to inform, strengthen and 
challenge my beliefs and my life as a young Catholic 
woman. I did not attend the University of New Mexico; I 
attended the College of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande where 
priests like Fr. Ingling, Fr. Morrison, Fr. Madden, Fr. 
Reynolds and many others invited me to participate in 
retreats, in the Sacraments and in the instruction they 
offered. I went to the Newman Center on weekends for the 
liturgies and the many programs that were offered to the 
students at UNM. I shall never forget the film class offered 
by Sr. Thomas Aquin, OP (Nadine Foley, OP) and the 
competitive Liturgical Art exhibitions that she coordinated. 
Nadine Foley introduced me to the Adrian Dominican 
community. Thanks to her, I grew in my faith and my 
understanding of Catholic teaching. The Adrians introduced 
me to many holy women who have served as my role 
models throughout my life. 

Now, at the age of 70, I still go to the Newman Center to 
be challenged, nurtured and taught by the Dominican 
Fathers. I know that EVERY homily, whether at a daily 
Mass or a weekend Mass will be well prepared and 
delivered in a coherent, even poetic way. I know that the 
men who serve at Newman are men of prayer and that their 
prayer life is the mainstay of the rich Catholic and 
Dominican culture that is alive in this Center. 

At Newman, the priests practice what they preach. When 
Fr. Demkovich founded the D+E+I, he brought the BEST 
of theologians into our community. Several years ago, when 
Fr. Marchionda gave a mission at Newman, I realized, 
once again, the many, many ways that the Province has 
reached out to support all of us as we walk our Catholic 
journey. When he was assigned to the Newman Center, I 
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was in a faith crisis that was very, very hard on me. I 
reached out to Fr. Marchionda and he, mainly through his 
commitment to contemplative prayer, has helped me to 
climb out of my dark place and find the light that the 
message of Jesus and the love of God offers to all of us. 


Neuschwanger Family 


My family has been at ANC since the 1960s. They 
moved from Fatima after Vatican II to appease the teens at 
home. It has been a destination parish for a long time. My 
earliest memories are of Christmas and summer Masses we 
attended when my parents came to visit from Colorado. I 
always liked the music. It has always been hip and vibrant. 
The preaching has always held my interest, even as a child. 

In 1981, I came to stay with my grandmother, Katherine 
Strong. One particular memory I have from that summer 
was one from a Saturday evening Mass. It was a very hot 
June and my Grandma let me wear shorts to Mass. I was 
pleasantly surprised. The Main Chapel was _ being 
remodeled, so the Mass was held in the Auditorium. I 
distinctly remember the homily. It was very short, “It's hot 
in here. It's hot outside. It's even hotter in Hell.” 

In 1983, my family moved from Colorado to 
Albuquerque. We did not join the Newman Center. 
However, as a student at St. Pius, I needed some service 
hours, so my Grandmother recommended serving at St. 
Martin's Hospitality Center. I did and it affected me. In 
graduate school in Las Cruces, I attended the Newman 
Center. I got more and more involved as my time went on. I 
remember there was a_ statewide Newman Center 
Conference hosted by St Albert the Great at NMSU. It was 
an amazing experience seeing Catholic college students 
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coming together to pray and learn. Kelly and I met Fr. Bob 
Keller, OP for the first time. When we moved back to 
Albuquerque, there was no doubt which parish would be 
our home. 

We joined ANC in the late summer of 1998 and jumped 
in head first. We joined a faith sharing group led by the 
Bierbaums. We joined group for young married couples led 
by the Tanners. I became a lector. We both became 
Eucharistic Ministers. We helped couples preparing for 
marriage. I have encouraged St. Pius X High School 
students to come to various talks and seminars, including 
the annual Archbishop Oscar Romero Memorial Service 
and the post El Salvador Delegation Trip debriefings. I have 
promoted St. Pius on Catholic Schools Weekend. The 
Dominicans and the staff, especially Steve Herrera, have 
always supported St. Pius. The parish has supported our 
raffle each year. The Dominicans have been a strong 
presence at our Masses, Reconciliation Services and 
retreats. I often find myself unintentionally noticing and 
counting the people with a Pius connection at Mass. Thank 
you Dominicans for all your support of Catholic education. 

The students of UNM have benefitted greatly by your 
presence on this campus. They have been supported by this 
great parish. They are our family and they are very well 
cared for. When they need money or food or whatever, this 
community provides it. They learn what the best of a 
functional parish can be like. Some stay and most move on 
to wherever life takes them. Either way, they have been 
changed. In my heart of hearts, I know for the better. The 
love the Dominicans have shown to this parish is amazing. 

My daughters have benefitted so much from the 
leadership provided by the Dominicans. They have helped 
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their faith formation immensely. Vacation Bible School has 
been a phenomenal experience for both of them for many 
years. They also have benefitted so much from the Liturgy 
of the Word program. Kate is looking forward to doing a 
Service Trip. The pastoral nature of the Dominicans is not 
lost on us. We appreciate so much how you have cared for 
us from cradle to grave. Thank you for modeling what great 
parish leadership can be. 

The Newman Center has always been a place of active 
faith formation. We have always felt deeply connected to 
the parish and the Dominicans. The preaching is stellar, as 
the name implies. For almost sixteen years we have gotten 
to know so many great people, both clergy and lay people. 

One particular liturgical event will always stick in my 
mind. It was a Stations of the Cross written and directed by 
Fr. Bob Keller. I believe it was the year after I was 
fortunate enough to be invited to read. My future sister-in- 
law, Jean Peaslee (Aragon), was singing. This particular 
Lenten Friday evening there was a thunderstorm brewing to 
the east. I was seated in the balcony. As the stations 
progressed, the weather got more and more ominous. 
During “Redeemer Lord” as the song grew and built up 
with the repeating chorus, “My Shepherd is the Lord, there 
is nothing I shall need. Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he leads,” the lightning show began. It was surreal. It 
was beyond belief. Hollywood could not have written it any 
better. It was awesome. My heart raced. I have not been so 
emotionally moved before or since. 

I do not know how to thank the Dominicans for their 
service to me, my family and this parish. What you have 
done for us is immeasurable. You have touched us all so 
deeply and sincerely. I do not know what the future holds 
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and I do not want to speculate. What I do know is that we 
have been blessed and we appreciate that so much. 


Anna Nogar 


Father Bob Keller, OP! Aside from being one of the 
kindest, most charismatic and good individuals I know, he 
made so many positive changes to Newman, in terms of its 
physical structure (rearranging the chapel, acquiring the 
priory building), how the parishioners conceived of the 
liturgy (the most amazing Triduum liturgies occurred 
during his tenure), and how we students understood being 
Catholic. He married my husband and me in 2010, and I 
couldn’t have asked for a greater blessing! 

Father George Reynolds, OP, of the blissful blessings 
with holy water; of the hearty “The Lord IS with you;”of 
the dismissal at the end of the Easter 2014 liturgy: “well, 
I’m not just going to disappear “poof” like 152 lbs of 
beautiful pixie dust!”; of the unforgettable homilies, deep 
wisdom and sparkling humor. 

Father Rich Litzau, OP, is a wellspring of warm 
humanness, of kindness, of true understanding, great 
vivacity and puckish wit. On the day he baptized my son, he 
treated him and us with such tenderness and compassion, 
dousing my son’s head with so much oil he smelled 
deliciously like chrism for a week after. I can think of no 
better metaphor for Fr. Rich than that of him carefully and 
joyfully carrying my little son out of his baptism at the 4:30 
Mass. It was a sight I will never forget and that is dear to 
my heart! 

Having married there in 2010, and baptized our son there 
in 2013, the Aquinas Newman Center, and the Dominicans 
who have so lovingly directed it for six decades, has always 
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been the place I’ve considered my adult spiritual home. 
From my undergraduate years, where Father Bob Keller 
greeted students at Newman’s doors and shepherded us not 
only to the student meal, but also to adult roles in the 
church, to this past weekend, when Fr. Rich Litzau and Fr. 
Dan Davis continued in this same vein to welcome, teach, 
lead and even console Newman parishioners, Newman has 
been a vibrant site of living spirituality. The Dominican 
friars of the Province of St. Albert the Great could not 
possibly have served the Newman parish in its entirety (and 
complexity) more devotedly, humbly, patiently or joyfully 
than they have, and we who were blessed to receive this 
nurturing are deeply grateful. 


No Name 


Many, many Dominican priests remain in my memory. 
Fr. Tony Romero, OP, was always around talking with 
students, cooking for the students and _ providing 
opportunities for students to feel comfortable and welcome 
at Newman. 

Fr. Al Lopez, OP, was always a character at Mardi Gras 
parties Newman had back in the 80’s. 

One of the most awesome Good Friday liturgies was 
with Fr. Tom Moore, OP, when he carried a huge heavy 
cross to the old altar area and one of the parishioners played 
the Japanese drums until everyone left the chapel. A red 
spotlight was shining on the cross. 

One Easter Vigil, Fr. Hugo decided the Easter fire 
would be stared in the old choir loft. Several people had to 
leave because of the smoke and incense, but it was a 
wonderful Easter Vigil. 
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Fr. Jack began the Small Faith Communities, many of 
which still meet on a regular basis including the one we 
belong to that has met for over 20 years. 

Fr. Jon Alexander, OP, always said he had 3 cycles of 
homilies and when he had used those, it was time to move 
on. He loved his horses. 

Fr. Bob Kelly, OP, started the brown bag lunches at the 
Student Union and was one of the most hospitable 
individuals for the parishioners. 

Fr. Bob Keller, OP, started several adult education 
series including a talk each semester on the Sacrament of 
Marriage. 

Fr. Kevin worked for the Archdiocesan Tribunal. He 
was frequently a celebrant of Masses on weekends and 
loved people and to go to peoples’ homes. Fr. Kevin loved 
to cook and to quilt. For a while there was a wonderful 
quilting group that met each week. 

Fr. Andy refurbished the Lobby with comfortable 
couches. 

Fr. Mike began the Spirituality series and the D+E+I. 
The energy exhibited during his liturgies and homilies was 
mind boggling. 


Jerry Ortiz y Pino 


Father Bart Ryan, OP: In 1963, I was president of the 
old student organization, the Newman Club, I went to him 
with concerns about our national group and its tendency to 
function like a fraternity or a social club rather than to 
involve itself with the volatile political and social upheaval 
that was taking place on campuses all over the country. I 
asked what he thought we should do. “Buck ‘em!” was his 
immediate response. I was sure I’d misheard him. “Yes, 
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buck them,” he repeated. “Fight them on this. Don’t let 
them leave out the social justice part of our work.” His 
advice has stuck with me for fifty years and is as well- 
considered today as it was then. 

Father Paul Johnson, OP: It was great to see Fr. Paul 
again last week during the St. Catherine of Siena liturgy. 
During my years as a UNM undergraduate he was an 
incredible influence, not just on me, but on the hundreds of 
other Newman Club students who got involved in what he 
called “NewCor’—the formation of a new heart; a 
commitment to grow spiritually as well as intellectually. 
We had retreats at the monastery at Pecos and at Ghost 
Ranch; study sessions on books and scripture; regular group 
meetings where we lent support to one another and grew 
closer and more cohesive as a student organization. We also 
had ecumenical meetings with students from other religious 
organizations on campus. And we formed a regional 
organization of other Newman Clubs at campuses at NM 
State, Texas El Paso, Western NM, Eastern and Highlands. 
Fr. Paul was an excellent teacher...but he was an even 
better motivator. 

Father Bob Keller, OP: When he came to UNM in the 
90s, we were at a kind of low ebb; attendance at Sunday 
Masses was so low that we’d dropped the 11 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Not much was going on in terms of the ministries. 
And the students were only slightly involved in parish life. 
He revitalized the parish enormously. Soon it was back to 
being the spiritual engine I had remembered from my own 
student days. Fr. Bob also lent strong support to our Peace 
and Justice Commission and in particular to the El Salvador 
Ministry. He accompanied one of our early delegations 
sponsored by Newman and I will never forget the sight of 
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Fr. Bob mixing and pouring mortar for the construction of 
the community building we’d financed in Tres Ceibas 
Abajo, one of the settlements we were supporting. But the 
most revealing Fr. Bob anecdote I want to share is what he 
did when the entire country was paralyzed by 9/11. He 
reached out personally to the Islamic Center and invited the 
clerics and worshippers there to shared prayer with us and a 
dialogue that filled the auditorium to overflowing, a 
dialogue that I think helped heal the pain and that helped 
prevent some of the extreme retaliatory actions that took 
place in other communities. He truly demonstrated 
peacemaking (and quiet, principled leadership) during those 
months. 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP: How proud it made us feel when 
we saw him actively participating in Albuquerque 
Interfaith’s clergy leadership committee. “That’s our 
pastor!” we said to people from other congregations or 
member organizations. And we knew he had our backs 
when we were criticized for trying to speak truth to power. 
His commitment to social justice was unquestioned. 


JoAnn Paroz 


Fr. Bart Ryan, OP, married my husband Richard and 
me. He baptized my first son. He was very helpful and kind. 
It was so sad when he passed away so suddenly from a 
brain aneurysm. 

Fr. George Reynolds, OP, is such a gift! I feel so 
blessed that he returned again to Newman. We experienced 
a wonderful spirituality awakened at the parish when 
George arrived. The chapel was packed full when he 
preached at Mass. He helped so much. 
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Fr. Bob Keller, OP, is very dynamic, kind and 
involved. He was very “fit” with high energy. I think he 
“Sogged” daily. 

Fr. Tom Jackson, OP, was a converted former Baptist. 
He gave great homilies and was always warm and friendly; 
he brought more diversity into our parish. 

Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, is one of our own, raised in 
Albuquerque. He is an outstanding speaker and always very 
congenial. I hope he continues to return to visit and to share 
his gifts with us. 

Fr. Rich, Fr. Dan, Fr. Jim, Brother Gabe are all the 
greatest! They always have time for us and are available 
with warm hearts, understanding and very spiritual. Their 
homilies helped me grow spiritually and strengthened my 
faith. It is such a comfort to us to be able to talk freely and 
easily with these priests and even to be greeted at the door 
before Mass. 

Brother Gabe was always there for the students and 
great in the kitchen. The Sunday night suppers were so well 
attended — the students loved them. I enjoyed cooking and 
helping out each semester. 


Mary Perea 


Father George was the reason my family started to 
attend the Newman Center when I was 9 years old. I 
actually paid attention to his homilies because of his 
enthusiasm and he would walk up and down the aisle. 

Father Tony Romero, OP, was just so warm and kind. 
I remember seeing him once in the mall with some of the 
other priests. They stopped and talked to me and they 
simply shocked the 13 year old that they went to the mall. 


-200- 


Memories Are Made of This 


Father Bob Keller, OP, has an infectious smile and 
wore it all the time. He was the one there when I was in my 
20s and a single mom. I also felt encouraged by him. He 
was helpful to my family, especially my mother, during my 
father’s illness and death. I love how he still remembers me 
when I see him now 

Father Dan and Father Rich are true examples of men 
of God during this transition time. They only speak of 
God’s will and providence in the upcoming change. As 
emotions run high, I truly appreciate the steadiness they 
offer. This was the legacy of all the priests I have known 
over the last 35 years. 


Patricia Perkal 


There were so many priests during my 41 years at 
Newman. Here are a few I had a good relationship with: 

Fr. Bob Keller, OP, who was and is also a great man of 
God, made it possible to have my brother’s funeral service 
after his sudden death in 1997. Fr. Keller always joked with 
my daughter, who chose a Jesuit college - that the 
Dominicans have very good schools too! 

Fr. Andy (no longer a Dominican) but a dear friend was 
my mentor when I was teaching CCD classes. 

Fr. Matt, what a wonderful kind soul. I spent several 
hours with him while I discussed my many trials and 
tribulations with him in his office. His kindness will always 
be remembered. 

Fr. Mike, oh what a joy! Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, 
presided at my brother’s funeral and had always been 
considered a dear friend as well as a priest. I remember Fr. 
Mike taking on the D+E+I Tea. The first few were held in 
the auditorium at Newman and we prepared the food in the 
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kitchen. On one occasion he came into the kitchen and 
made sure we had the asparagus at 12 o’clock on the plate, 
the sandwiches at the 3 o’clock spot. I said, “Fr. Who cares; 
they are going to eat it!” He said, “Yes, they are, but it has 
to look so good or they won’t want to eat it”. He was such a 
perfectionist!!!! Look where D+E+I grown now!!! God 
bless you Fr. Mike. 

Fr. Rich, what a great person with such humor! I 
remember when he first addressed our Mass that he was a 
father, had children and grandchildren and then became a 
priest! Wow, what a blessing. Someone who knows what is 
like to be in a union and with children. I sat in his office 
several times and talked about my family and some of my 
issues with my children. I will always remember what he 
told me, “You have done your job as a parent and instilled 
in them their values and faith, you did good, so stop beating 
yourself up It is up to them now.” 

Fr. Dan (a John Goodman look-a-like), who has always 
been kind and available to me when needed. 

Fr. George (this time around), still spunky, always 
making sure his homily’s taught us something. What a 
theologian. I have his book, signed and it will always 
remain in my side dresser drawer. 

Fr. Frank Pretto’s Masses were very special and his 
presence was very much Christ-like. He was a fabulous 
musician and still is. I enjoyed his Masses as he strolled 
down the aisle to celebrate Mass. 

Fr. George Reynolds, OP (first time round) was a 
young Roddy McDowell! He was so very instrumental in 
my faith as a college student. He smoked like a train and 
always, always was available for everyone. 
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Fr. Tony Romero, OP, is truly a man of God! Fr. Tony 
counseled both my husband and me and made it possible for 
us to marry at Newman in a small ceremony in the back 
chapel. My husband is Jewish and at that time it was not 
really kosher!!! Fr. Tony made it possible to have my two 
children baptized so that Glenn could participate. My son, 
Nick, made his First Holy Communion with Fr. Jack. 

Family picnics at the Duck Pond when my children were 
young with all the great families! Cooking meals for the 
college students with the priests in the kitchen with us! 
Teaching Confirmation classes, First Communion Classes 
and being in the presence of our great Dominicans. 

Our Dominicans accepted everyone and walked the talk 
of Christ. Love, tolerance and acceptance will always be a 
part of my life, as I had examples while I walked my faith 
journey. My examples were OUR HOLY DOMINICANS. 


Sister Therese Rodriguez, OP 


I thank Fr. Dan for his well written homilies with 
emphasis on “inclusivity” for all people. Fr. Richard for 
his gift of “Greeter” before and after all of the Masses. He 
leaves the legacy of the Lay Dominicans, assisted by Adrian 
Dominican, Sr. Pauline Richter, OP. St. Therese 
Gonzales, OP, Grand Rapids Dominican, picks up the 
Torch as Minister of Dominican Presence. 

I remember Fr. George for his many years of joyful 
ministry at Newman including the annual blessing of 
animals; Fr. Jim for sharing his soulful gift of music as he 
empowered all our choirs and congregations to “become 
what we proclaim”; Br. Gabriel for sharing his talent for 
gourmet cooking and fruitful Campus ministry with the 
UNM students. 
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As parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center, 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, we have been empowered by 
our Dominican Brothers through prayer, study, dialogue 
and collaboration to work together for justice in a a variety 
of ministries beyond our parish and other states and to El 
Salvador. For this we are most grateful and will always 
remember them in our prayers. We bless our beloved 
Dominican brothers with grateful and grieving hearts, as 
they go forth in holy obedience to other missions as “Joyful 
Friars” and itinerate preachers to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ as Lord. I thank each on of our Dominicans 
for exemplifying “Veritas” as they praised, blest and 
preached that Jesus Christ is Lord. 


Shirley Salvi 


Fr. George gave my son, Ben, his First Communion. He 
blessed my 2 therapy dogs and I recalled his blessing every 
time we visited the sick. He gave very thoughtful homilies. 

Br. Gabe gave insightful counsel to me. 

Fr. Rich blessed my mother a week before she died. She 
loved to sing as Mass. Never heard her sing before. Very 
thoughtful homilies 

Fr. Dan’s homilies are directly moving and significant 
to me personally. 

The faith community I have shared since & is such an 
important part of my life. am so grateful for being a part of 
the University, also my community. 


Jan Schuetz 


During his first year at Newman, Father Tony Romero, 
OP, initiated and hosted a monthly breakfast for UNM 
faculty and staff. It was at these breakfasts that I meant so 
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many people from around UNM that have become my 
lifelong friends. Father Tony had a wonderful ability to get 
faculty, students, and staff together. When my family 
visited from out of state, they remarked about how Father 
Tony’s warmth, energy, and good will was such a perfect fit 
for the Newman community. He was in his office seven 
days a week and was always available to whomever needed 
help. Father Tony was also known for his cooking for 
students and faculty and for his ability to do whatever was 
needed to be done at Newman whether it was working in 
the garden or cleaning the kitchen. 

Father Aaron Arce, OP, excelled in his ability to 
understand people and counsel them. He was a counselor 
for my husband and me when we got married. He attended 
many campus events and was a spiritual director for many 
parishioners. Aaron visited the sick and consoled families 
of in their time of need. 

Father Jon Alexander, OP, was an academic as well as 
a priest. He always had projects that involved the Newman 
community, including inviting people to talk about his 
books and his love of religious history. Father Alexander 
was able to make people laugh at the same time he made a 
serious point in his preaching. He understood Scripture and 
its history, a fact that gave his preaching depth. 

During his ten years at Newman, Father Bob Keller, 
OP, made a huge impact through his outstanding preaching, 
his ability to organize lectures and participate in campus 
events, and his openness to working with the members of 
Newman in a variety of outreach projects. Father Keller had 
a presence both at Newman Center, on campus, and in the 
community. I especially remember when he led a prayer 
service at our home with Newman friends when my father 
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died. His presence at funerals, wedding, and public events 
enhanced the reputation of Dominicans in general and 
Newman Center in particular. 

When my department building was under construction 
and I was without an office, Fr. Bob Kelly allowed me to 
have my office hours at Newman since I had no other place 
to meet students except the Student Union building. During 
that year and throughout his time at Newman, I found his 
carefully prepared sermons inspirational. I observed first 
hand his warmth and kindness in welcoming students, 
acting as a spiritual advisor, and participating in a variety of 
on campus program. 

Father Rich, Father Dan, Father George and Father 
Jimmy. The loss of these Dominicans and their presence at 
Newman is recent and painful. We are all very sad to see 
these four men leave because they are wonderful preachers, 
thoughtful human beings, and ironically have been forced 
out because they are doing such a good job. I have recorded 
words and phrases from the sermons of each of them that 
will remain with me when they are gone. Thanks to all of 
them for their spiritual talents and their contributions to 
Newman. Their departure will be a huge loss to all of us. 

I also have fond memories of the Dominican nuns who 
served Newman as spiritual directors, retreat leaders, social 
justice advocates, and campus ministers, including Sr. 
Amata Dawson, OP, Sr. Doris Faber, OP, Sr. Mary Ann 
Barrett, OP, and Sr. Geneal Kramer, OP. 


Scott and Karen Sibbett 


Long ago there was born a vision that Jesus was King, 
and He would set right all the ills of the Jewish people. That 
vision died when Jesus was crucified. Three days later, he 
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was resurrected. In so doing, the original vision was 
fulfilled, but in an unexpected way. We see this same 
progression everywhere today: birth of a vision, death of the 
vision, final fulfillment of the vision. 

Similarly, the Dominicans came to our University long 
ago, and there was born a vision of a vibrant faith 
community dedicated to deepening its understanding of the 
call of the Gospels, and its response to that call. After the 
Second Vatican Council, the Dominicans led us through the 
on-going transition from opaque to transparent, from parish 
to Newman Center, from scripture-aloof to  scripture- 
focused, from authority-centered to servant-centered. 

That vision died when the Dominicans were dismissed 
by the Archbishop of the Diocese of Santa Fe, our brother 
in Christ, Michael. It is hard to accept such a decision when 
it seems so contrary to what Jesus told us how we should 
live our lives. A forced estrangement of the Dominican 
shepherds from their Newman flock is nothing less than 
heart-breaking. But the vision has died, and now all of us 
await its final fulfillment. 

In the aftermath, we look back with fondness at the 
many, many friars sent to us by the Province of St. Albert 
the Great. With deep gratitude, we recall the service of 
Fathers Mike, Andy, Matt, Bob, Dan, George, Rich, 
Steve, Tom, Sister Mary Ann, and all others of the Order 
whose names we have temporarily forgotten, but expect to 
greet again on the last day. Special thanks to Father Bob 
Keller for having introduced full-immersion baptism at 
many Easter Vigils, and for helping us think of stewardship 
in terms of our time, our talent, and our treasure. 
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Andrew Sritaandre 


Fr. Chris Dunphy and Fr. Madden were great teachers 
at the College of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande in years 
1965 — 1970 when I was an undergraduate. 

Fr. Bob Keller was a great musician and singer. In the 
late 1980’s to late 1990s he was a comforting confessor too. 

My best memory is that I danced with my only true love 
boyfriend 1968-69 in the Newman Center Auditorium. My 
true love will remain in my heart and the Newman 
invitation to dance, always. 


Dennis Sterosky 


John Schwind had come from Michigan State. I met 
him at a Notre Dame function. He became a great advisor 
and friend. He later was Chaplin at the Dominican College 
in Coral Gables. He was in Miami on business and I had 
dinner with him. He said he had a surprise for me and took 
me to the campus of the University of Miami (a ND 
nemesis). He resolved a number of issues for me after the 
death of my daughter in 1984. Late died in Florida in Marco 
Island while on a run. He helped turn me on to the 
Dominicans. 

Fr. Jack Risley found out that I was a CPA and got me 
on the Finance Council and I never got off until Fr. Mike 
Demkovich, OP, decided I had had enough. 

Fr. Robert Keller, OP, is truly a friend if I ever had 
one. He baptized my youngest grandson in our front yard in 
the valley. At great risk to himself, he was a great counselor 
through my divorce. I still rely on him from a distance. I 
hear how he is doing from some seminarians he has trained. 

Fr. Andy Pavlak, OP, remains a great friend even 
today. I attended his ordination and first Mass in St Louis. 
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We have much in common being mid-westerners and 
Slavic. I stayed with him and Steve Kuhlman at the 
Newman Center at Purdue for a weekend. I had a ball! I 
used Fr. Dan Davis’s room. We still keep in touch. 

Fr. Thomas M Jackson, OP, was always available to 
help and he was a great preacher. When Janet Youngberg’s 
son died, he made certain that there was a representative 
from the parish staff at the funeral at First Presbyterian. 
Later he went with me to the family property in the 
Manzano mountains where there was a family Chapel and 
cemetery in order to consecrate the facilities. When he left, 
Janet was truly sorry and they had a conversation after Mass 
that day. He is an ecumenical hero in my mind. We had 
some great conversations and it will be hard to forget him. 

Fr. Mike Demkovich, OP, is a very intelligent, great 
guy. When he got to me, though, I referred to him as 
Torquemada. A great teacher and preacher 

I only met Fr. George Reynolds, OP, on his second 
assignment but he lived up to his reputation. I enjoyed his 
happy attitude and his graciousness. Once when a friend 
needed the Sacrament of the Sick while at Lovelace Rehab, 
George agreed to go and administer the sacrament if I 
picked him up. When we got there the two parties spent 
time reminiscing because they both had attended Fenwick 
in Chicago. I loved his letter in the bulletin when he 
expressed his anger. He said it for so many and so well. He 
is a great homilist and friend. He got better with age as 
good wine. 

Fr. Richard Litzau, OP, is a great human being. He 
was always there when you needed him. A true giver, he 
makes the best doorman in the world. He was there for us 
when Janet and I or our families had a need for advise and 
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counsel.. I love and appreciate his special path to his 
vocation. It speaks worlds for the Dominicans. He is not 
only my priest but also my friend. He will go anywhere to 
help and carry the message by his action. I love his humor 
and his preaching. He has a way with young people and you 
see it as he greets them at the door. I believe they gravitate 
to him. This is good for our future. 

Just talking to Fr. Dan Davis, OP, helps me through the 
week. His attitude with the change and his feistiness means 
a great deal to me. I believe there is a time to fight for what 
you believe in. He and Fr. Richard have shown me two 
aspects of that. The University of Missouri is fortunate to be 
recieving two beautiful and intelligent preachers. 

Bro. Gabe is a great individual. I love that he is a 
Michigander from Alpena, Michigan, and will be back in 
the cool climate for the summer. 

I greatly respect two former Dominicans who are 
friends, Mark Farrell and Ed Nash. They have shown me 
another side the Catholic faith. 

The best part of the Newman Center is the community 
and the great teaching of the Dominicans. They have a 
wonderful collegial spirit. They are very ecumenical and 
always ready to be of assistance to all. As a dear friend said 
to her friends of another faith, the Aquinas Newman Center 
is the best spiritual community in Albuquerque. The priests 
are held in the highest regard by many faith communities in 
this city Every Dominican whose path I have crossed has 
helped me be a better person and a better Christian. 


John Vittal 


In the mid-1970s an overhead projector was used to 
project the words of the song on to the wall. Fr. Paul Zak, 
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OP, had us singing the folk song “De Colores” as a closing 
song. Many of us who were new to New Mexico thought 
that he wrote it. Paul spent some time explaining to us that 
it was a traditional northern New Mexico folk song from 
long ago. Paul was a brilliant musician who played a 
“turtleback” guitar that he always claimed sounded better 
than most guitars. 

Father Larry Burke, OP, taught a class at the Center on 
keeping a spiritual journal in the fall of 1975. He must have 
taught the class well because this simple spiritual exercise 
has become a lifelong habit. 

You will hear many stories about Father George 
Reynolds’s wit and wisdom. This story is about his 
kindness to me long ago in 1974. I saw him at a social event 
on a June evening in the Newman back courtyard. He could 
see from the look on my face that I was concerned about 
something and he asked me about it. I said that I was 
clueless about how to connect my stereo receiver to the 
turntable and to the speakers. He offered to help me and we 
left the event and went to my apartment. Twenty minutes 
later he was able to make the connections and the sound of 
music filled my apartment. 

Father Tony Romero, OP, was always generous with 
his time. I always felt that I could talk to him about any 
problem and he was pleased to help me with possible 
solutions. 


Chuck and JD Wellborn 


Wish my memory was better but the priest who stood 
out the most over all these years was Fr. George Reynolds, 
OP, whose simple wisdom and unfailing humor always 
helped us to focus on the important parts of being Catholic. 
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Fran Whelan 


Fr. Tony Romero, OP, was personable and pastoral. He 
left me with a psych patient in the lobby one time. It took 
me five minutes to realize the man’s mental health. I stayed 
behind and told Tony never to do that again! He was my 
first pastor in 1985. 

When Fr. Bob Keller OP, was here, people would tell 
me that the Fr. George years were Camelot. I replied, 
“Well, then these years with Bob are a Renaissance!” Bob 
is a deeply prayerful man and his homilies reflect his 
abiding faith and personal relationship with our Lord! 

A co-worker of mine saw a photo of Fr. Tom Jackson, 
OP, and thought he was quite handsome and wanted me to 
introduce her. I tried explaining that he was a Dominican. 
She replied, “That’s okay. I’ve dated men from the 
Dominican Republic before when I was in NY.” I still laugh 
today. 

Fr. Dan Davis, OP, is a good and loving pastor! He is 
good about compromise and getting people on the same 
page. Good, well-thought out homilies. 

Fr. George Reynolds, OP is as charming as you can 
get! With the heart & spirit of youth! STUDENTS ADORE 
HIM!! Understandable! 

There are many priests and several brothers who have 
served this parish. Fr. Alexander, OP, is back serving the 
communities in the East Mountains. Fr. Tom Noesen, OP, 
serves at Risen Savior along with Sr. Annette, OP 
(Dominican Sisters of Peace). Fr. Andy left the Dominicans 
and joined the Archdiocese and serves the communities in 
Socorro. Fr. Bob Kelly, Fr. Jack, Fr. Kevin, Fr. George. 
The list goes on. 
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When I came here as a graduate student in 1985, I was 
invited to join a women’s spirituality group that met at 
Wardene Crowley’s house and led by Carol Jensen. We met 
weekly until the early 1990s, when Carol & Dick Jensen 
moved to UNLV. At that same time, Wardene finished her 
MA in Communication and began a 20 year stint of 
directing retreats on Catholic Mystics at the Dominican 
Retreat House/Spiritual Renewal Center. It was a Fr. Mike 
Demkovich retreat that introduced me to the Dominican 
Retreat House on South Coors (where the Norbertine Abbey 
sits now). I met the wonderful Dominican Sisters of St 
Catherine de Ricci (now part of the Dominican Sisters of 
Peace). Several of those sisters served at Newman. I joined 
the SRC Board of Directors in 2005 and was the last Board 
President when we sold the property in 2011. There are 
other Dominican sisters from Grand Rapids and Adrian who 
have graced us with their presence here. 

I am a lector at the 11:00 am Mass. I was taught by 
Laurie Garihee. She was a special lady who loved this 
parish and wanted people to know how to PROCLAIM the 
Word in the Spirit of the Dominican charism. May she rest 
in peace! I watched Mike Demkovich fulfill his dream of 
starting D+E+I 18 years ago. I supported his efforts for 
many years through United Way contributions. I currently 
serve on the Board of Directors since 2011. I have 
witnessed several weddings, funerals, and multitudes of 
Baptisms and Confirmations in this parish. The Dominicans 
love to celebrate the Sacraments in all their splendor. I 
looked forward to celebrating Holy Week, especially Good 
Friday with Fr. George Reynolds. My fondest memories 
are in Campus Ministries. I participated in a few retreats. I 
began cooking for the Student Meals back in the mid 1990s. 
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I worked with Melanie Ahern, Sr. Maryann, OP, Rosie 
Chinea, and finally, Bro. Gabe, OP. In 2005, I became the 
Cook Director, following in the footsteps of Mimi Glover. 
Sr. Mary Ann was pleased that a fellow cook was taking 
over the reins. I am happy to say that we have a great group 
of volunteer cooks who do marvelous work and create 
yummy dishes week in, week out. We serve an average of 
100 people each Sunday during the Fall & Spring 
semesters. 

64 years of Dominican spirit: to pray, to bless, to preach. 
I am glad I got to experience and live the Dominican 
charism for 29 of those years! Vaya con Dios! 


David Wilde, OP 


Freshly arrived and barely speaking English, I met Fr. 
Tony Romero, OP, at the Aquinas Newman Center. I had 
been hanging out at the International Center on the UNM 
campus across the road from the Center before making the 
intellectual and physical leap to cross the street, It was 
spring and Fr. Romero gave me a job cleaning the front 
yard area of papers and weeds. After a while I graduated to 
singing in the student choir on Sundays and the 4:30 pm 
choir on Saturdays. Tony Romero taught me about the 
collection plate protocol at each Mass and the ritual of this. 

Shortly after arriving in Albuquerque at the Newman 
Center, I discovered the clan of Brennan, when my new 
music director, Bridget, became the first full time music 
coordinator in 1987-88. Through my association with the 
choir and the choristers, it became possible to discern a 
spiritual life which eventually has led to my joining the 
Dominicans as a lay member in 2011. 


Dia: 
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Fr. Tony initiated a student meal following the student 
Mass on Sunday at 5:00. The fellowship continued to grow 
with that brilliant move and even today these meals provide 
a welcomed break from work, school and the routine of life 
in Albuquerque. 

Keeping in touch with the Dominican order and the 
Newman Center has had a profound and positive effect on 
my New Mexico experience, the future is an “open book.” 
On the sad death of Brother Mathias, Bridget’s choir was 
asked to provide the music for his memorial service. It was 
a nice, formal service and after, our group called “Distant 
Cousins” was asked to play at the wake which immediately 
followed the service. 

On the 50" anniversary, the Newman Center had a grand 
celebration at the UNM Student Union Ballroom, with 
dinner and a few short presentations. Many past, present 
and current parish members enjoyed meeting students, 
former members, clergy, laity, friends and family at this 
event. 

The grave marker in the front yard of the Newman 
Center, dedicated as a “Memorial to C.R.S.S. Jenkins, 
USMC, Vietnam, 1967” has always caught my attention. 
This unexplained mystery will capture my undivided 
thoughts for what remains the rest of my life until an 
historical context has been established. 

The departure of the Dominican Friars begins a new 
challenging era to our beloved Aquinas Newman Center, 
With God’s help we will survive this spiritual tsunami and 
continue to grow as a thriving community in spirit and in 
our devotion to the church and each other. 
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Rich Wood 


Bob Keller, OP and I were students together at the 
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley in the late 1980s. 
Raised in New Mexico, I took a job at UNM in 1996, 
without knowing he was in ministry here. My first week in 
town, I attended Mass at Aquinas Newman Center — and 
low-and-behold there was Fr. Bob Keller preaching the 
good word and (after Mass and constantly) drinking coffee 
with whomever he could drag into it - ministry over the 
java, always one of his strong points, in his work and in his 
friendships. 

Just before he left New Mexico, Bob Keller also 
introduced me to Javier Aceves, who would become one of 
my dearest of friends. Who knew Fr. Bob was also a 
friendship match-maker? 

Michael Demkovich, OP and I were introduced by Bob 
Keller, in the early stages of Mike’s development of the 
Dominican Ecclesial Institute. I served on the first D+E+I 
Board, under Mike’s inspired early ministry there. Later, 
Mike and I co-imagined the initiative that would lead to the 
successful fundraising for a permanent Endowed Chair of 
Roman Catholic Studies at UNM, now filled by Dr. Katie 
Holscher; Mike was the critical partner in taking that 
proposal forward to the Archdiocese. 


Kathy Zimmer Peters 


Fr. Bob Keller, OP, was an amazing Pastor, homilist, 
and diplomat! Fr. Bob prepared my husband, Mike Peters 
and me for marriage. Since my Grandparents and Great- 
Grandparents were married at San Felipe, he made it 
possible for our marriage to take place there. My husband, a 
baptized Baptist, had great respect for Fr. Bob, and gained a 
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strong appreciation and understanding of the Catholic 
Church, thanks to Fr. Bob. Fr. Bob was also partly 
responsible for the regular, weekly attendance my husband 
and I had at Mass. I thank him for making my husband and 
my experience positive and loving. 

Fr. Andy presided at the ecumenical blessing of my 
building when we had the grand-re-opening of the theater. 
This was due in part to Fr. Bob's urging since Fr. Bob was 
out of town that weekend. Fr. Andy was kind, respectful, 
and very excited to be part of the community when first 
coming to the parish. 

The Newman Center has always been so wonderfully 
intellectual, instructive, and warm. Whenever we come to 
the Newman Center, people always greet us, give a hug or 
handshake, and are genuinely glad to see you. This is a real 
community. 


William John Zimmer 


My remembrances of the Center are mainly in 4 areas: 
Newman Forum, NewCor retreats, Young Married Couples 
group, Film presentations and discussions and Civil Rights 
activity through a relationship with AIAC (Archbishops 
Interracial Action Committee). I was the Chair of the 
Selection Committee for speakers at the forum. Notable 
speakers were: Saul Alinsky, the mentor of Cesar Chavez, 
John Howard Griffith, author of “Black Like Me,” Maria 
Von Trapp, Rev. Malcolm Boyd, author of “Are You 
Running With Me, Jesus?” The forum was set up to allow 
parishioners and donors to be inspired by and meet with the 
speakers at a reception. Several of the receptions were held 
at the home of Dr. Randy Lovelace, son of the founder of 
Lovelace Hospital. 
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Some of the young married couples were chaperons at 
the NewCor retreats at the Pecos Abbey. There was no film 
society at that time at the university so we set one up at the 
Center and would show a film and have a discussion leader 
such as Father Flynn from the Center for the Sartre film 
“No Exit.” One of the psychiatrists at UNMH was a nephew 
of Luis Bunuel and we had him lead a discussion of a 
Bunuel film. When Albuquerque's new Fair Housing Bill 
was being ignored, the AIAC, of which I was the chair, set 
up a picket line outside of an apartment that was 
discriminating against blacks and most of the picketers were 
students and staff of the Center. Most of this occurred 
during the 60s and early 70s. Thanks for listening, but I also 
had a good time remembering. I am sad that the 
Dominicans will be leaving the Center. 

Fr. Bart Ryan: I was one of Father Ryan's pallbearers when 
he passed away suddenly. What a sad time for the Center! 
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The lists below are admittedly incomplete. Individual dates are for 
the beginning of a term. Date ranges are for the beginning and ending 
of a tenure. During the 1950s and 1960s, the Pastor-Director was also 
the superior of the community. The Offices 


Superior/Prior were then separated. 


Pastor/Director 

1950, Sep 25 Goggins, Ralph Damian (Deceased) 

1955, Sep 30 Townsend, Anselm Mary Thomas Archibald (Deceased) 
1958, Sep 6 Butler, Edmund Richard (Deceased) 

1961, Sep 1 Butler, Edmund Richard (Deceased) 

1962, Sep 1 Ryan, Edward Bartholomew (Deceased) 
1964, Nov 5 Flynn, Thomas Valerian (Deceased) 

1965, Aug 31 Goedert, Robert Alexius (Chicago, Illinois) 
1968, Sep 15. Madden, Daniel Dalmatius (Deceased) 

1969, Feb 20 Whalen, Michael James (Deceased) 

1970, Oct 31 Rauenhorst, John Bertrand (Mesa, Arizona) 
1970 Nash, Edward Thomas (Albuquerque, NM) 
1972-1979 Reynolds, George John Dominic (Chicago, IL) 
1979, Oct 2 Romero, Anthony Joseph (NM) 

1982, Oct 7 Romero, Anthony Joseph (NM) 

1988, Jul 1 Moore, Clark Thomas Alexander (Deceased) 
1991, Oct25 Risley, John Clement (Sinsinawa, WI) 
1994,Nov 15 __ Risley, John Clement (Sinsinawa, WI) 

1995, Jul 1 Keller, Robert John (Denver, CO) 

2005, Jun 18 Pavlak, Andrew James (Socorro, NM) 

2006, Oct 16 ©Demkovich, Michael Thomas Paul 

2007, Jul 15 Jackson, Thomas M. (Chicago, IL) 

2011, Jul Davis, Daniel Charles, (Current) 

2011, Nov 18 Davis, Daniel Charles (Current) 


Dominican Priests and Brothers 


All Dominican Priests and Brothers assigned to St. Thomas 
Aquinas Community, listed alphabetically. Two of those listed, 
Andrew John Henry and John William Sherman were assigned to 
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Newman Center but lived at Nazareth Hospital. Names in parentheses 
are religious names. Dates of leaving the order (L) or death (D) are 
given in brackets. 


1986-89 Alexander, Jon Albert Thomas 

1981-84 Arce, Aaron Hilario [D 10/9/12] 

1966-69 Barnett, (Quentin) James 

1964-65 Beranek, (Leo) Joseph [L] 

1996- Blake, (Vincent) Daniel 

1965-66 Bredt, (Jerome) Karl [L] 

1970-79 Burke, (Hilary) Lawrence [D] 

1962-66 Burns, (Alan) Robert 

1954-62 Butler, (Richard) Edmund [D 3/18/1988] 
1957-62 Champine, (Vincent) Harold 

2008-10 Culotta. (Joachim) Neutsie 

2010-14 Dault, (Gabriel) John 

2011-14 Davis, Daniel Charles 

1996- Demkovich, Michael Thomas Paul 
1966-75 Dunphy, (Christopher) Patrick [L] 
1959-60 Englehardt, (Gerard) John [L] 

1952-56 Eterovich, (Hyacinth) Francis [D 10/29/1981] 
1970-76 Farrell, (Dennis) Mark [L 6/10/1977] 
1964-68 Flynn, (Valerian) Thomas [D 2/4/1997] 
1965-66 Gibbons, (Timothy) Thomas [L 6/26/1970] 
1969-93, Gobeille, (Alan) Bertrand R. 

1965-68 Goedert, (Alexius) Robert 

1950-55 Goggins, (Damian) Ralph [D 2/18/1967] 
1969-70 Henry, (Andrew) John [D 8/17/71] 
1983-94 Hoff, (Gabriel) Wilfred 

1955-56 Hovald, (Regis) Robert 

1979-81 Hunt, (Paschal) Francis [D 6/8/1983] 
1960-64 Ingling, (Antoninus) Walter [D 2/26/1992] 
2007-11 Jackson, Thomas M. 

1960-64 Johnson, (Jude) Paul 

1968-69 Johnston, (Maurice) Philip [D 12/8/1970] 
1995-2005 Keller, Robert John 

1969-71 Kelly, (Francis) James [L 10/2/1972, D 2/13/1986] 
2005- Kelly, Robert 
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1966-69 Kleiner, (Emmanuel) Richard [L 7 Jan 1971] 
1978-81 Kreul, Ronald Garrett 

1997-2000 Kuhlmann, Steven 

2011-14 Litzau, Richard 

1983-89 Lopez, Alfred Anthony 

1956-59 Lucas, (Stephen) Donald 

1964-70 Madden, (Dalmatius) Daniel 

1988-94 Moore, (Alexander) Clark Thomas [D 7/5/2009] 
1963-65 Morrison, (Thomas Aquinas) Thomas 
1969-73 Nash, Edward Thomas [L 6/9/1974] 

2002-14 Niehoff, Kevin William 

2000-01 Norris, Patrick 

1996-97, 2003-06 Pavlak, Andrew James 

1999-2000 Porterfield, Michael 

1970-71 Rauenhorst, (Bertrand) John [L] 

1950-54 Reardon, (Ignatius) John 
1964-65,72-79,2009-14 Reynolds, (John Dominic) George 
1989-96 Risley, (Clement) John 

1979-88 Romero, (Joseph) Anthony Edward 

1965-66 Roxburgh, (Gilbert) James [D] 

1957-64 Ryan, (Bartholomew) Edward [D 12/22/1964] 
1962-69 Sherman, (John) William [L; D] 

1987-89 Schwind, (Ephrem) John [D 2/25/1993] 
1966-68 Shimek, (Stephen) James J. [L] 

1963-64 Sist, (Vincent Ferrer) Arthur [L 7/17/1980] 
1977-79 Soukup, Jacques Wayne [L 3/31/1990] 
2004-05 Stephens, Kevin John Henry Newman 
2000-03 Strabala, Matthew Thomas Dominic 

1956-60 Sullivan, (Timothy) Robert [L 12/14/1967] 
1954- Townsend, Anselm Mary Thomas Archibald 
1958-60 Walsh, (Celestine) John [L 10/25/1968] 
1970-71 Welch, (George) Joseph [L] 

1967-70 Whalen, (James) Michael [L 8/20/1971; D 11/2/1990] 
1994-1997 Wierenga, (Paul) Jerome Joseph 

1981 Winkels, Michael 

1989-1994 Wreisner, (Hugo) Richard James 

1975-78 Zak, Paul M. 

1976-78 Zawilla, Ronald 
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Dominican Sisters 


Dates in parentheses show year(s) at Newman but not necessarily 
the beginning or ending years. 


2001- Barrett, Mary Ann 
1964-67, 1969 Crimmins, Mary Therese 
1978-81 Dawson, Amata 
(1981, 82) Faber, Doris 
1964-68 Foley, Nadine (Thomas Aquin) 
(1969) Furton, Harriet 
1968-69 Kelly, JoAnne 
Kramer, Geneal 
1967-68 O’Connor, Helene Mary Regina 
Joseph Mary 
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CAMPUS MINISTRY PARISH 
at the UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 


in fulfillment of the NEWMAN VISION STATEMENT 
Espousing the Dominican charism, 
“To Praise, To Bless, To Preach”... 

The Aquinas Newman Center, 
the Catholic Center at the University of New Mexico, 
is anon-geographic, open, welcoming and accessible 
community of God, 
committed to growth in learning, celebrating and serving, 
and rooted in gospel action. 


As a university campus ministry parish, first and foremost, 
we are a cooperative ministry, 
working with the students, faculty, staff, alumni & parents, & 
committed to working, as well, with the resident parishioners 
as one stewardship parish 
on a journey of faith and social justice 


+ = shared student/resident parishioner activities 


LEARNING .... “To Preach” 
Religious Formation 


All Parish Faith in Life (FIL) bi-weekly + 
(Children, families, singles, etc.) 
Children Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
Adult Newman Notes + 


Women in the Spirit (WITS) +, That Man Is You + 
Mini courses +, Library + 
Faith Sharing Groups + 
Ben Beran Scripture Classes + 
Annual Aquinas Lecture + (with D+E+l) 
Lay Dominicans 
Evangelization RCIA/RCIC + 
Advent and Lent seasonal booklets + 
Community Giving Trees (Advent) + 
Sacramental Preparation Baptism +, Eucharist +, Reconciliation + 
& Celebrations Confirmation: Adult, Youth, RCIA + 
Anointing of the Sick + 
Marriage: ANC&couples’ home parishes 
Youth Ministry Parent Advisory BoardLiturgical Ministries 
Mission Trip 
Social: Halloween Party for parish, bowling 
Fundraising & Community Building: Pancake 
Breakfast, Valentine’s Frontier Sweet Rolls, Biscotti, 
Burrito Sundays 
CELEBRATING ... “To Praise” 
Liturgy & Music 
Planning / Oversight Committee + Prayers of the Faithful, Reconciliation Services, 
Lenten Friday prayer services, Anointing of 
the Sick, St. Jude relic visitation & prayer 
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Liturgical Ministries 


Music 


Training & Specialty Workshops + 

Recruiting & Scheduling +: Greeters +, Ushers +, Mass 
Coordinators +, Altar Assistants +, Proclaimers of the 
Word +, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion +, 
Sacristans + 

Environment + : Artists, Carpenters, Seamstresses, 
Seasonal, Flowers 

Choirs SA 4:30 p; SU 8 a, 9:30 a, 11 a & 5 p (during UNM) 

Cantors +, Accompanists +, Instrumentalists + 

Seasonal Groups: Triduum/Easter +, Christmas + 

Mass on the Grass + 

UNM Medical School Memorial Mass +, Red Mass 

Baptisms, Reconciliation Services, First Communion, 
Confirmation 

Funerals, Weddings 


Area-wide Mission (intended to be every other year) + 


Social Life (organized 
through Staff 
& Volunteers) 


SERVING ... “To Bless” 
Campus Ministry 
Administrative 


Liturgy & Music 


Campus Social Life 


Communications 


Peace & Gospel Justice 


Religious Formation 


Peace and Social 
Justice Committee 


Sunday Hospitality (Donuts), Comings&Goings 
Summer Picnic +, Mardi Gras + 

Friday Lenten Soup Suppers +, Easter vigil + 
Thanksgiving + 

Raising Newman (mothers), Catholic Home Schooling 
Catholic School families 


Peer Campus Ministers (PCMs): Retreats, Formation + 
Scholarship Committee (ceased; paid PCMs) + 
Mentors for PCMs: Parochial & Collegial (inactive) + 
5 PM Sunday Mass (when school in session) + 
Mass on the Grass (August) + 
Liturgical Ministries, rosary, novenas 
Candlelight Mass & Confessions Wednesday night 
Taize Prayer, Chaplet of Divine Mercy (inactive) 
Baccalaureate Masses: December and May 
Live Stations of the Cross + 
Welcome Week + 
Community Building Events: Movie Night, Study 
Hours, Bowling, Pizza, Pop & Priests, Ice Cream 
Social, Friday night music 
Knitters + 
Free Sunday Meal after Mass +; Shoppers, Cooks & Servers 
Thanksgiving Dinner +, Snow Ball +, Mardi Gras + 
Italian Dinner (fundraiser for retreats) + 
Social Media +, Website +, Newsletter (inactive) 
Billboard: ANC & SUB, Daily Lobo Ads 
St. Pius X Connection (inactive) + 
Spring Mission, Project Box, El Salvador +, St. Martin’s + 


Catholic Chat +, Bible Study + 
Retreats, Spring & Fall + 


Visiting Speakers, Educational activities, Timely events 

Bread for the World. School of the Americas 

EI Salvador / Friends of the Children of El Salvador 
(FOCES): Msgr Romero Commemoration (March), 
Jesuit Martyrs’ Commemoration (November) Prayer & 
Action Delegation (January) + with priest, Healing 
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Partners in Prayer 


Delegation (January) + with priest, Parent/Teen Prayer 
& Action (July) + with priest 

Pax Christi, Wings (inactive) 

St. Martin’s monthly brunch & collections 

Dismas House, Samaritan Counseling, Storehouse 
Albuquerque Interfaith 

Brothers of the Good Shepherd 

St. Vincent de Paul, APRODEMNI, Clergy Door Ministry 

Casa De Las Communidades, Maryknoll Affiliates + 

Just Faith Ministries +, Bread for the World + 

St. Anthony's Alliance / Esperanza de Joaquin 

Centro Santa Catalina, Juarez 


Ministry to the Sick 

Stewardship of Gifts Committee (inactive) 
Elizabeth Quilters 

Project Linus 
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The Newman Dominican Community 
is unique in its commitments ... 
to continual learning, 
to grateful prayer, 
to the common good, 
to celebration, 
to critical thinking, 
to Jesus’s mission in this day and time, and 
to social justice, 
enabling solidarity with the poor and disenfranchised and 
working to be merciful to all. 


It’s not over! 


Dominicans are progressive 
theological prayer and action leaders, 
a religious movement 
so valuable, 
so viable and 
so needed 
in our faith communities around the world. 


Thank you, Dominicans. 
In your honor, and 
as a result of your ministry 
the Newman Dominican Community goes forward 
into the communities of the world 
To praise 
To bless 
and 
To preach. 


30 June 2014 
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